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SYNERGY VETS AT HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT

In early March, the 'Great South West Partnership' launched its Agrifood Growth

Plan at Westminster, showcasing the south west region as a national leader in
food security, productivity, and long-term growth across farming, fishing, food
manufacturing, and agrifood technology.

We are thrilled that Synergy vets Alastair and Rachel Hayton were invited to the

launch and roundtable discussion at Portcullis House, bringing together senior
leaders from across the south west’s agrifood businesses with Government, to
discuss how to boost long-term growth in an industry so crucial to the nation’s

economic future and resilience.

One of the greatest threats to the health
of a herd of cattle is the introduction of
new animals that might bring a variety
of infectious diseases with them. For
this reason many herds aspire to being
‘closed’, and whether beef or dairy will
use Al to breed their adult cows. But
even in these ‘closed’ herds occasional
bulls are purchased, often for use on
heifer replacements. So, what is it
reasonable to expect and ask when

purchasing a new bull? What should
bull purchasers be looking out for,
and what information should a vendor
provide?

The ideal situation is that the bull should
be a certified disease-free and low risk
animal. The way to achieve this is to
purchase from a herd registered with
a CHeCS (Cattle Health Certification
Standards) approved health scheme and
is accredited free of BVD, IBR and Lepto
and Risk Level 1* status (the lowest risk
possible) for Johne’s disease. Health
certificates stating this should be made
available and included with the passport
on sale - this is a good way to remind
the buyer of the care and attention that
has been put into the herd and of what
is actually being purchased.

If a herd is selling non-accredited bulls,

the minimum expectation should be
that the bull is not a BVD carrier - so

tested prior to sale to confirm that it
is not persistently infected (PlI) with
BVD. It is likely that this will soon
become mandatory - selling a BVD PI
will be made illegal from the summer of
2027. Also a proactive Johne’s disease
management plan should be in place. In
addition, a record of vaccination history
should be kept (consider Bluetongue,
BVD, IBR and Lepto amongst others),
along with the dates of administration,
along with the results of any other
testing carried out.

Campylobacter is another infectious
agent that can have disastrous
consequences for herd fertility if
inadvertently introduced into a herd.
This is a pathogen spread from bull to
cow at serving - a true STD! Virgin
bulls cannot be infected and are often
highly sought after for this reason.
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BULLS FOR BREEDING - HOW TO IMPROVE SALEABILITY! (cont. of page 1)

If a purchaser is interested in a bull that
has worked before, you should have on
record the reproductive performance of
the cows that he has run with, and also
consider whether sheath-washing him
pre-sale might be a good investment, in
order to have an answer ready if asked.

A buyer is justified in asking what
parasite control treatment a bull has

received as a youngster, and to request
a pre purchase breeding soundness
examination to confirm, as far as is
possible, that he is fully fertile. Further
records for the vendor to make available
might include EBVs and pedigree
certificates - again printed copies to
include with the passport are a good
idea. Remember that bulls are often

required at short notice - so astute
breeders will often have bulls TB and
fertility tested so they are ‘ready-to-go’.

- L]
Keith Cutler :% -
Veterinary Surgeon pg — S

UPCOMING TRAINING COURSES

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK PLEASE VISIT: www.SynergyFarmHealth.com or call 01935 83682

30 ¥ s poINTS
84515 bOINTS

DIY Artificial Insemination, Sheep Worm Egg Counting

Three Days

Understand regulations governing Al,
theory of safe semen handling and Al technique.

(£)£520 ex VAT

(#)151-17" April
27%-29™ April

____________ SRS
Refresher DIY Al, One Day

(£) £173 ex VAT

170 April

29M April
9" Ap

Q 9 On Farm & Lympstone
Q Q@ On Farm & Rampisham

Q On Farm, near Lympstone
Q On Farm, near Rampisham

Lantra First Aid For Feet Plus
Two Days - Foot Trimming

Covering lameness detection, basic anatomy of the foot,
lesion identification and best treatment.

(£) £404 ex VAT
20%-215t April
Lantra First Aid For Feet
- Foot Trimming

QQ On Farm & Lympstone

(£) £271 ex VAT 20™ April @ Lympstone

**Medicines Updates™

Synulox Injection

There is a nationwide l
manufacturing problem i
with Synulox Injection, '
we will be supplying i
Clamox Injection as !
an alternative. Please i
— be aware of withhold i

changes. :

Please consult your Vet to discuss specific queries.
For further information please call our Dispensary Team.

____________________________________________________

) e
DAIRY, BEEF

Learn how to undertake sheep worm egg counts for your
flock using the Modified McMaster Technique

£117exVAT (@ 120"May @ Rampisham
y p

BASIS 8 POINTS
akry Pro

DAIRY,
@

Safe Use of Veterinary
Medicines (General)

CERTIFIED
STANDARDS

Learn how to get the most from medicines on farm and
how to use them to maximum effect, in a fully compliant
manner. Red Tractor compliant, for all experience levels.

(£) £89 ex VAT 21*May @ Rampisham

Spring Dispensary Products®

SPOTINOR
1LT £62 2.5LT £115

WITHHOLD: CATTLE - MEAT AND OFFAL 17 DAYS.
MILK ZERO HOURS.
SHEEP - MEAT AND OFFAL 35 DAYS. NOT
AUTHORISED FOR USE IN EWES PRODUCING MILK
FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION.

ECTOFLY
2.5LT £51.50
S5LT£71

. MEAT WITHHOLD: 8 DAYS
~ MILKWITHHOLD: 5 DAYS

| |
_ ENDOSPEC SC 2.5%
| & 2.5LT £38.50
| 5LT £57.50

CLIK EXTRA
2.21T£134
5LT £255

MEAT WITHHOLD: 40 DAYS
CANNOT BE USED IN ANIMALS PRODUCING
MILK FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION

SHEEP MEAT WITHHOLD: 4 DAYS
DO NOT USE IN ANIMALS PRODUCING
MILK FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION

*Other products are available so
please don’t hesitate to discuss your
requirements with our
Dispensary Team.

Prices correct at time of print.
Offers end 31.05.26. All prices ex VAT.

_________________________________________________________



PREPARING DAIRY HERDS FOR HEAT STRESS

Although the UK
climate rarely feels
“hot” by global
§ standards, dairy
cows can begin
to experience
heat stress at
temperatures much
lower than many
farmers expect.
In fact, once

T RS temperatures rise
above about 20-22 °C, partlcularly when humidity is high,
high-yielding cows can struggle to dissipate heat. The result
is reduced feed intake, falling milk yield, poorer fertility, and
increased risk of metabolic and health problems. Taking steps
in spring can help reduce these impacts before the warmer
months arrive.

One of the earliest signs of heat stress is a drop in dry matter
intake. Cows will eat less in order to reduce metabolic heat
production, which quickly translates into lost milk yield. In
addition, heat-stressed cows spend more time standing and
less time lying down, increasing the risk of lameness. Fertility
is also affected: conception rates often fall and early embryo
loss becomes more common during hot periods.

Simple management changes can make a significant difference.
Water availability
is critical: lactating
cows may drink
more than 100
litres per day in
¢ warm weather, so
ensuring adequate
trough space and
fast refill rates is
- essential.  Shade
and ventilation are
e equally important.
In housed systems,

Synergy’s Independent Vet

Tech Livestock Support

Services
WEIGHING &

HANDLING

CALF
DISBUDDING

RoMS ACCREDITED
MOBILITY SCORING

VACCINATION
SERVICE

MOBILE FOOT
TRIMMING

\ [

FREEZE
BRANDING

..AND MANY MORE!

For more details of our Vet Tech Services
or to book please call 01935 83682

FERTILITY SUMMARY % cows aligible for sarvics conceived

At s e

Poor fertility coinciding with summer heat stress

-

The graph above shows a marked seasonal pattern to three month
rolling preg rate (blue line). These patterns are commonly seen on

farms with significant heat stress in the summer months.

check that fans are clean, working effectively and positioned
over feed barriers and cubicles where cows congregate.
Improving airflow through buildings by opening sidewalls or
removing obstructions can also help.

Feed management should not be overlooked. Pushing up feed
more frequently and ensuring fresh feed is available during
cooler parts of the day can encourage intake. In some cases,
small adjustments to ration formulation to maintain energy
intake are warranted.

The key message is that preparation should begin before
temperatures rise. Reviewing housing ventilation, water
supply, and cow comfort in April or May allows time to address
problems. With increasingly warm summers becoming more
common, proactive planning can help protect _
both cow welfare and farm profitability.

Tom Shardlow
Veterinary Surgeon

BE VIGILANT!
YELLOW LEGGED HORNET
SIGHTINGS NEAR YOU!

Concerned clients have informed us of sightings/nests
of Yellow Legged Hornets in Osmington and Burton
Bradstock areas recently.

The Yellow Legged Hornet (aka Asian Hornet) is
a serious threat to humans and local wildlife. It is
aggresive and slightly smaller than the native European
Hornet and has different colouring.

A single colony can consume 11kg of insects a year
- insects which should be pollinating your crops. This
could seriously impact yields.

Download the “Asian
Hornet Watch App” on
your phone where you can
use it to report sightings. F
For a confirmed sighting S
DEFRA will likely be Sam=
there within 24 hours to
facilitate removal.




Synergy Vet Diaries

TOM ANGEL

Spring’s theme continues to be LDA operations it
seems, but we've seen plenty of other feed related
issues in our dairy cows lately including milk fevers
and staggers even in mid lactation cows! No one wants to see
these issues, and whilst “just one DA” may be a relatively easy
fix, this is often just the tip of the iceberg with other metabolic
issues and the knock-on effects on yields and fertility can last
a lot longer than one surgery. Reports of low magnesium and
high potassium levels in last year’s silages have almost certainly
contributed to several of these issues, coupled with feed
shortages leading to a bit more chopping and changing than
the cows would like. As we are now seeing some grass being
cut and going into clamps, though this should be routine, it's
important to stress how useful performing silage analysis is to
give nutritionists and vets as much information as possible when
formulating and troubleshooting rations!

JOHANNA MARSDEN

After a cold, wet winter, some days it actually feels
like spring has arrived! We've had a welcome run of
sunnier (if still rather windy) days this month, which E
has helped dry some ground out.

Anna and Charlotte ran an excellent smallholder meeting
in Lympstone this month, focusing on first aid for sheep and
goats. The session covered a range of practical topics, including
administering injections, wound management and dealing with
bloat, with a hands-on element in the post-mortem room. It
was very well attended, and we look forward to running more
events like this in the future. If you are interested in joining our
smallholder package please get in get in touch with office.

We also said a temporary goodbye to Katie as she heads off on
maternity leave. She will be greatly missed by the whole team,
and we're all very much looking forward to meeting her new
arrival.

wow, thank you all so much for the
course last night, we thought it was
brilliant!

took us way out of our comfort zone and
taught us =0 much! so lovely to meet
some other small holders teo..

also the Wednesday evening is perfect
for us, we actually couldn’t make it any
other day of the week,

the food and atmosphere was great too,

thank you &3 &

11:03

MIKE KERBY

As | drove about in the March sunshine and
temperatures nearing 19°C on duty this
weekend, | was reflecting on how quickly things
can change - only 4 weeks ago we were still hampered by
floods and energy prices were half sensible. My neighbouring
dairy farmer took his first cut of grass too this week!

Spring calving and lambing seasons must also have sensed
it as many farms welcomed new arrivals some 7 to 10 days
earlier than the expected start dates but, thankfully so far,
no sign of Bluetongue or Schmallenberg virus causing issues
with stillbirths or weak/ deformed lambs and calves.

The 20 degree swings in temperature and ground frosts will
pose a challenge to magnesium supply to grazing animals
(Staggers) and pneumonia to those still housed. Be vigilant!

Wishing you all a Happy Easter and a successful Spring!

Synergy in the Community

Te?L AMBING =
HWBINGD%‘:’

PRIZE II:AEH PL'.IT

We are
proud to
support
local events
across the
practice -
here are just
a selection
of events in
the pipeline
for April
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1 Ling, 2 Lines & A Full House
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