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BLUETONGUE WEBINAR: AN UPDATE FOR 2026

Our Bluetongue webinar held in early February proved of interest

to many clients, and was a great success. A large number of farmers
tuned in to hear the latest advice on vaccination, thoughts
on the outbreak in 2025 and what is anticipated for 2026.

If you missed the webinar, you can watch by scanning this

Emily Gascoigne, Mike Karby & Charlotte Mouland
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BLUETONGUE (BTV) IN THE UK - 2025 SUMMARY & 2026 OUTLOOK

2025 Situation:

The 2025 Bluetongue season saw

a significant rise in cases, driven
overwhelmingly by Bluetongue strain
BTV 3. By January 2026, a total of 272
cases had been confirmed since July
2025. Most English cases were BTV 3,
with only isolated cases of strain BTV 8.

Cases continued to emerge through
late 2025 and early January 2026, with
a large proportion of infections from
overwintered virus multiplying up and
recirculating. Infections increased later
in the season due to the hot, dry summer
being less favourable to midges, which
only increased in number and activity in
the wetter, less hot autumn period.

Infections from incursions of midges
carrying the virus from Europe to the
UK occured mainly in the far south west
and east of the country. Monitoring
of clinically unaffected herds has
shown varied results - 28% of herds in
Somerset and Dorset had animals which

had been exposed to the virus. This rose
to 61% in Devon and 70% in Cornwall.
The take home message is that there
is considerable variation in immunity
between herds. On farms that have not
vaccinated there is a real mixture of
exposed and unexposed animals.

Outlook and planning for 2026:

Whilst we cannot predict the weather for
2026, we know that there is a significant
level of back ground virus circulating
within the UK. If climatic conditions in
2026 are more favourable for midges (vs
hot dry summer of 2025), we can expect
to see more BTV infections and earlier
in the season. In addition, overall risk of
further incursions of midges from the
EU to the UK has been raised to medium
level, so the potential for new infection
arriving is also still a major factor to
consider.

Vaccine uptake was relatively high in our
region and major outbreaks of milk drop
in dairy herds, and deaths/abortions in
sheep flocks, were minimal as a result.
Given the risks in 2026 for BTV infection
are the same, or higher than in 2025, our
advice continues to be to vaccinate to
protect your livestock.

The licence for booster doses of
the vaccine is currently undergoing
authorisation, but trials show a
reduction in clinical signs for 12 months
and that an annual booster will extend
protection for another year.

For cattle this means a single dose
booster (compared to the two dose
primary course) and for sheep a single
dose will also be effective as prgm——

a booster.
Tom Clarke ﬁ

Clinical Director B

Bluetongue Spring
Vaccination Support

We understand that the need for
Bluetongue vaccination in 2026 may
coincide with a period of significant
spring costs.

To help with this, Synergy are pleased
to offer extended credit terms on all

Bluetongue vaccine (BULTAVO® 3)
purchases for both primary courses and
boosters. This will give an additional 60
days credit, on top of our standard 30-day
terms and will be applied automatically to
help spread the cost.
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CALF FEEDING - COULD WE BE DOING A BETTER JOB?
-

With spring around the corner and lots of
calves about to hit the ground from our
spring block calving herds, now is a good
time to review calf feeding protocols. A
plan for what will be fed, volume and
how it will be fed are fundamental and
will be well established in most systems.

However hygiene around milk feeding
is something that often leaves room
for improvement and can make a vital
difference to calf health. Biofilms can
form on poorly washed equipment,
and these are a breeding ground for
bacteria. A quick rinse between feeds
is not enough to remove these so they
will continue to accumulate and cause
problems. Calves have enough stress
in their environment alongside a still
developing immune system, without
drinking contaminated milk twice a day
to add to their challenge!

So how should we be cleaning our milk
feeding equipment? The gold standard is
a six stage process.

1. Rinse with warm water (32-

38°C)

e This is to remove residues that will
interfere with later disinfection

e If this is too hot it will actually
congeal proteins and make biofilms
worse

;

2. Soak in hot water with
detergent (50-60°C) for >10
mins

3. Scrub

Particularly the hard to reach places
to remove all residues

e Any organic material left behind will
inhibit the disinfection process

4. Hot water rinse (50-60°C) to
remove detergent and residues

5. Disinfectant and ambient
water >10 mins and final rinse

6. Drying phase

e Off the ground to
contamination

avoid

e Allow equipment to fully air dry
before next use

These steps should apply to ALL feeding
equipment, not just teats/buckets/calf

feeders. This includes tubing equipment,
bottles and milk lines/buckets used
for collecting colostrum. Old/cracked
equipment is very difficult to get
completely clean even with scrubbing,
so remember to replace teats and tubing
equipment as soon as they become
damaged.

What are the ramifications from not
doing this? Particularly for their first
feeds calves have a leaky gut, which is
very useful for absorbing beneficial large
proteins in colostrum such as antibodies,
butitalso allows other harmful molecules
to be absorbed e.g. bacteria. This can
easily cause septicaemia in a newborn
calf. Bacterial load will also affect the
calf’s ability to absorb antibodies from
colostrum, sleading to a double whammy
of less immunity and more bacteria!

Such an extensive cleaning process may
seem laborious, but for a newborn calf
with a developing immune system it is
vital for keeping them healthy. So before
dusting off that old calf feeding bag
from the back of the shed from last year,
get in touch with your vet to review your
feeding protocols ahead of time this
spring and give your calves a flying start.

Katie Scotter
Veterinary Surgeon
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ONLINE COURSES NOW AVAILABLE:
- Safe Use of Veterinary Medicines -

Cattle or Sheep
+ Downer Cow

COURSES COMING SOON:

Youngstock Management Foundation

www.SynergyFarmTraining.com
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synergyfarmhealth & masshve thank you to everyone
who has supported the practice during the awlul
weather this week - Jg

It has been particularly challenging with major flocding
around Dorchester, in the East Devon area focused on
the River Axe, and all across the Somerset Levels whera
water levels are still rising

We are particularly grateful to members of our support
staff team wiha have stepped up and made it into our
sites when others ware simply unable to get there.
Without you we simply cannat keep the shew on the
road!




Winter Dispensary Products”

SPOTINOR
1LT £62 2.5LT £115
WITHHOLD: CATTLE - MEAT AND OFFAL 17
DAYS. MILK ZERO HOURS. SHEEP - MEAT
AND OFFAL 35 DAYS. NOT AUTHORISED
FOR USE IN EWES PRODUCING MILK FOR

ENOVEX 2.5LT POUR ON
£39

MEAT WITHHOLD: 28 DAYS
DO NOT USE IN ANIMALS PRODUCING MILK
FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION OR WITHIN THE

SOLANTEL DRENCH
2.5LT £63 5LT£97

MEAT WITHHOLD (SHEEP): 42 DAYS
CANNOT BE USED IN ANIMALS
PRODUCING MILK FOR HUMAN

HUMAN CONSUMPTION LAST 60 DAYS OF PREGNANCY CONSUMPTION
= IS BIMACOX
*QOther products are available so please don’t hesitate to discuss your - _=: f 1LT £95 2.5LT £205 5LT £370
requirements with our Dispensary Team. | MEAT AND OFFAL WITHHOLD: 0 DAYS. NOT
Prices correct at time of print. Offers end 28.02.26. All prices ex VAT. l., = w= __  AUTHORISED FOR USE IN ANIMALS PRODUCING MILK
MY D FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK PLEASE VISIT:
www.SynergyFarmHealth.com or call 01935 83682

Heptavac P Plus

Heptavac P Plus continues to be affected
by ongoing manufacturer delays. We
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MOblhty Scorlng orders in good time. All orders will be
Learn the ins and outs, to target cattle lameness on farm fulfilled on a first-come first-served basis

(£) £168 ex VAT 10t March  ‘QRampisham while stock lasts.

Please consult your Vet to discuss specific queries.
For further information please call our Dispensary Team.

MilkSure Part One  |gaslsapoints| (7)) Lo

The technical essentials for farmers to safeguard

residue-free milk s WINTER BEEF MEETING
©) £49 ex VAT Next gog EDY

250 February @ SouthHamsArea 0% Please o€

19" March ~ QRampisham detajjs

The Squirrel Inn, Laymore, Chard,
DIY Artificial Insemination, o SomersetTA204NT _______________________ |

Three Days Join our beef team as they discuss the impact of
climate change on grazing livestock systems, and how
to mitigate these effects

THURS 26™ FEBRUARY, 7PM |
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Understand regulations governing Al,
theory of safe semen handling and Al technique.

1 1
1 1
! 1
| |
@5505 ex VAT : FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO KINDLY :
| |
1 1
1 1
1 1

SPONSORED BY

(#9™-11" February @ Q On Farm & Rampisham BOOK PLEASE VISIT:
#)150-17® April Q © On Farm & Lympstone www.SynergyFarmHealth.com L ¢ .
............................................................. or call 01935 83682 Norbrook

Refresher DIY Al, One Day

(£) £168 ex VAT Synergy’s Independent Vet

rrirh th 3 L
1 Feblfuary Q OnFarm, near Rampisham Tech Livestock SUppOft
17t April Q OnFarm, near Lympstone

...................................................... Services

Lantra First Aid For Feet Plus @

Two Days - Foot Trimming MOBILE FOOT  RoMSACCREDITED  WEIGHING &

Covering lameness detection, basic anatomy of the foot, TRIMMING MOBILITY SCORING HANDLING
lesion identification and best treatment.

(£) £392 ex VAT
2314-24" March Q@ OnFarm & Crewkerne f
20021t April Q@ Q OnFarm & Lympstone

______________________________________________________ FREEZE VACCINATION CALF
Lantra First Aid For Feet 5 BRANDING SERVICE DISBUDDING
- Foot Trimming ..AND MANY MORE!

Aimed at beginners as well as those requiring competency in the
early identification and treatment of newly lame cows. For more details of our Vet Tech Services
£) £263 ex VAT or to book please call 01935 83682

23¢March @ Crewkerne 20% April @ Lympstone



News From Our Rounds

NORTH - EMILY CRUSE

It has been another wet start to the year, and | |§
am writing this after a week of severe flooding. |
The drought from the summer means that many
farmers are now starting to struggle with forage supplies. As
a consequence, we have seen an increased number of left
displaced abomasum surgeries in the last fortnight across a
range of different farms. This is likely due to changing rations
as people are trying to stretch what forage they have to last to
turn out. If you feel that you are struggling with transition cow
feeding then give your vet a shout as they can work with your
nutritionist to come up with a suitable plan to make sure cows
transition well with the forage you have available.

LYMPSTONE - NIM PANESAR

This is my first regional update since moving to |
the Lympstone Team back in September. I'm really
enjoying being back in Devon and am very grateful
for the warm reception I've received from the team and all the
clients I've met so far, as have Nick and Adam who have joined
the team recently.

We've been busy on the dairy side with PDs starting for our
Autumn calving herds. Emergency visits have also been picking
up with the early and pedigree flocks starting to lamb from
January. Esme and | sat down this week to plan Lympstone's
schedule of courses and farmer meetings for the year. We are
keen for your input on good host locations (i.e. the best pubs!)
and also topics that would interest you, so please get in touch
with your suggestions!

WEST - KEITH CUTLER

After one of the hottest and certainly driest summers
| can remember, the consequences continue to
be felt in the amount and quality of conserved

forages available. Dairy cow transition management is proving
particularly challenging, and we have seen some unusual milk
fevers affecting cows that calved some time ago. It now doesn’t
seem to want to stop raining!

| anticipate a later than usual challenge from liver fluke and

rumen fluke this year. The hot, dry summer will not have
been kind to the snails that are a necessary intermediate host
for these parasites but the current wet weather is perfect!
Problems that might usually have been seen in October and
November might only just be starting to become apparent (and
don't forget that most liver fluke treatments will not kill rumen
fluke).

CENTRAL - MARTIJN T'"HOEN

The winter and early spring period can be an §
interesting time of the year. Around this time
there often seems to be a random occurrence *
of unusual, congenitally deformed
calves. Conjoined twins or those
with additional heads or legs can
occur. A more common deformity
is the 'inside out' or ‘butterfly calf’
(Schistosoma reflexus). Some deformities may be caused
by intra uterine infections (BVD, Bluetongue Schmallenberg
etc), some casued by toxic plants or mineral deficiencies, and
some are actually hereditary/genetically carried over. They
may present as challenging calvings where both farmer and
vet struggle to work out what is happening!

Our vet's Alastair and Josh recently delivered an engaging
and informative TB talk at an NFU meeting hosted by
James Yeatman. Their session e g
covered key updates "
practical insights relevant to I
local farmers, and was very |
well received by attendees. |
It was a great opportunity to
share expertise and strengthen §
collaboration  within the |
farming community.

EAST - CLAIRE RUDD

We have seen our fair share of respiratory issues
in youngstock this last month, largely as a result
of the changeable weather conditions. As well
as pneumonias in housed dairy replacements, we have also
seen issues in autumn born beef calves and older store
cattle. While vaccination is often a useful tool in preventing
disease, it is no.substitute for good management of buildings
and stock. Reducing humidity in the sheds is vital - this will be
impacted by stocking density, building ventilation, drainage,
bedding type and how often the sheds are bedded/cleared
out. It is also important to consider any other stressors such
as weaning, disbudding or any group/diet changes. When
using vaccination as a tool in controlling respiratory disease,
it is important to know which pathogens are at play - we
can swab early affected animals and recommend the correct
vaccine based on the bugs present on your farm.

We enjoyed seeing so many of you at the beef meeting on
Monday 2" February at The Wheatsheaf, Lower Woodford.
Led by Louise, this was an informative evening as well as a
great opportunity to catch up over a pint.

NOW HIRING!

FULL-TIME CATTLE HOOF
TRIMMER REQUIRED

(East Devon/AWest Dorsel/Sormerset)

Synergy Farm Health is looking for a dedicated Cattle Foot Trimmer/Vet Tech to join
our skilled Vet Tech Team. If you're passionate about improving cattle mobility, reducing
lameness, and delivering high-quality livestock care across the West area of our
practice, we'd love to hear from you!

To find out more and apply please visit: https:/www.synergyfarmhealth.com/
vet-services/about-synergy-farm-health/vacancies-2/
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