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Calling all aspiring 
dairy professionals!

Bumper Summer Edition 2026

Summer mastitis is the term given to a 
specific mastitis, often seen in your dry 
cows and non-lactating heifers at pasture 
in the warmer months. The mastitis 
is caused by a complex of bacterial 
pathogens that are spread by the Head 
fly (Hydroteae irritans). There are several 
bacterial pathogens implicated within 
the complex, but Trueperella pyogenes 
is often the primary pathogen. 

The disease most commonly affects 
non-lactating cattle and often leads 
to permanent damage to the affected 
quarter/s. Clinical signs vary in severity, 
with common signs including a hot/hard 
quarter with thick pus-like secretions 
and the animal having a fever and 
lethargy. Mild cases can easily be missed 
out at pasture leading to 1st lactation 
heifers that calve in with blind quarters. 
These signs are often sufficient to 
diagnose a case of summer mastitis, but 
a culture of the udder secretions will 
provide a definitive diagnosis if needed.  
Early treatment provides the best 
opportunity for a resolution but a true 
return to functionality of the infected 
quarter is often not achieved, with 
the thick pus often limiting antibiotic 

penetration and the quarter ending up 
with extensive fibrosis and scarring. In 
some cases, a chronic infection remains 
that can lead to abscess development. 
Pus from infected quarters will attract 
flies and in turn increase the risk of 
those flies spreading the infection to 
other cattle. 

SUMMER MASTITIS

Looking to take the next step in your 
education? The West Country Dairy Awards 
could help make it happen!
Established in 1925 (and sponsored by many 
businesses in the dairy sector, including 
Synergy), these annual educational grants 
and scholarships support students from 
Cornwall, Devon, Somerset, and Dorset who 
are pursuing careers in the dairy industry. 
Whether you’re studying agriculture, 
business, or veterinary sciences, there’s 
funding available to help you 
Find out more and apply: 
https://afcp.org.uk/organisation/west-
country-dairy-awards/
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RUMINAL ACIDOSIS LEADING TO LAMINITIS

VET TECH NEWS

Andrew Yates 
Vet Tech 

West Regional Lead

Ruminal Acidosis can directly lead 
to lameness, primarily through the 
development of Laminitis. Acute 
Ruminal Acidosis is when the rumen pH 
drops suddenly after over consuming 
large quantities of rapidly fermentable 
carbohydrates eg. crimped wheat, barley. 
The initial symptoms of acidosis include; 
listlessness, diarrhoea, dehydration, 
reduced apetite and weakness. These 
symptoms can lead to physical damage 
of the hoof’s sensitive tissues, resulting 
in altered gait, pain and long term hoof 
growth deformities.
Laminitis is the term we use when we 
form a link between acute acidosis and 
lameness. Laminitis is an inflammatory 
condition of the hoof corium.
Laminitis occurs over several steps:
Endotoxin release – as the acidic 
environment in the rumen develops,  
rumen microbes die, releasing endotoxins 
into the cow’s circulation. These damage 
blood vessels in the hoof.

Vascular constriction and inflammation 
- blood flow to the foot becomes 
compromised and irregular. This weakens 
the supportive structures within the 
hoof.
Chronic lameness - if acute symptoms are 
not addressed quickly, hoof deformities 
develop leading to long term lameness.

Typical symptoms of laminitis include:
•	 short stride, reluctance to stand or 

walk
•	 arched back
•	 increased lying time
•	 reduced feed intakes
•	 hot hooves
•	 increased incidence of sole 

haemorrhaging and/or ulcers at 
trimming

In extreme cases cows may need to be 
culled due to irreversible damage to the 
claw.
The most effective ways of reducing the 
risk of acidosis in cattle are:
•	 increasing dietary long fibre
•	 introduce concentrates slowly 
•	 thoroughly mixed rations to prevent 

sorting 

Treatment involves: 
•	 Frequent stripping of the infected 

quarter 
•	 Antimicrobial treatment – injectable 

and intramammary antibiotics are 
often utilised

•	 Non-steroidal anti-inflammatories 
(NSAIDS) to take down swelling 
and reduce fever

•	 Fluid therapy may be indicated in 
severe cases

•	 Moved into housing, for ease of 
treatments and access to feed

Prognosis is extremely guarded for the 
future functionality of the affected 
quarter, with treatment being aimed 
at restoring systemic well-being of the 
animal, which is particularly crucial 
with many of the affected animals 
being pregnant and therefore at risk of 
abortion. 

Reducing fly exposure, pasture 
management and dry cow treatment 
protocols are all crucial to reduce the risk 
of summer mastitis. Fly control involves 
appropriate fly treatments, such as 
spot-ons, being utilised throughout 
the grazing season, with application 
early in the season being beneficial 
in helping to control exposure. Other 
methods, such as the use of parasitic 
wasps can aid in fly population control 
in certain situations. Pasture selection 
for higher risk cattle will help minimise 
fly exposure, with your overgrown, 
heavily wooded or wetter fields often 
supporting a higher fly population. 
More exposed fields with higher wind 
flow will have a reduced fly presence. 
For your dry cows, the use of a teat 
sealant at dry off will significantly 
reduce the risk of infection. If summer 
mastitis is causing an issue with blind 
quarters in 1st lactation heifers, then 
you can consider a teat sealant prior 

to their first calf, but this does come 
with its own risks and challenges which 
should be discussed with your vet prior 
to undertaking.
Please consult your vet if you have any 
questions regarding management of 
clinical cases and for specific methods 
for reducing the risk on your farm, 
including the use of Parasitic wasps for 
fly population control. 

SUMMER MASTITIS (cont. of page 1)

Olly White 
Veterinary Surgeon
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Losing an animal is always a blow, 
with every death costing - financially, 
emotionally, and practically. However, 
using the opportunity to perform a 
post-mortem examination (PME) can 

provide valuable 
information that 
could potentially 
protect the rest 
of the herd or 
flock and prevent 
further losses. 
In farm animal 
practice, we are 
fairly limited with 
the diagnostics 
available to us 
– we cannot 

easily or economically x-ray a cow for 
example. Often a PME is the only way 
to truly understand what was going on 
with a particular case. 
Some causes of death are obvious, but 
many are not. An animal may show only 
vague signs before dying - reduced 
appetite, scouring, collapse, poor 
growth, or abortion. Alternatively, we 
may be dealing with a sudden death, 
with a seemingly healthy animal found 
dead. Don’t forget that all sudden 
deaths should be reported to APHA via 
your vet, so that Anthrax can be ruled 
out prior to disposal of the carcass.
Some diagnoses are immediately 
obvious on initial gross examination of 
a carcass. Examples include:
•	 Pneumonia 
•	 Clostridial disease
•	 Parasite burdens 

•	 Toxic plant ingestion 
•	 Calving injuries eg uterine tears
•	 ‘Wires’ 
•	 Intestinal torsion
Others require further testing to 
confirm a diagnosis, for example mineral 
toxicities or Johne’s disease. Often 
these samples are a lot easier to get 
from a carcass than from the live animal.
Post-mortems also play an important role 
beyond the individual farm. Diagnostic 
laboratories and veterinary practices 
monitor disease trends across the 
UK, with findings from post-mortems 
helping to identify outbreaks, emerging 
diseases, and changing parasite patterns. 
This information contributes to national 
disease surveillance, which has a vital 
role in protecting UK trade and public 
confidence in livestock production 
To get the most out of a PME, 
preservation of the carcass is extremely 
important - contact us as soon as 
possible and keep the carcass cool 
and protected from scavengers. Avoid 
freezing aborted foetuses or dead lambs 
unless advised. 
A new case is best. Although tempting 
to PM a long term case that died, it 
might be hard to figure out the initial 
triggering problem if there are lots of 
secondary changes.
Sometimes a PME may not give us a 
definitive diagnosis. While this can 
be frustrating, it is never a wasted 
exercise. Excluding a vast number of 
diseases through a PM is very valuable 
information. 

Where can we do a PME? 
In most cases, and certainly for adult 
bovines, it is better to arrange collection 
by your usual fallen stock centre and for 
us to undertake the PME there. Smaller 
animals can be PM’d on farm in a well-
lit, drained and cleanable location. The 
remains will need to be disposed of in 
the usual way.

Did you know?
There is a FREE carcass collection and PM  
service through the APHA laboratories 
at Langford and Starcross. The price 
includes a PM at the lab, diagnostic 
testing and disposal afterwards. On the 
map below you can check if this applies 
(blue) to your region. Clients in the beige 
area must drop off carcasses themselves 
at the laboratories (green dots on map) 
after arranging it through Synergy.

In short, a PME is the most accurate way 
to diagnose a disease in many cases. Its 
true value lies in ascertaining whether 
a cause of death could be prevented in 
future, or if the disease/abnormality is 
likely to spread to others in 
the herd or flock.

POST MORTEMS: THE GOLD STANDARD TEST IN DISEASE INVESTIGATIONS

Claire Rudd 
Veterinary Surgeon

THE HEAT IS ON!
We have already had a taste of record-
breaking heat this year, with May 
temperatures rising in excess of 34oC.
Every year The United Nations 
Environment Programme releases its 
Emissions Gap Report. The latest report 
predicts that, if all government promises 
worldwide are fully implemented, global 
temperatures will likely increase by 2.3 
to 2.5oC by the end of the century. This 
exceeds the 1.5oC increase decreed by 
the 2015 Paris Agreement. 
These increases don’t look that big but 
the implications of each fraction of a 
degree are huge for farming as you will 
know all too well! It’s safe to say the hot 
dry summers and prolonged heatwaves 

are here to stay, and need to be mitigated 
where animal welfare and productivity is 
concerned.
One of my main concerns are calves in 
hutches, and I am sure those of you who 
use hutch systems will have had your 
own concerns about heat-stressed calves 
on very hot days. Despite appearing to 

provide shade they offer little or no relief 
from heat and humidity, often heating up 
like ovens and resulting in an impossible 
choice for the calf between blazing sun 
or even hotter more humid shade, for 
hours or even days on end. 
Hot countries such as those in the 
Middle East often use high open roofs to 
shade their hutch systems, and it seems 
that we will need to rapidly adopt similar 
solutions here in the UK. 

Paula Hunt 
Veterinary Surgeon
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Research

RECENTLY COMPLETED PROJECT

Corkscrew claw study: what we 
looked at and why it matters 

Synergy Farm Health has recently been 
involved in a collaborative research 
project with the Royal Veterinary 
College looking at foot growth and 
corkscrew claw development in dairy 
heifers. The work was carried out by 
Sophie Mahendran from the Royal 
Veterinary College alongside Dave 
Phillips, Vet Tech Manager here at 
Synergy Farm Health, following a large 
group of Holstein heifers through 
the rearing period and into their first 
calving. 
As part of the project, heifers were 
regularly assessed every three months 
to monitor both foot shape and hoof 
growth. A smaller group of heifers 
had detailed foot measurements 
taken using a hydraulic foot trimming 
crush. To measure horn growth rates 
accurately, small superficial burn marks 
were placed on the claw wall using a 
hot iron. These marks allowed the team 
to measure how much horn had grown 

and worn away between visits, giving 
a much clearer picture of how quickly 
heifer feet change during rearing and 
around calving. Alongside this, claw 
shape and toe length were monitored to 
assess when corkscrew-type changes 
first became visible. 
Heifers are a major investment in 
any dairy herd, but their feet are 
often not looked at closely until after 
calving, when problems may already 
be established. This project aimed to 
understand when claw shape changes 
start to appear and whether there may 
be a benefit in inspecting heifer feet 
earlier. 
The study followed a group of Holstein 
heifers on a large housed dairy unit 
from before service through to calving 
and entry into the milking herd. Around 
250 heifers had their foot shape 
assessed every three months over five 
visits. A smaller group of 20 heifers also 
had detailed claw measurements taken, 
allowing us to measure hoof growth 
and wear over time. 
The results showed that heifer feet 
were growing quickly before calving, at 
around 0.22mm per day. Around calving 
and entry into the milking herd, growth 
slowed and wear increased, most likely 
linked to changes in environment, 
walking distance, social mixing and the 
pressures of calving. 
We also saw that changes in claw 
shape could start much earlier than 

many people may expect. Some young 
heifers already showed early signs of 
altered claw shape, and by later visits 
a proportion had developed more 
obvious corkscrew-type changes. 
These changes were most commonly 
seen in the medial claws, across both 
front and back feet. 
One important finding was that claw 
shape did not always get progressively 
worse in a straight line. Some heifers 
improved between visits, suggesting 
that early changes may still be 
manageable if identified in time. 
However, once more severe claw 
changes develop, they may become 
harder to correct. 
From a practical farming point of view, 
this work suggests that waiting until 
after calving to look at heifer feet may be 
too late for some animals. Post-service 
or post-conception foot inspections 
could be a useful opportunity to identify 
long toes, early claw shape changes and 
heifers that may benefit from attention 
before they enter the milking herd. 
The key message is that heifer foot 
health should not be forgotten. Good 
management before calving may help 
maintain better claw shape, reduce 
future lameness risk and support heifers 
as they enter their first lactation. 

 
Dave Phillips 

Vet Tech Manager

We are delighted 
to share that 
CowRecovery was 
selected as a finalist 
in the RASE Burke 
Perpetual Challenge 
Innovation Trophy 
at the Devon County Show last month. This prestigious 
award recognises outstanding agricultural innovation, and 
we are proud to have received a Highly Commended in the 
category for Best New Implement. This recognition highlights 
the impact CowRecovery is making within the industry. 
At the same time, another part of the team travelled 
to Stoneleigh for Farm Fest, where we had a fantastic 

opportunity to meet and speak with members of the 
public. The team spent time promoting animal welfare and 
demonstrating how CowRecovery supports the safe and 
efficient movement of down cows. It was a great platform to 
showcase how our equipment is improving welfare standards 
on farms. A special mention goes to James Yeatman, who was 
recognised as a ‘Farming Hero’ at the event—well deserved 
recognition for his dedication and passion for the industry! 
We also highlighted our online training resources, 
which are available to support all staff and ensure 
best practice when using CowRecovery, helping to 
maintain high welfare standards across all operations. 
Looking ahead, our next event will take place on 30th June 
in Cornwall, hosted at the farm of the Gold Cup winner.

Improving the lives of cows 
and those that care for them

The CowRecovery team had a busy and successful late May Bank holiday 

weekend, attending two major agricultural shows and engaging with both 

industry professionals and the general public

RESEARCH NEWS



Esme Moffett 
Veterinary Surgeon

LYMPSTONE NEWS

Nim Panesar 
Veterinary Surgeon

After what seems like a very long and wet Winter, the summer 
weather is finally upon us and with it, the risk of blowfly 
strike or ‘flystrike’. This is unfortunately a very familiar annual 
problem for sheep farmers and can have a big impact on 
health and welfare. Blowfly strike is caused by larvae of the 
Common Greenbottle fly (Lucillia sericata), which feed on 
the tissues and release toxins, leading to pain, illness and can 
cause death.  A summary of important risk factors for flies 
landing and laying eggs on fleece, and the signs to watch out 
for that may indicate a sheep has flystrike, is shown here
Treatment for an acute case of flystrike should include clipping 
the affected area, disinfection, application of a product that 
kills maggots (i.e. a cypermethrin or deltamethrin), topical/
injectable antibiotics and pain relief. Alpacas can also be 
affected by blowfly strike, and so the same principles of 
careful vigilance and risk management should be applied. 
Please don’t hesitate to speak to a member of our vet or 
RAMA team for advice on suitable products for the treatment 
and prevention of blowfly strike. Speak to your vet during 
your annual health review to help you make a prevention 
strategy ready for next season. Other useful resources that 
provide more information about the local blowfly risk and 

help choosing the right product for treatment/prevention are:
NADIS Parasite Forecast blowfly risk alert  -
https://www.nadis.org.uk/parasite-forecast/
SCOPS - 
https://www.scops.org.uk/external-parasites/
blowflies/

BLOWFLY STRIKE: WHAT TO WATCH OUT FOR THIS SUMMER 

INTERESTING CASE COURSES AT LYMPSTONE

For more information please see page 15 or visit: 
www.SynergyFarmHealth.com

Risk Factors that Attract 
Flies
•	 Warm weather and 

summer rain (humidity)
•	 Long tails
•	 Faecal soiling
•	 Footrot 
•	 Head wounds in rams
•	 Thick-wooled breeds or 

unshorn sheep 
•	 Preventative 

insecticide not applied

Key Signs to Watch For
•	 Isolation from the rest of the 

group
•	 Discoloured fleece
•	 Nibbling or kicking at affected 

area 
•	 Lame sheep
•	 Toxic or severely ill animal
•	 Death 
The signs can progress really fast 
so vigilance is key! Stock should be 
checked twice a day minimum in the 
summer months.

This is Ant, a 3-year-old 
Vietnamese pot-bellied pig 
presenting with a six-month 
history of lameness. The 
client, who is a member of the 
smallholder club, trialled various 
treatment protocols with only 
temporary improvement. Clinical 
examination and palpation 
was challenging, so following 
exclusion of lower limb and foot 
pathology, further diagnostic 
investigation was necessary. 
Establishing a definitive 
diagnosis was essential to 
determine appropriate long-
term management strategies 

while maintaining the highest possible quality of life 
for Ant.
With assistance from a university friend in a local 
equine practice, x-rays were taken under general 
anaesthetic. Findings demonstrated changes 
consistent with elbow dysplasia in his right forelimb, 
a condition that pot-bellied pigs are more prone to 
due to their bone and cartilage development. We 
are currently in discussion with the Langford Farm 
Animal Referral team about medical or surgical 
management options, but in the meantime 
he is comfortable on pain relief (and a bit 
of a diet). 

Anna Hardcastle 
Veterinary Surgeon

In the last few months we have held a Milksure course, an AI course 
and a foot trimming course in and around our Lympstone region and 
they’ve all been a great success. Farmer training is a really big part 
of what we do at Synergy and being able to bring some of our most 
popular courses to Devon has been fantastic. 
Other popular courses include the 
Sheep Faecal Egg Counting course, the 
Youngstock Course and the Calving 
Course and it would be great to make 
these available to our Lympstone clients. 
If there is a course you are interested in 
then please contact the practice or speak 
to your vet – we can either use your farm 
as a host location or do specific on-farm 
training for your team. 

Baby Thea was born on Sunday 26th April weighing 
in at an impressive 9lb 11oz after a fairly difficult 
birth. They spent a week in the special care baby 
unit, but are now settling into life at home and big 
sister Maggie is obsessed.

to Katie and 
family on their 
new arrival!! 
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Devon YFC Show and Sale Sponsorship

Podcast with Synergy Vet Esme Moffett and Cornish Mutual

During the Easter Holidays the Devon 
Federation of Young Farmer’s Clubs 
held their annual show and sale at 
Kivell’s Livestock Market, Exeter. It 
was another huge success with plenty 
of impressive animals on display and 
we were delighted to be supporting 
several of the clubs involved. 
As ever there were butchers pigs, pet 
lambs, ewes and lambs, beef cattle and 
dairy heifers on display with young 
farmers of all ages taking part. It is 
evident how much work goes into this 
day, not just from the competitors, but 
from the individual club organization, 
the county team and all the staff from 
Kivells market – those in the kitchen 
were kept particularly busy keeping 
the crowds well fed!

It is so lovely to see the support that 
comes out, not just from the families 
of those involved, but people who 
are connected to the clubs past and 
present and the wider agricultural 
community – bringing people together 
for a day of socialization and healthy 
competition. 
Judge, Andy Lane, had the very 
difficult task of choosing the Supreme 
Champion Exhibit of the whole show 
from the Supreme Champions of the 
individual categories and this year it 
went to Jasmine Cligg of Culm Valley 
YFC with her Dairy Down Calving 
Heifer, Beaconhill Solar Power 
Rae. Mr Lane described her as ‘an 
excellent example of its breed’ and 
from the raucous applause I think 

the crowd were in agreement. Huge 
congratulations to Jasmine who wins 
the Mole Valley Farmers Cup. 
A massive well done to all those who 
took part, we very much look forward 
to supporting the event again next 
year. 

Esme Moffett 
Veterinary Surgeon
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Please visit the Synergy Team for refreshments and a chat if 
you are attending any of the following shows this season:

It’s Show Time!

26 JULY, TOTNES SHOW
----------------------------------------------
28 JULY, 
NSA SHEEP EVENT 2026
----------------------------------------------
6 AUG, HONITON SHOW
----------------------------------------------
8 AUG,  
ELLINGHAM & RINGWOOD SHOW
----------------------------------------------
13 AUG, OKEHAMPTON SHOW

19-20 AUG,  
GILLINGHAM & SHAFTESBURY SHOW
----------------------------------------------
27 AUG, MELPLASH SHOW
----------------------------------------------
5-6  SEPT, DORSET COUNTY SHOW
----------------------------------------------
7 OCT, THE DAIRY SHOW

What are the biggest biosecurity risks facing South West farms 
right now and what simple habits could help reduce them?
On this episode of Farming Focus™ by Cornish Mutal, our very 
own  Lympstone vet Esme Moffett and Devon sheep farmer 
Peter Delbridge joined host Peter Green to discuss everything 
from boundaries and quarantine to testing, vaccination and 
changing day-to-day routines.
Listen in for practical conversation about reducing risk, 
building awareness and protecting livestock health: 
https://www.cornishmutual.co.uk/news-advice/farming-focus-
podcast

Great stuff Esme - we are looking 
forward to the next one!
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SEASONAL REMINDERS
It has been a kind lambing for many this year, with excellent 
weather and plenty of grass around. Key themes for our spring 
lambing flocks included lots of vaginal prolapses (due to extra 
multiples and ewes in very good BCS heading into lambing), 
lots of lambs (after a flush of grass in the autumn) and an early 
start to the flystrike season.
There was an excellent turnout at the Centurion meeting, run 
in collaboration with AHDB, at our very own Emily Gascoigne’s 
farm in May, learning about the Breed4Change project and 
exploring how performance recording and sustainable worm 
control is shaping their flock. A big thanks goes to Janet 
Rodden and Sam Boon for the expertise and enthusiasm they 
brought to the day.
In this issue of sheep news we continue our worm control 
series, focusing this time on Haemonchus, which is becoming 

a year-on-year concern for many of 
our flocks. We also consider seasonal 
external parasites, collecting and 
reviewing 8 week weights and Imo 
gives us some great food for thought 
on feed planning now for next year’s 
lambing.
We will be at NSA Malvern on Tuesday 
28th July and look forward to offering you some refreshment 
and catching up with you there. Watch this space for more 
exciting Team Sheep events in the coming months. 

Charlotte Mouland 
Veterinary Surgeon

Imogen Rogers 
Veterinary Surgeon

THINKING AHEAD TO LAMBING 2027
It’s that time of year again where we 
reflect back on lambing time. Overall, 
lambing seemed to go well. Many of you 
were proactive with your flock planning 
this year, so there seemed to be fewer 
unexpected, nasty surprises!  
However, one of the topics that did 
cause a few headaches was feeding 
housed ewes. Following on from a dry 
summer last year, there were many farms 
that weren’t able to reach for the prime 
forage they would usually use. Most 
were left trying to work with what they 
had. As a result, we did see increased 
levels of Twin Lamb Disease (TLD) on 
some farms, and poor colostrum quality 
on others. 
As vets, we can talk about the 
importance of good nutrition in the run 
up to lambing until we are blue in the 

face! Feeding appropriately has many 
benefits, with reduced TLD and dystocia 
levels being the most significant (and 
noticeable during lambing time). Usually, 
the conversation with your vet about 
feeding starts in the run up to lambing, 
however I challenge you to think about 
your 2027 lambing nutrition now! This 
all starts with forage. What forage do 
you plan to feed? Are you going to be 
producing your own? How are you going 
to store it? 
Every year, Team Sheep get challenged 
to balance multiple diets where average 
to poor quality hay is the only forage 
available. Ultimately, due to the high 
levels of energy and protein required 
to feed twins and triplets, hay often 
just doesn’t cut the mustard. On these 
farms, we will try to compensate by 
feeding more cake, however, this often 

still leaves ewes in 
an energy deficit, 
which greatly 
increases their risk 
of TLD. On top of 
this, feeding high 
levels of cake can 
be a very costly 
exercise and 

greatly increase the risk of acidosis in 
the ewes – a disease that can easily be 
fatal. 
Whilst I appreciate that not all of you 
have access to a silage clamp and there 
is a certain degree of ‘working with 
what you’ve got’, I encourage you to 
speak to your vet to see if there are any 
easy changes that might work 
for you.

These on farm meetings will be reporting on the results of the ‘Challenge 
Sheep’ project, which has run since 2017 on 11 different farms across 
England investigating the impact of body condition, and breeding ewes as 
ewe lambs or shearlings, on lifetime performance.

Using EID (electronic recording), the farms monitored:
•	 Weight
•	 Body condition score (BCS)
•	 Lambing data
•	 Lamb performance

Data was collected multiple times throughout the production year and 
analysed. This data has helped participating farmers make decisions for 
their flocks and make changes to improve their breeding decisions, and has 
built up a huge dataset. 
These interactive event, kindly hosted by the Hawke and Pearse families, 
will feature Synergy vets Emily Gascoigne, Charlotte Mouland and Nicky 

Ogden as well as other industry experts to relay 
the project’s findings and give lots of ideas on 
how to improve management of flocks for the 
better. 
We hope to see you there!

AHDB Challenge Sheep Events: Flock Foundations - Early Decisions, Lasting Gains

To book please visit: www.ahdb.org.uk/events

THURS 25TH JUNE, 10AM-3PM 
F D Pearse & Sons of Park Farm, Membury, 

Axminster EX13 7TB

WED 22ND JULY, 10AM-3PM 
Rob and Anna Hawke of Throope Farm, 

Bishopstone, Salisbury SP5 4AY
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Nicky Ogden 
Veterinary Surgeon

**BE AWARE, the clinical signs of Haemonchus and liver 
fluke can overlap, but the treatment strategy for both is 
different – we need to understand what is causing the 
problem**

HELP! I THINK I HAVE A HAEMONCHUS PROBLEM

As part of our focus on parasite control, in this edition we will 
address Haemonchus contortus (Barber’s Pole worm), aiming 
to understand: 
a) why getting the diagnosis right is crucial and;
b) how we should identify when it’s a problem in our flocks.

 

How is Haemonchus different to  
other sheep gut worms?
Unlike other worms, Haemonchus sucks blood, causing 
anaemia (pale mucous membranes), “bottle jaw” and death. 
The other big difference with Haemonchus is that we see 
problems in adult sheep as well as lambs. Often the first 
issue farmers report is weak ewes or lambs who fail to keep 
up when moving them, or sheep who very suddenly lose 
condition. There is often also an absence of scour.
Traditionally Haemonchus was seen as a late summer issue, 
but changes to weather and grazing patterns mean that we 
are starting to see it earlier in the season. 

How do I know if I have a problem?
We can diagnose Haemonchus from worm egg counts or 
from post-mortem. Contact your vet if you have suspicions 
of Haemonchus, particularly if you haven’t seen it on 
farm before. Regular faecal egg counts will often pick up 
Haemonchus problems as it can cause very high worm egg 
counts!

If Haemonchus is confirmed, what next?
It is likely that treatment will be 
necessary, especially if there are 
clinical signs in the sheep. The 
treatment method will depend on 
the egg count and the group of sheep 
affected, amongst other things. 
As with other wormer treatments it 
is important to leave a proportion 
of the group not treated to reduce 
our risk of wormer (anthelmintic) 
resistance developing. We can use 
the FAMACHA scoring system (used 
to assess anaemia via the eyelid in sheep) to identify which 
sheep to leave, and which to treat, which the vet will be able 
to advise you on.

The control for Haemonchus can be 
complex, but here are a few tips to start 
you off: 
•	 Ensure that the treatment you use 

works against Haemonchus on 
your farm. Follow up any treatment 
given with a post-drench worm egg 
count to ensure that Haemonchus 
has been cleared out as expected. 

•	 Rest pastures/understand ‘hot-
spot’ fields. Record routine FECs on 
a farm map to understand where 
peaks of Haemonchus activity are 
occurring. Plan grazing rotations 
around these where possible.

•	 Adopt rigorous quarantine protocols: This is THE best 
way to ensure that Haemonchus does not come onto 
your farm. Discuss with your vet the best quarantine 
procedure for you.

For more information, don’t hesitate to listen to our podcast 
on our Podcasts and Webinars page: 
https://www.synergyfarmhealth.com/
haemonchus-podcast/

Haemonchus AND liver fluke 
can cause the following clinical 
signs: 
•	 Anaemia 
•	 Loss of condition 
•	 Lethargy 
•	 Bottle jaw 
•	 Death 

Pale mucous 
membranes seen here 
inside eyelid, due to 
anaemia

Figure 1. 
Haemonchus worms 
can be seen on 
postmortem of an 
infected lamb

‘Breeding for Sustainability in the 
Commercial Flock’ Meeting Round up

Thank you to all the guests who attended the farm walk on 
22nd May at Prospect Poll Dorsets, Swanage. With guests 
speakers Janet Roden from Innovis Breeding Sheep, Sam 
Boon from Signet Breeding Services and Charlotte and Emily 
from our Synergy Sheep Team, everyone had an insight into 
Breed for CH4nge and how the Poll Dorset is working in this 
landscape.
Belted Galloway and Hebridean enthusiasts were not 
disappointed!
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ITCHING FOR SUMMER

WHY 8-WEEK LAMB WEIGHTS MATTER

Warmer weather often brings a whole 
host of different external parasites 
to be thinking about when managing 
flocks day to day. While blowfly strike 
is usually at the forefront of everyone’s 
mind other parasites such as ticks, 
nasal bots, midges, lice and mites can 
all be encountered at this time of year 
and can all have significant impacts on 
flock health, welfare and productivity. 
Often in these cases it is much easier 
to prevent infection rather than treat 
clinical cases. 

Ticks 
The most common tick affecting sheep 
is Ixodes ricinus which in addition 
to causing local inflammation and 
annoyance to sheep and people, can 
also transmit Louping ill, Tickborne 
fever and Tick pyaemia. Often products 

used for blowfly strike prevention have 
additional tick cover but other control 
measures involve avoiding areas where 
a higher number of ticks may be present 
such as along hedgerows or long grass. 
 
Midges 
As I’m sure everyone is aware by now the 
Culicoides midge is of increasing concern 
due to its ability to spread diseases such 
as Bluetongue virus. Control measures 
are difficult as topical products/pour on 
have little effect but midge numbers can 
be reduced by utilising exposed pasture 
with good airflow or fans when indoors. 
There is an additional line of defence as 
vaccination for BTV-3 is still available 
before the peak risk periods of late 
summer and autumn. 

Nasal bots 
Nasal bots are the larvae of a different 
fly species (Oestrus ovis) which develop 
after adult flies deposit small early-stage 
larvae into the nostrils of sheep and 
goats. These larvae mature and migrate 
to the sinuses where they cause clinical 

signs such as nasal discharge, sneezing, 
head shaking, reduced weight gain in 
lambs and reduction in milk production. 
Prevention is difficult but similar as for 
the midges above however if clinical 
signs are seen diagnosis and additional 
treatment are required. 

Lice and mites 
While mainly a problem during the 
winter months and when flocks are 
housed lice and mites (sheep scab) can 
still cause a problem during the summer 
especially if buying in new stock or 
having direct contact with neighbouring 
stock. 
Additional information can be found 
at https://www.scops.org.uk/external-
parasites/
For further information or to discuss 
your current ectoparasite control plans 
please reach out to one of the team. 

Collecting lamb weights at around eight 
weeks of age is one of the simplest 
ways to get an objective snapshot of 
how your lambs are performing. At this 
stage, lambs are still benefiting from 
milk, but grass is starting to provide a 
major proportion of their intake. 
As a guide, an eight-week weight of 
around 20kg is often used as a useful 
target in commercial lowland systems 
for a twin lamb. Although breed, litter 
size and production system all need to 
be taken into account.

These weights help 
to identify lambs 
that are not thriving, 
to allow for early 
intervention. Lambs 
that are well behind 
target (<17kg) at 
this point often 
continue to lag 

behind through weaning and finishing 
and so may benefit from earlier weaning 
and/or clinical investigation.
Pasture quality, parasite challenge or 
underlying health problems can also 
be picked up before they become more 
costly later in the season.
This data also gives us valuable 
information about ewe performance 
and in particular milk supply, which 

has made up the majority of the food 
source for the lambs to this point. This 
allows interventions to be in place for 
the following lambing where needed. 
Building  up year-on-year flock records 
can allow us to benchmark performance 
and support management, breeding and 
replacement decisions.
Even if it’s not practical to weigh every 
lamb, weighing a representative sample 
in consistent groups can still provide 
valuable information. Done regularly 
and interpreted in the context of breed, 
age and system, eight-week weights can 
be a powerful management tool that 
helps improve lamb health, growth and 
flock profitability.
 

Adam Robbins 
Veterinary Surgeon

Emily Fraser 
Veterinary Surgeon

Table 1 Approximate daily weight gain in g/
day for a lamb born at 3kg

We are pleased to be returning to NSA 
Event 2026 on Tuesday 28th July at 

Three Counties Showground in Malvern, 
Worcestershire WR13 6NW

We hope to see some of you on stand 218 
for refreshments and chat!
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ZOLVIX 2.5% DRENCH
500ML £127 

1LT £190    
2.5LT £476

MEAT WITHHOLD: 7 DAYS 
CANNOT BE USED IN ANIMALS 

PRODUCING MILK FOR HUMAN 
CONSUMPTION

Summer Products*

CLIK EXTRA
2.2LT £143
5LT £255

MEAT WITHHOLD: 40 DAYS 
CANNOT BE USED IN ANIMALS 

PRODUCING MILK FOR HUMAN 
CONSUMPTION

ECTOFLY
2.5LT £51
5LT £71

MEAT WITHHOLD: 8 DAYS 
MILK WITHHOLD: 5 DAYS

SPOTINOR
1LT £57   

2.5LT £105
WITHHOLD: CATTLE – MEAT AND OFFAL 

17 DAYS.  MILK ZERO HOURS. 
 SHEEP – MEAT AND OFFAL 35 DAYS. 
NOT AUTHORISED FOR USE IN EWES 

PRODUCING MILK FOR HUMAN 
CONSUMPTION.

*Other products are available so discuss your requirements with our Dispensary Team. 
Prices correct at time of print and are subject to availability. Offers end 31.08.26. All prices ex VAT.

SOLANTEL DRENCH
1LT £37

2.5LT £65
5LT £100

MEAT WITHHOLD (SHEEP): 42 DAYS 
CANNOT BE USED IN ANIMALS 

PRODUCING MILK FOR HUMAN 
CONSUMPTION

CYDECTIN 2% INJECTION
50ML £25  200ML £85

500ML £202
MEAT WITHHOLD: 104 DAYS 

CANNOT BE USED IN ANIMALS 
PRODUCING MILK FOR HUMAN 

CONSUMPTION

UDDERMINT 
600ML £16

2.5L £61
DEEPLY SOOTHING UDDER MINT 

CREAM WITH 35% JAPANESE 
PEPPERMINT OIL EXTRACT STRONG 
COOLING LINIMENT. MENTHOL RUB 
WITH NATURAL INGREDIENTS FOR 

JOINT AND MUSCLE RUB.

SUPER STRENGTH 
FLY SPRAY

5L £49
KILLS FLIES, MOSQUITOES, MOTHS, 

WASPS, ANTS, COCKROACHES, 
EARWIGS, SILVERFISH, BRISTLETAILS, 
FLEAS, BED-BUGS, BEETLES, SPIDERS, 

MITES, TICKS AND LICE.

A NOTE FROM JON READER, MANAGING DIRECTOR

One of the overarching aims for the Synergy team is to make 
sure that we do not rely on the sales of medicines in the future 
to remain a sustainable business. This reliance on medicines 
has reduced over the last few years especially as the sales 
of antibiotics have come down. In a recent benchmarking 
exercise, we were proud to see that our farms had one of 
the lowest usages of antimicrobials per vet anywhere in the 
country.
As the use of antibiotics has come down, there has been an 
increasing awareness of the benefits of non-steroidals for 
pain relief especially in freshly calved heifers and lameness 
cases. These non-steroidals (specifically Metacam) used to 
be niche products and we are pleased to say that as they 
have become more widely used, we have managed to 
negotiate a reduction in price for these vital medicines. 
We have sourced an identical alternative to Metacam that 
comes in a 250 mls bottle. This is called Loxicom and has the 
same dosage and milk/meat withhold. We are pleased to say 
that we have been able to reduce the price of this compared 
to Metacam by approximately 35% (per dose). 
For some people, a large bottle might not be appropriate and 
so Metacam 100mls is still available and with some further 
negotiating with our suppliers we have managed to reduce 
the price of this by just over 20%.

Another commonly used non steroidal is Ketofen. In the 
same way, a 250 mls bottle is available and we have managed 
to secure a reduced price for this larger bottle leading to an 
reduction of approximately 20% in price. 
The supply of medicines has been very difficult in the last 
6 to 12 months and although we have occasionally had to 
change the brand name of the medicine we are providing, 
we have done everything we can to make sure that we 
always have an alternative for you. 
Draxxin is one medicine (antibiotic) that has had these supply 
issues and we have taken the decision to use an identical 
alternative called Tulloxin going forward. This will also be 
considerably cheaper to you than Draxxin was previously. 
All cost savings have been passed onto the farmer and 
we will do our very best to provide a consistent supply of 
medicines going forward. Please do not hesitate to contact a 
member of our dispensary team for more information.

Jon Reader 
Managing Director
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Vaccines and fridge medicines arrive at Synergy Dispensary 
every morning with our daily delivery. Throughout their 
journey from manufacturer to arriving with us they have 
travelled through a closely monitored ‘cold chain’. This 
essentially means their temperature is constantly recorded 
as they are transported from factory to wholesale and then 

to us. At Synergy the cold chain 
continues with constant monitoring 
of all fridges where vaccines/ fridge 
medicines are stored, this includes 
all of our collection fridges around 
the practice, and monitoring of van 
fridges along delivery routes. This 
monitoring is to ensure the efficacy 
of the product we are supplying by 
keeping it within the 2°C-8°C range.

From the moment you collect your fridge medicines, or they 
are placed into your fridge by one of our Veterinary Support 
Assistants, the cold chain process begins with you – so what 
can you do to keep the cold chain running effectively?
•	 Bring a cool bag with ice blocks to collect medicines 

from any of our centres (even if you live close by).
•	 Never leave medicines in a vehicle – temperatures can 

quickly reach up to 40°C by which time the product will 
have been destroyed.

•	 Keep a simple thermometer within your own fridge and 
check this regularly (daily if possible) to ensure ranges 
are correct.

•	 Don’t overstock your fridge, a fridge without space for air 
circulation cannot maintain constant cool temperatures.

Ambient medicines must be kept in a temperature range 
between 8°C-24°C, although this is more easily managed, 
things do still need to be considered. 

•	 Are medicines in a cold office during winter months 
where they are likely to freeze, or does the office get 
particularly hot in the summer?  

•	 Make sure medicines aren’t left in the vehicle after you 
have been out to an animal. Ambient medicines can also 
be damaged by high temperatures within a vehicle that 
may make the treatment less effective.

How else can we maintain the efficacy and safety of our 
products?
•	 Never keep a needle in the top of a broached bottle, this 

creates constant access for air and bacteria.
•	 Make sure any lids on bottles are tightly sealed for the 

same reason.
•	 Keep light-sensitive medicines in their original box.
•	 Write the date you broach a bottle on the box with 

marker pen, most medicines come with a standard 
28-day broach period, where-after the efficacy is not  
guaranteed.

•	 Rotate any new medicines to the back of the shelf for 
use, so that shorter expiry dates are used first.

•	 Ensure any out-of-date medicines are disposed of  in your 
pharmaceutical disposal container and used needles into 
your sharps disposal container so these are not used in 
error.

•	 Clean any dosing/drenching equipment immediately 
after use so old medicine cannot contaminate new.

If you would like to discuss your medicine storage, our 
dispensary team are always happy to help.

SMART STORAGE FOR FARM MEDICINES: KEEP THEM SAFE AND EFFECTIVE

Megan Vellam 
K-SQP (RAMA)

Social Synergy
@SynergyFarmHealth
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(RE-) INTRODUCING OUR BEEF HEALTH PACKAGES

Package includes visits which can be 
tailored to your requirements:

•	 Visit A - 120 minutes

•	 Visit B - 120 minutes

•	 Visit C - 60 minutes

PLUS:

•	 Visit D - PD Session 
Up to 50 cows included. Additional 
Cows £2.36 +VAT

•	 Visit E, 20 minutes Blood Sampling 
Session 
Ideal for Youngstock Screen at TB test

Never has optimal performance for a 
beef suckler herd been more pertinent, 
or the economic gap between a 
productive herd and a sub-optimally 
productive herd been more apparent. 
With store and finishing stock prices 
in a strong position, ensuring there 
are no passengers in the herd and that 
nothing is slowing down performance 
has never been more important. An 

extra calf or two to sell in the autumn is now considerable 
income and it is always good to see the entire herd working 
as they should and producing well grown calves.
A proactive approach lends itself well to our health packages 
and as herds head into the mating season, we are pleased to 
launch our new and updated packages following feedback.
Designed to be totally flexible, the two packages are designed 
to help both farmer and vet have a structured, focused 
approach to your herd, ensuring proactive management 

tasks and veterinary engagement get the attention they need 
in the most economical way possible. 
Our two pay-monthly packages are designed to be delivered 
by your named vet team and to reach the goals set by you.
Additional benefits across both packages include: 
•	 10% discount on bull breeding soundness examinations,
•	 10% Off Vet Tech Services for lame/trimming cows and 

bulls (minimum number/visit applies and subject to your 
location)

•	 10% off diet preparation and reviews and 10% off worm 
egg counting in our laboratory

So whatever your goal, whether health status, more calves 
per annum, weaning performance, cow efficiency, sustainable 
worm control or selling more bulls, our team are here to help.
If you would like more information on the packages and how 
they can be adapted for your own goals, please 
speak to your routine vet.

BEEF HEALTH 
ADVISORY PACKAGE

BEEF CONSULTANCY PACKAGE

NEW!

Package includes visits three 
pre-planned visits:

•	 Visit A - 60 minutes

•	 Visit B - 60 minutes

•	 Visit C - 20 minutes

PLUS:

•	 Visit D - PD Session 
Up to 30 cows included 
Additional Cows £2.50 +VAT

Package only available for registered clients of Synergy Farm Health. 
*Prices correct at time of printing June 2026.

Package only available for registered client 
of Synergy Farm Health. 

*Prices correct at time of printing June 2026.

Our newly launched Beef Health and Advisory Package is designed for herds 
from 20 to 60 cows who want to take a proactive approach to health planning. 
Using the “bitesize chunks” of this package, herds can tailor how visits are 
used to meet their specific goals. The package will be delivered by your routine 
veterinary team.

RENAMED

Our original package, renamed, the Beef Consultancy Package is designed for herds over 100 
cows, already engaged in health planning, but who are looking to push further. It is ideal for 
those engaged in data recording, those engaged in CHECs Health Schemes, and clients looking 
for comprehensive input from their veterinary team.

£46 + VAT per month, or £552 + VAT per year* £81 + VAT per month, or £972 + VAT per year*

MON 8TH JUNE, 5PM
By Kind Permission of Tim Collins 

Gore Cross Farm, West Lavington, Devizes, 
Wiltshire SN10 4NB 

COMING SOON!! 
BEEF SUCKLER SUMMER 

MEETING NR DORCHESTER 
More details to follow, please visit 

our website for further updates!Please join the Synergy beef and Gore 
Cross Farm teams for an evening farm walk 
on Salisbury Plain. 
A great opportunity to gain� an insight into 
an extensive,� predominantly outdoor beef� 
suckler system.

Performance and the low 
input suckler cow- where 

numbers meet nature

Our Beef Farm Summer Walks TO BOOK PLEASE VISIT:  
WWW.SYNERGYFARMHEALTH.COM

KINDLY 
SPONSORED 

BY

Tom Warboys 
Veterinary Surgeon

FOOD 

PROVIDED
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LOOKING AHEAD TO THE SUMMER

Many of you will be looking ahead to 
the mating period, and to managing 
cows and calves through the summer’s 
grazing. There are always so many 
things to think about at this time of 
year, but a few minutes focusing on 
some tasks now will save a lot of grief, 
time and cost later in the year. Our vets 
will have written on all of these topics in 
the past, so this is a timely reminder of 
some of those vital jobs.

Fertility
Bull Breeding Soundness Exams (BBSEs) 
are an important way to hit the ground 
running in the mating period and avoid 
a nasty shock at the PDs. If bulls are 

not being assessed before working, 
at a bare minimum they must be 
monitored to ensure they are working 
and do not suddenly go lame or injure 
themselves. It is surprising (or perhaps 
understandable!) how many bulls only 
seem to work at night, making it even 
harder to be confident they are doing 
their job. Bulls also need good vision 
to detect bulling cows and good feet to 
cope with mounting and travel, making 
a foot trim pre-mating well worth it. 
Bluetongue will no doubt be discussed 
this summer, and certainly infection 
at the wrong moment can render a 
bull sub-fertile for potentially months. 
Hopefully he will have been vaccinated 
by now to ensure he has developed 
good immunity and is protected for the 
year. Cows also need vaccinating to 
prevent infertility or abortions.

Pasture
You will know if you have had tick-
borne diseases such as Redwater and 
Tick-borne fever before, but be vigilant 
as cows are out. Finding clean pasture 
for calves or perhaps allowing them 

ahead of the cows will reduce the 
challenge of gut worms that they face. 
And likewise lungworm, although there 
is the additional advantage of being able 
to vaccinate. Last year, with the lack of 
grass, we also saw some plant toxicities 
with cattle browsing hedgerows, ditches 
or field margins they would normally not 
be interested in (think Hemlock Water 
Dropwort!).
You may wonder if any/all of these are 
necessary, especially tasks like bolusing 
which are often done routinely. 
The Animal Health and Welfare 
Pathway funding will cover the cost of 
investigating, or it could be used to fund 
the monitoring tools you need to be 
confident there are no nasty surprises 
round the corner. Please speak to your 
vet if you have any questions about 
these tasks or how to go about the 
AHWP funding - it is very quick and 
simple to access.

Tom Warboys 
Veterinary Surgeon

NOTES FROM THE FARM

Let’s start with the positives:
•	 Cattle all wintered well
•	 Turnips for the out-wintered youngstock did very well and 

the ground held up with the not too inclement weather 
this year allowing us to make savings on straw and forage 

•	 Forage just about held out
•	 Turn out was early 
•	 And a big one for me - no pneumonia in the autumn 

calves following use of vaccines  before housing – this 
was a great use of the AHWP money 18 mths ago to get 
a respiratory virus screen and establish which vaccine to 
use

•	 Lastly (not sure if a positive or negative), I managed to 
unintentionally put my eldest daughter off being a vet.

Which leads us to the negatives:
•	 Spring calving was challenging with 25% assisted calvings
•	 This has resulted in a longer than usual cull list including 

a new homegrown bull that was used on the heifers and 
was throwing slightly too big calves that didn’t get going 
easily, if at all 

•	 Assisted calvings in the heifers were possibly due to late 
application of iodine, which will be improved this year by 
using a bolus and our new head scoop courtesy of FETF

•	 Vaginal prolapse pre calving x 1 –  only one animal but it 
reappeared multiple times, she produced a dead calf

•	 Uterine prolapse post-calving (big calf without assistance) 
x 1

•	 Uterine torsion x 1
•	 Caesarean section x 1 – unfortunately the uterine torsion 

was impossible to correct so a caesearean become 
necessary.

I wish you all a good 
silage/hay making 
summer and encourage 
you to make sure you 
use the AHWP funding 
that is available whilst 
it’s there.  It can make 
a valuable difference 
to your business if you 
use it wisely e.g. are 
your youngstock not 
growing as well as you 
would like or stores not 
gaining weight?  Is your 
calving period longer than you would like – maybe the bull 
needs fertility testing or you need to investigate a possible 
mineral deficiency?  

Clare Eames 
Veterinary Surgeon
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Keith Cutler 
Veterinary Surgeon

AVOIDING HEALTH SCREENING PITFALLS

Many of you will have used herd-
level BVD screens to access the 
Animal Health and Welfare Pathway 
funding.  This involves a ‘check’ test 
– testing blood samples from half-a-
dozen youngstock in each separately 
managed group. This is for antibodies 
to BVD virus, to assess the likelihood of 
exposure to a persistently infected (PI) 
animal in the group.
For check testing to provide meaningful 
results, it is important that the animals 
sampled are chosen with care. 
They should be:
•	 home-bred, so that any positive 

results reflect the situation on your 
own farm

•	 weaned and ideally between nine 
and twelve months of age, so that 
residual antibodies from colostrum 
will not cause a positive result

•	 unvaccinated, which would cause 
seroconversion to the virus

If the check test results are entirely 
antibody negative, the conclusion is 
that there has been no exposure to BVD 
and your herd may be free of the virus.  
Attention should then be focussed on 
biosecurity.
If multiple animals in the check test are 
BVD antibody-positive, this indicates 
exposure to the virus.  A review of 

biosecurity will be necessary, but in 
addition a ‘PI hunt’ may be advised. 
Sometimes, only a single animal is 
found to be antibody positive. In this 
case, repeat sampling a month later 
of the same animals, plus another 
half-a-dozen from the same cohort, is 
indicated to gain a better understanding 
of herd status.
IBR is similar to BVD, in that it is a 
viral disease that spreads quickly in 
naïve populations. This means that if 
antibody-positive animals are identified, 
herd-level infection can be predicted. 
In other respects, however, IBR is very 
different – latent (dormant) infection is 
usually established after infection, so 
to establish herd-level freedom from 
IBR, testing of every animal is required.  
Again, vaccination can complicate the 
picture but, in the case of IBR, ‘marker’ 
vaccines are available which allow tests 
to distinguish vaccine antibodies from 
the virus itself- you must ensure the 
correct test is requested when dealing 
with vaccinated animals. 
Bacterial diseases are even more 
complex. Seroconversion is often 
slower than it is to viral diseases, so 
to prove status, more (sometimes 
all) animals in the herd will require 
testing. This is the case with the ‘skin’ 
test for TB.  In addition, interpreting 
results can be more complex because 
of cross reactions with similar bacteria 
that may not cause disease; cattle 
exposed to Leptospira saxkoebing 
(Field vole lepto!), for example, may give 
low positive results when tested for 
antibodies to the bacteria that cause 
bovine leptospirosis.

Of particular concern is the interaction 
between bTB, the SICCT (TB skin test) 
and Johne’s disease. If MAP (the cause 
of Johne’s disease) testing is carried out 
on blood samples collected soon after 
a skin test, there is often an apparent 
increase in positives. ‘False’ positives 
are often claimed, but this is very often 
not the case.  The tuberculin used in the 
skin test has boosted a MAP antibody 
response that was already present, 
but below the limit of test detection.  
These results are actually true positives, 
correctly identifying infected animals 
earlier than would otherwise have been 
the case- this can be useful when trying 
to manage infection out of a herd.
As a final word of advice, for those clients 
engaged with CHeCS, don’t forget that 
a Johne’s disease Risk Level status can 
be preserved when positive animals are 
identified - if a faecal sample from each 
positive animal is collected by a vet and 
tested for MAP with a negative result 
(this only means that the animal is not 
shedding the infectious bacteria at the 
time it was sampled, not that the animal 
is not infected with MAP). This should 
be remembered if an animal has to leave 
the herd in an emergency situation - 
especially after a blood sample has been 
collected, but before the test result 
is known. In such a situation, a faecal 
sample should always be collected 
from the casualty animal, to be tested 
if necessary when the blood test result 
becomes available.

Synergy’s Independent Vet Tech Livestock Support Services
For your more labour intensive or specialist livestock husbandry procedures on farm. Our highly qualified team have extensive 
agricultural experience and arrive on site with all the required handling equipment, tools and technology.

MOBILE FOOT 
TRIMMING

RoMS ACCREDITED 
MOBILITY SCORING

LAME COW SERVICE  
for swift relief and treatment 

for improved prognosis

FREEZE BRANDING 
for large quantities, 

alterations or new stock

CALF DISBUDDING 
Knock Down – 
using sedation, 

local anaesthesia and 
additional pain relief

ARTIFICIAL
INSEMINATION 

Beef and Heifer 
Synchronisation and AI. 

Control and tailor calving 
patterns

CATTLE PREGNANCY 
SCANNING 

helping farms achieve 
high levels of reproductive 

efficiency

VACCINATION 
SERVICE 

for youngstock vaccines, 
service free up to 6 months 
of age. Whole herd boosters

For more details of our Vet Tech Services or to 
book please call 

01935 83682
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SUMMER 2026 TRAINING COURSES
FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO BOOK PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE:  

www.SynergyFarmHealth.com or call 01935 83682
= Crewkerne = Lympstone= Rampisham = On Farm

Learn how to get the most from medicines on farm and 
how to use them to maximum effect, in a fully compliant 
manner. Red Tractor compliant, for all experience levels.

£89 ex VAT        

15th September             Rampisham

Safe Use of Veterinary 
Medicines (General)

8 POINTS

Lantra First Aid For Feet Plus 
Two Days - Foot Trimming
Covering lameness detection, basic anatomy of the foot, 
lesion identification and best treatment. 

Lantra First Aid For Feet 
- Foot Trimming
Aimed at beginners as well as those requiring competency in 
the early identification and treatment of newly lame cows.

£271 ex VAT                 

16th July                Crewkerne

Foot Trimming Courses

£404 ex VAT              

16th-17th July                   On Farm & Crewkerne

 The opportunity to use our bespoke calving simulator 
forms part of our comprehensive day to build skills and 
knowledge of how to calve a cow

£117 ex VAT            
18th August         Rampisham 

Practical Calving 8 POINTS

Learn how to undertake sheep worm egg counts for your 
flock using the Modified McMaster Technique

£117 ex VAT           
28th August             Rampisham  

Sheep Worm Egg Counting 8 POINTS

£50 ex VAT            
11th September         Rampisham

The technical essentials for farmers to safeguard 
residue-free milk

MilkSure Part One 4 POINTS

Did you know?
Bespoke training courses are available and 

can be delivered on farm for your staff - 
speak to Emma in our Marketing Office for 

further details

'FOUNDATION DAIRY SKILLS' 
COURSE 

BEGINS THURSDAY 25TH JUNE
WHO IS IT FOR?
The course is aimed at farm staff who want to gain a broader 
understanding of dairy farming. It would suit new entrants 
to the dairy industry, but also those who have worked on a 
dairy in one particular area, such as calf rearing or milking, 
but want to get a broader understanding of the key areas in a 
successful dairy farm.

WHAT WILL IT COVER?
The course includes 7 modules, covering the key areas of 
dairying:
Fertility and the annual cycle
Calving and newborn calf care
Calf rearing
Health conditions and treatments
Udder health and mastitis control
Foot health and cow mobility
Nutrition and the environment 

HOW DOES IT WORK?
The course is entirely farm based and each module will 
involve a mixture of farm walks with practical sessions and 
guided discussion to introduce and explain each topic. 
The modules are designed to fit in around the time constraints 
of a modern dairy farm and you will meet on farm at 1-4pm 
every Thursday for 7 weeks from the 25th June. The course 
costs £494 ex VAT and will be held on commercial dairy farms 
in South Somerset.

HOW DO I SIGN UP?
Please visit www.synergyfarmhealth.com on our training 
courses page or call us on 01935 83682 to find out more.

£173 ex VAT            24th September        Rampisham

Learn the ins and outs, to target cattle 
lameness on farm.  
BEFORE ATTENDING THIS COURSE YOU WILL 
NEED TO HAVE COMPLETED PART 1.

RoMS Accredited Mobility 
Scoring - Part 1

12 
POINTS
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EAST - SIONED OWEN
It has been a good Spring season helped by the 
mild weather. However we have seen a few late 
term abortions, including Schmallenberg cases, 
therefore please speak to your vet about sampling options. 
As temperatures rise, sheep farmers should continue to 
monitor ewe condition and stay on top of faecal egg counts. 
We have already seen a couple cases of Haemonchus in the 
region. 
On the beef side, bull testing is well underway to ensure 
bulls are fit and ready for the breeding season ahead. 
Louise will be hosting the summer beef meeting on 8th 
June on the Salisbury Plains, providing an opportunity to 
understand extensive outdoor beef systems. Further details 
are available on the events page of our website – it looks to 
be an informative and enjoyable evening. 

LYMPSTONE - ESME MOFFETT
I think it’s safe to say we’re well and truly in 
‘Redwater Season’ in Devon! We’ve seen and 
treated several cases as a team over the last 
month. Most farms know if they’re in a Redwater Risk 
Area, but buying in stock and grazing common ground 
are two major risk factors. Using regular ectoparasiticide 
(spot on) treatments to control the ticks biting cattle is 
recommended, and in some cases preventative doses of 
Imizol may be needed. The classic red urine is the most 
obvious sign of infection, but animals can also look non-
specifically sick – high temperature, inappetence, dull, so 
it’s worth having them checked. Treatment with Imizol is 
effective if caught early, but a blood transfusion may be 
needed if the animal is already severely anaemic.
On the topic of disease and biosecurity, I recently featured 
on the Farming Focus podcast, alongside Lympstone 
client, Pete Delbridge. It was a really great discussion, and 
if you’ve not already come across the podcast hosted by 
Cornish Mutual, then I would highly recommend it – it’s 
directed at South West famers and covers a whole host of 
topics.

Headquarters - 01935 83682 
office@SynergyFarmHealth.com

Lympstone Office - 01392 347240 
office.lympstone@SynergyFarmHealth.com

www.SynergyFarmHealth.com

WEST - ED POWELL-JACKSON
We are currently busy planning our summer 
show season, with pitches booked and cakes 
and sausage rolls on order!  Synergy takes great 
pride in supporting our local agricultural shows - not just 
by attending with a ‘trade’ stand, but in supporting the 
show itself with our vets (myself included) being honorary 
veterinary surgeons for many of the show societies. 
We are ‘on duty’ whilst the show takes place, with our cars 
and equipment on the showground for any emergencies, 
as well as advising the organisers on disease control and 
biosecurity measures in the run up to show day. Other 
colleagues contribute in different ways - as stewards, 
judges or serving on organising committees.  There 
are several members of our team who show their own 
livestock with considerable success - watch out for them 
in the show ring!  These events really are central to rural 
life, and the community of which we are part.  We are 
especially proud of our clients who work so hard to make 
these shows happen - many of whom have been involved 
for several generations. Let’s hope for some dry (and not 
too hot) weather!

AXMINSTER • CREWKERNE • CULLOMPTON • DORCHESTER • GLASTONBURY • HOLSWORTHY • HONITON • LANGPORT • LYMPSTONE • NEWTON ABBOT • RAMPISHAM • SALISBURY • SOUTH MOLTON

NORTH - GRAEME MCPHERSON

Clients may or may not be aware that every 
Thursday at 4pm we have Clinical Club, 
where the vets who are not busy on farm 
meet together. We have a varied programme of talks 
and discussions about relevant veterinary matters. These 
are led by our very own North vet Tom Angel, along 
with Clinical Director Tom Clarke. It’s important for us to 
keep up to date - new vaccines for example, or the latest 
developments in TB policy. It’s also a great opportunity to 
meet up with colleagues and learn from their experiences.
Periodically we have a regional team meeting where we 
discuss matters specific to our region. A few weeks ago, 
the North Team were discussing problems affecting a 
number of different clients. It was striking that every 
member of the north team had working knowledge of the 
farms in question. Although we have vets with primary and 
secondary responsibility for different farms, this was good 
evidence that we 
truly are delivering 
a service as a team. 
Personally, I think 
that if our clients are 
being served by a 
team of enthusiastic 
and informed vets, 
then our clients will 
be getting the best 
possible service.  
We hope you agree!

CENTRAL - MEGAN ROWE

It has been a busy spring in the Central region 
and with lambing and calving seasons coming to 
a close, we have been out with our beef clients 
carrying out bull fertility exams, reproductive tract scoring 
and heifer pelvimetry to make sure herds are ready for the 
breeding season ahead.
With the weather starting to pick up, we are also looking 
forward to the show season kicking off. We already have 
many clients getting their show teams organised and 
booked in for pre-movement TB testing ahead of the 
summer shows and sales and would recommend that 
people get these scheduled with plenty of time. We look 
forward to seeing you at the shows, whether competing or 
out for a social/family day out.


