Bumper Winter
Edition 2025-26

FARM FOCUSED VET PRACTICE

with Industry Leading Livestock Services
ROUTINE VISITS | HEALTH PLANNING | VET TECH SERVICES

\sunergy

FARM HEALTH

Content Overview

1. Youngstock Feeding Visits
2. Youngstock Scour and ‘Crypto’
3. Umbilical Masses in Calves
4. News from Synergy Lympstone

5-7. Sheep News
What’s on your Pre-Lambing Menu’?
Learning from Abattoir Feedback

' Christmas Opening Times ')

Rampisham Lympstone An Aussie Adventure
Wed 24t Dec 8am-4.30pm Wed 24t Dec 8.30am-4pm Lamb Survival Meetings
Thurs 25t Dec CLOSED emergencies only Thurs 25t Dec CLOSED emergencies only

Fri 26t Dec CLOSED emergencies only Fri 26t Dec CLOSED emergencies only 8-9. Dispensary News
Sat 27t Dec 8.30am-12 noon Sat 27t Dec CLOSED emergencies only Medicine Orders over Festive Period
Sun 28t Dec CLOSED emergencies only Sun 28t Dec CLOSED emergencies only Meet the Team: Jade Ellis
Mon 29t Dec 8am-5.30pm Mon 29t Dec 8.30am-5pm

Tues 30t Dec 8am-5.30pm Tues 30t Dec 8.30am-5pm Pr(.)d.uct Offers

Wed 31 Dec 8am-4.30pm Wed 31 Dec 8.30am-4pm . MedlCIfle Updates
Thurs 1%t Jan CLOSED emergencies only Thurs 1%t Jan CLOSED emergencies only Using Vaccines Safely and
Fri 27 Jan 8am-5.30pm Fri 2 Jan 8.30am-5pm Effectively in Cattle

In case of emergency please ring us:
01935 83682 (Rampisham) 01392 347240 (Lympstone)
Our 24 hour Emergency service operates at all times

For details on ordering medicines over the festive season, please see page 8

L all

The Synergy Team would like to wish all our clients a...

erry Christmas and a Happy New Year! ‘*
S Ui W o B W o Ui W o & 4

YOUNGSTOCK FEEDING VISITS

A common problem we discuss and
troubleshoot on farm is scouring calves.
As you will know, there are many
different causes of calf scour from
infectious causes such as rotavirus,
cryptosporidium, E.coli to nutritional
causes. It is not always clear cut and
nutritional scours and infectious scours
can be interlinked. A step that | often
suggest to help determine contributing
factors, alongside infectious disease
diagnostics, is a milk feeding visit. The
visit is designed to get an insight into
the steps that you are doing on farm to

What is involved in the visit?

We aim to stay from the very start
of milk feeding and stay throughout
the session from mixing to feeding
to cleaning. This allows us to get an
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understanding of how feeding occurs
day to day and help find some areas of
improvement that may be simple but
can make a big difference to rearing of
calves.

Mixing or preparing the milk

During the first part of the visit,
depending on your system, we aim to
look at the preparation of the milk. If you
are using milk replacer we will discuss
how you are measuring amounts of
water and replacer, are we mixing at the
correct temperature and what should

5
the temperature be? Cont. Overleat
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YOUNGSTOCK FEEDING VISITS (cont. of page 1)

It can be an opportune time to discuss if
there are any challenges with the current
set up, for example is there easy access
to hot water? If utilising whole milk,
discussions about collection and hygiene
around this process can be useful at this
stage.

Feeding

We will then move on to feeding of the
calves, aiming to look at factors such
as; is every calf drinking the amount it
should be? How are we measuring and
monitoring? Is feeding done at the same
time and in the same order? Consistency
is key when feeding calves.

Cleaning

Hygiene is of huge importance when
feeding calves who have not yet
developed a resilient immune system
and are vulnerable to multiple diseases.

Discussions over cleaning steps and what
products and what concentration these
are used at form a major part of this step.
It can also be a good time to discuss how
the feeding equipment is maintained,
particularly replacement and monitoring
of damaged teats.

Automatic Feeders

Although we will not follow the same
structure as above a feeding visit can still
be suitable for automatic milk feeders,
discussions over hygiene, servicing of
machines and monitoring of mixing are
important to ensure that the automatic
feeders work well in your system.

On farm discussion

Once the visit is complete it can be really
useful to bring the team together to
discuss findings. It may be that multiple
members of the team are involved in

different aspects of feeding so a team
approach is important. The aim is not to
generate more work but to ultimately
allow for consistent and hygienic feeding
that minimises risk of disease. This will
not only reduce time needed to treat
calves, but will also lead to easier weaning
of calves, better growth rates and in the
long term a more resilient dairy cow.
Many studies have linked success at calf
rearing level to higher yielding dairy cows
that stay in the herd longer.

If you are interested in having a discussion
about milk feeding visits please speak to
your routine vet or feel free to call in for
a discussion with one of our youngstock
team. For members of our youngstock
package, this could be an option for use
of your hour of vet time included in the
package!

Ellen Taylor
Veterinary Surgeon

YOUNGSTOCK SCOUR AND THE PARASITE CRYPTOSPORIDIUM (AKA ‘CRYPTO’)

Scour in pre weaned youngstock is a
common challenge on many farms. The
financial burden is estimated to be £100
to £200 per scouring calf caused by
growth reduction, treatment and labour
costs and veterinary interventions.
Where fatalities occur this will be
significantly higher. The human impact is
also not to be underestimated, few things
are as disheartening for a calf rearer or
as optically damaging for the industry as
calves that do not recover despite our
best efforts and treatments. One major
player in infectious calf scour is ‘Crypto’
which is caused by a microscopic parasite
typically Cryptosporidium parvum. This
parasite is also not overly picky and
will happily infect a range of species,
from piglets and lambs right down to
schoolkids on Open Farm Sunday.

The disease

C. parvum is a global issue in livestock
production and in the UK prevalence
is estimated between 30 and 80% of
calves becoming exposed. Calves can
be infected from birth by ingesting
the resilient spores on calf feeding
equipment, food, bedding or water
sources and about 5-7 days later can
start to scour. Typically calves will be
most badly affected between 1-3wk of
age. The parasite damages the gut wall,
resulting in poor absorption and watery
scour. Pain from colic will reduce appetite
and ongoing scour will result in weak
calves getting very dehydrated. These

calves can die from organ failure and are
also very susceptible to other infections
in their weakened state. It is important
to note that most calves don't die from
the direct damage done by crypto but
from complications such as dehydration/
starvation or secondary infections. At
peak shedding a calf can excrete 10
million oocytes per gram of scour and it
might only take 10 to infect another calf.
So a single shedding calf can result in a
shed wide problem in a matter of weeks.

What can we do about it?

Tackling scour (and especially Crypto)
can be a very complex issue both from
a prevention and treatment angle. My
colleague Ellen discusses the value of
a youngstock visit elsewhere in this
issue, and | can not stress enough how
beneficial this can be. The risk is always
to focus on just one area of management
often leading to disappointment. To
put this into perspective, killing 99%
by excellent ‘cleaning and disinfection’
sounds like it should do the job right? But
killing 99% of 10 million leaves behind
enough Crypto oocysts to infect another
1000 calves!

Why not just treat them?

Very limited treatment  options
exist. Halofuginone (Halocur) and
Paromomycin (Parafor) are on the

market but these alone can not cure a
calf or completely stop shedding. These
products do slow down the parasite’s life

cycle, giving the
calf time to raise its
own defences, but
severely weakened
animals might still
not survive. These
medicines are also
costly, could result
in resistance down
the line and are
potentially toxic.

The key to successful Crypto treatment
therefore mostly hinges on prevention,
and combatting the effects of scour once
infected. Pain relief, aggressive additional
fluid therapy, TLC and isolation to limit
spread are very important. All these
will be labour intensive and not always
effective.

Well that is depressing, what does
the future hold?

You will be happy to hear there is some
light at the end of the tunnel. There is
a new vaccine this year available for
Crypto. It works in a similar way to other
dry cow vaccines, in that the pregnant
dams are vaccinated to provide immunity
through their colostrum to their calves.
We are currently using it on several of
our client farms, and initial feedback is
very promising. This vaccine will not be
the magic bullet that fixes all Crypto
issues on all farms, but it is a
new weapon in our arsenal.

Martijn t Hoen t
Veterinary Surgeon [
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UMBILICAL MASSES IN CALVES

The umbilicus, or navel, is a remnant of
the structures that connect the calf’s
bladder to the dam’s placenta in the
uterus. These structures normally shrink
down after the calf is born, but if bacteria
gain entry, they can become infected,
which can cause delayed healing or an
abscess to develop. Hernias occur when
there is a defect in the muscles of the
body wall, leading to a hole through
which abdominal contents can protrude.
Umbilical hernias are a common

congenital defect in calves but they can
also develop because of an umbilical
infection.

Is it a hernia or an abscess?

Hernias and abscess can be hard to
distinguish, and sometimes both can be
present in the same animal. A basic rule
of thumb is:

e s it reducible, i.e. can you push it
back into the abdomen? = hernia

e Can you push some of it back but
not fully? = hernia with abscess

e Unable to push it back in = abscess
or complicated hernia

e Heat, swelling and pain also very
likely in these cases - watch out for
being kicked!

Getting your vet to examine these calves

promptly is important to diagnose and

treat them effectively; if there is an
abscess present early treatment may
prevent it developing into a hernia.

Management

Umbilical abscesses will need a
prolonged course of antibiotics and
anti-inflammatories, up to 10 days may
be needed as abscesses can be hard for
drugs to penetrate. Lancing may also be
needed.

Treatment for hernias depends on the
size of the defect in the abdominal wall;

e Spontaneous recovery: the ‘wait and
see’ approach may be appropriate
for hernias less than 5cm diameter
(roughly 3 fingers width)

e Bandaging: can be attempted in
younger calves <6 weeks and with
hernias <2cm, but requires a lot of
TLC and is not a guaranteed success

e Cull: complicated, non-reducible,
large hernias (>10cm), and repeat
cases are not good surgical
candidates and euthanasia may be
more a sensible option

e Surgery: uncomplicated hernias
>8cm are a good candidate but there
are a few things to consider before
operating.

To operate or not to operate?

Operating on hernias requires a
discussion with your vet and an
examination of the mass. It is important
to remember the inherited nature of
uncomplicated hernias, so using these
animals for breeding replacements in the
future is not a good idea. Older calves,
those with large hernias >10-15cm,
complications with infection/abscesses
or concurrent illness e.g. pneumonia, do
not make good candidates for surgery.

Prevention

A focus on colostrum and hygiene at
calving is key to prevention of umbilical
infection and abscess formation. There
is evidence that heifers with umbilical
infection are up to 5x more likely to
go on to develop an umbilical hernia.
Congenital hernias are inherited
with some studies showing up to 0.4
heritability, especially in Holstein breeds,
but the gene mechanism involved is not
fully understood.

Speak to your vet to help you make an
informed decision about these
cases. _
Nim Panesar [§

Veterinary Surgeon

Synergy’s Independent Vet Tech Livestock Support Services

For your more labour intensive or specialist livestock husbandry procedures on farm. Our highly qualified team have extensive
agricultural experience and arrive on site with all the required handling equipment, tools and technology.
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LAME COW SERVICE
for swift relief and treatment
for improved prognosis

MOBILE FOOT  RoMS ACCREDITED
TRIMMING MOBILITY SCORING

CATTLE PREGNANCY VACCINATION
SCANNING SERVICE
helping farms achieve for youngstock vaccines,
high levels of reproductive service free up to 6 months
efficiency of age. Whole herd boosters

ARTIFICIAL
INSEMINATION
Beef and Heifer
Synchronisation and Al.
Control and tailor calving
patterns

CALF DISBUDDING
Knock Down -
using sedation,

local anaesthesia and
additional pain relief

FREEZE BRANDING
for large quantities,
alterations or new stock

For more details of our Vet Tech Services or to
book please call

01935 83682




FARM HEALTH

LYMPSTONE NEWS ‘.rsunenqu

NEW FACES, BUT BUSINESS AS USUAL

There has been a fair bit of change in our clinical team at
Lympstone since we took over the business at the beginning
of last year, and although change can be hard to navigate, it
also provides great opportunity for fresh ideas and different
approaches.

At Synergy we understand how important the farmer-vet
relationship is to the success of a farming business and we
believe that with a team approach you get the benefit of
multiple skill-sets, ideas and opinions to achieve great results.

Veterinary Team:

Johanna
Mardsen

Katie Scotter

Esme Moffett

TB Testers
and Vet
Tech
Teams:

Nick Britten Adam Robbins

Charlotte
Leppard-Padula

Chrissie Ophatmekhi
Approved TB Tester and

No doubt you'll get to meet our new team members over the
coming weeks and months, but here are some photos to help
place faces to names.

We hope to see many of you at our Christmas Drinks socials,
but we'd like to take this opportunity to thank you for your
continued support and wish you all a very Merry Christmas
and a happy and healthy New Year.

Esme Moffett jig <=

Veterinary Surgeon

Lorna Pillar Anna Hardcastle Nim Panesar

Lidia Dzieciol MRCVS
Approved TB Tester

Lucas Gauchat
Approved TB Tester

Krzysztof Reich MRCVS
Approved TB Tester

Clinical Vet Tech

Synergy Lympstone proudly support local farming shows

NEWTON ABBOT CHRISTMAS SHOW

On Monday 24t November the Newton Abbot Christmas
Show Society held their 103 annual exhibition. There
were over 300 entries across the classes which ranged
from livestock and carcases to crops, eggs, homecraft and
children’s activities.

The cattle and sheep classes were particularly impressive
with some wonderful stock on display. There was plenty of
local competition, but also families that had travelled some
distance to compete, which is testament to the calibre of
entries.

The cattle judge, Mr Peter Morris, complimented the farmers
for the quality of stock and noted how hard a job it was to
decide the winners stating that ‘with 100 people around
this ring, we'd probably get 94 different opinions’. We were
i - delighted to sponsor
M class 4a ‘Best pure
bred native steer’
which was won by
Helen Pearse with
her South Devon.

PR R v b nmmmnninwi

Special mention must
go to clients Josh and
Barry Quant who
~ won 1% prize for their
. Single Suckled Calf

and Charlotte Gale who took reserve champion with her
British Blue Cross steer called Socks.

The show was followed by a delicious lunch, kindly provided
by the society, and a prize-packed raffle. The president of
the society, David French, thanked everyone for their efforts
and shared some pictures of his family showing cattle over
the years - he is the third generation to be involved in the
society committee.

Special mention to Rendells for all the support they provide
to this and other local show societies and a big thank you
must go to clients Geoff and Joe Lang who kindly hosted the
event at their fantastic venue, Humber Barn. A lot of work
involved in getting prepped, no doubt, but it was hugely
appreciated by all involved.

It was a pleasure to support this local event which displayed
fantastic British farming, great stockmanship and the
preservation of rural traditions.

CHURSTON
FAT STOCK
SHOW

>




<
SHEEP NEWS Q'Jsuiggggu

SEASONAL BLEATINGS

With Christmas not far around
the corner, another year draws
towards a close. We hope it
has been a prosperous year for
you and your farm. There have
- certainly been lots of challenges
: thrown our way in 2025: the end
- of a wet winter followed by a
“ prolonged drought and the threat
- of Bluetongue, plus movement
" restrictions and testing in the
R = Spring.
At the time of writing there have been 135 cases of Bluetongue
in the UK this year. There is likely a level of under-reporting
and also subclinical disease, but thankfully it doesn’t seem to
have spread like wildfire so far, as it could very well have done.

We have had cases within our practice area, and vaccination
remains the best protection we have against disease. It is
likely that Bluetongue is here to stay as the cases this year
reflect spread of disease between local midges, so we will
need to review vaccination plans in 2026.

In this edition, Emily Gascoigne discusses pre-lambing
nutrition after a challenging year for feed and Bella tells us
more about information what we can gleam from abattoir
feedback and what some of the terminology you might see
actually means for your flock. We also hear from our Small
Ruminant resident Emily Fraser who has recently returned
from Australia after presenting at the International Sheep
Veterinary Society conference.

Charlotte Mouland
Veterinary Surgeon

WHAT’S ON YOUR PRE-LAMBING MENU?

After a challenging summer, many of
us were relieved to just have some hay
or silage made - regardless of quality!
We did the best we could but now
might be the time we start thinking
about the quality of what was made.

The importance of ewe health pre-
lambing is not to be underestimated.
With often multiple lambs on board,
the pre-lambing window can be a
metabolically challenging time, and
farmers are faced with getting as much
energy into our ewes as we practically
(and safely) can.

Having forage analysed is an essential
part of this process. Higher quality
forage can significantly reduce the
concentrate required and thus lower
costs. Lowering concentrate inputs can
also have benefits in optimising rumen
health and reducing risk of imbalance.

Low quality forage needs addressing
and it may that be a frank discussion
needs to be had. Using forage analysis
results we can formulate a diet to

see what inputs are necessary to
provide sufficient intakes for the
ewe. Poor quality forage will limit
available nutrients to the ewe. Early
identification of this scenario allows
plans to be made, eg test other
forage on farm; direct poorer quality
towards cattle if available; buying in
new/improved forage; higher energy/
protein cakes procured plus a plan for
forage preservation to be made for the
coming year.

Having had your forage analysed,
TeamSheep can produce a bespoke
diet plan for you. Readers on FHAP and
Consultancy packages can use visits
towards diet preparation, please speak
to your vet for more information.

Emily Gascoigne
Veterinary Surgeon

Case Example

100 ewe, indoor lambing system
(80kg ewes, housed for 3 weeks
pre-lambing and fed based on
scanning).

Year 1: Lower quality forage (herbal
ley silage, but overstood after GS4).
Round bale.

Year 2: Second cut herbal ley silage,
shorter cut. Round bale.

The difference in forage quality
on analysis between the two
years was nearly a 20% uplift in
both Metabolisable Energy and
Crude Protein. The maximum feed
required by the twin ewes at 1

week pre-lambing was 900g (year
1) and 750g (year 2) when a diet
was prepared by TeamSheep.

When working out the feed rates
required for singles and twins over
the duration of their pre-lambing
window, the upliftinfeed qualityled
to a total reduction in concentrate
required of approximately 3kg per
head (for singles) and nearly 4kg
per head (for twins) over a 21 day
feeding period.

For a flock of 100 lambing ewes,
with 40 singles and 60 twins,
this would translate to 360kg
reduction in concentrate required!
Furthermore, ewe metabolic health
was improved.




WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM ABATTOIR FEEDBACK?

When lambs leave the farm gate to go to slaughter, it can feel
like the end of the story. But in reality, the abattoir provides
a valuable opportunity to learn about flock performance —
particularly when it comes to animal health and disease
status. Abattoir feedback can often uncover problems that
are hard to detect on-farm. Any condemnations will have
financial implications for the flock, whether it is the whole
carcass or part of it, so understanding and reacting to your
abattoir feedback is essential.

The liver is
one of the best
indicators of flock
health. Abattoirs
routinely inspect
' livers and record

¥ reasons for
.| condemnation
or trimming. For
example, liver
fluke damage
(which could consist of active infection or scarring from
previous exposure) shows that sheep are exposed to flukey
pastures and that your fluke control program might need
adjusting. Liver abscesses could point to infections picked up
early in life, such as navel ill and joint ill, and may relate to
poor hygiene in lambing pens.

Lung lesions are another common finding in abattoir reports.
Even lambs that appeared healthy before going to slaughter
can have lung changes that indicate a history of respiratory
disease. This could consist of abscesses, adhesions (where
the lungs stick to the chest wall) or other lung abnormalities.
If you are getting many abattoir reports with pneumonia or
pleurisy lesions, then it could be worth reviewing vaccinations,
ventilation of housed lambs, and transport and other stress
factors. Lungworm nodules may also be reported if this is not
adequately controlled.

Tapeworm cysts are a common finding in sheep carcases,
indicating that the farm dogs’ worming may not be up to date.
Eggs are shed in dog faeces and ingested by grazing sheep.
The parasites then migrate through the sheep and form cysts
around the body. The life cycle is completed when dogs eat
raw meat or scavenge fallen stock containing the cysts. There
are four types of dog tapeworm that can cause cysts in sheep:

e Cysticercus tenuicollisis a stage of the Taenia hydatigena
tapeworm, and can result in liver cysts. This may be called
“bladder worm” on abattoir feedback.

e Cysticercus ovis (“sheep measles”) is the intermediate
stage of Taenia ovis, usually found in the muscles and
heart.

e Coenurus cerebralisis a stage of the dog tapeworm Taenia
multiceps, found in the brain, causing ‘gid’ in sheep.

e Hydatid cysts are caused by the dog tapeworm
Echinococcus granulosus, and may occur in the lungs and
liver.

To prevent abattoir condemnations due to dog tapeworm
cysts, ensure that any dogs that live or visit the farm are
wormed regularly, and consider signage on footpaths to
advise dog walkers. We can provide regular wormers of your
farm dogs to help control dog tapeworm - speak to our
dispensary for more information.

Muscle damage such as bruising or abscesses can also be
informative feedback to receive. Bruising could suggest rough
handling, pulling of the fleece or overcrowded transportation;
whereas abscesses may indicate poor injection technique or
dirty needles. Injection site abscesses are often located in the
most valuable parts of the carcase, and need a large area to be
trimmed, so this can be a costly mistake to make.

Reading and keeping a record of abattoir feedback will help
to build a picture of your flock over time. A one-off finding
may not mean much, but repeated reports of the same lesions
are definitely something to be taken seriously. Get in touch
with your vet if you would like to discuss the findings. By
implementing strategic management changes that prevent
or reduce abattoir condemnations, we can improve animal
health and flock productivity.

Bella Lowis =&
Veterinary Surgeon |

How to find abattoir feedback on the ABP Portal:

1. On the Remittance screen, head to ‘Lot
Summary’ Tab
B 2]
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2. At the bottom of ‘Lot Summary’, click ‘Show
More’ on the far right to show summary of
post-mortem conditions
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AN AUSSIE ADVENTURE

| was recently lucky enough to get the
opportunity to attend and present at

the International Sheep Veterinary
Congress in Wollongong, Australia.
This conference brought together

vets from all over the world to share
knowledge and research on all things
small ruminant (sheep and goats). |
presented the findings of research
conducted here at Synergy on the use
of a neonatal lamb survival control plan.
The study looked at whether the tool
had been successfully implemented on
trial farms and if it had been effective at
reducing lamb losses - watch this space
for further publications on the topic!

As well as presenting this work, | was
also able to attend talks on a range
of topical subjects from controlling
infectious diseases like Maedi Visna,
to novel parasite control measures
and everything in between. | especially
enjoyed some of the sessions on
reproductive performance as this is an
area of interest for me.

It was very interesting to see how sheep
production differs across the globe - but
what was striking was the fact that the
big issues are similar across the board.
Hot topics for the week predictably
revolved around sustainability and how
drivingefficiencyinyoursystem canhave
positive economic and environmental
benefits. The cornerstones to this being
reproductive efficiency, lamb survival
and growth, control of infectious disease
and responsible use of medicines. New

technologies are appearing, for example
the use of Al technology in worm egg
counts has created the ability to identify
the species of the eggs found, providing
extra diagnostic information to guide
treatment selection and other control
methods. And the use of Apps is helping
to disseminate information on disease
diagnosis to less developed countries,
where veterinary care is less available,
but communities rely on their livestock
for vital food and income.

Afte;r thel conference | had the

opportunity to visit a Merino stud farm
near Dubbo. At Parkdale Merinos the
Mudford family have been breeding
sheep that thrive in their tough
environment and proudly have not
Mulesed their sheep for over 20 years.
Mulesing is a method of flystrike
control, which involves removal of the
skin folds around the breech in young
Merino lambs, which carries welfare
concerns. Through careful selection for
skin and wool characteristics alongside
other production traits the flock has
reduced the incidence of flystrike as
well as reducing the use of chemical
treatments - all while not Mulesing the
lambs.

Robert took me on a tour of the property
- not a small undertaking - farming in
Australia is on a much bigger scale than
I’'m used to here in the UK! Where we
chatted about how they managed the
flock. The Aussie’s are obviously no
strangers to drought conditions and
it was interesting to see some of the

Lamb Survival Meeting Monday 24t November

methods they employ to try to limit the
effects of drought periods, such as the
planting of Salt bush which is a very
drought tolerant shrub that the ewes
will feed on when there is little grass.
Being a shrub it also offers shade as well
as protecting against soil erosion.

As well as a tour of the ewe flock, | was
also treated to my first sighting of a Roo!
| was probably far too excited about this,
(much to Robert’s amusement) but you
can’t go down under without spotting a
real life kangaroo right?

Alongside the Merino flock, they also
breed Angora and Angora cross goats.
The goats produce valuable Mohair
as well as meat and like the Merino
breeding program their aim has been
to ethically and sustainably produce
the best quality product. Did you know
Australia are the biggest exporter of
goat meat in the world? The goats tend
to value different parts of the plants
they graze - favouring the seed heads
and taller grasses. This trait means they
are also very useful in maintaining the
grazing platform for the ewes.

My trip finished with a few days
sightseeing in Sydney checking off some
of the big sights including the Opera
house, meeting a Koala and my absolute
highlight - a boat trip to watch some
very playful Humpback whales on their
annual migration!

I'd like to say a massive thank you to
the Mudford family for taking time out
of their very busy schedules (and at the
beginning of harvest for them!) to show
me around their farm and give me some
insight into Australian farming. | couldn’t
have asked for a warmer welcome!

Emily Fraser [
Veterinary Surgeon £J

REMINDER OF LAST LAMB

SURVIVAL MEETINGS:

Our Lamb Survival Meetings kicked off
on 24% November at Dewlock Farm
where attendees looked at this year's
¥ data (with over 11,000 ewes represented)
and then looked at approaches to rearing
| lambs. Lots of discussion was had around
management of lambs. We compared
milk powder quality and how to achieve the best results from milk rearing,
approaches to weaning and then troubleshooting key issues. Key take home
messages included: consistency is key (in hygiene, milk preparation, weaning),
remembering that petlambs are the most vulnerable on our farms so approaches
to good colostral feeding are even more important, and that pet lambs are
often high input in order to be done well (feed, milk, bedding and time). Thus
maximising outputs is even more important and #everylambcounts!

TUES 16™ DECEMBER 6.30PM
The Ley Arms, Kenn
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Medicine Orders over the Festive Period
/-\ oy SES NI, QI'O\I‘

‘ This is a busy time of the year, and we would appreciate all medicine orders
are placed in a timely manner.

Medicine collections are available from:

AXMINSTER e CREWKERNE ¢ CULLOMPTON e DORCHESTER ¢ GLASTONBURY ® HOLSWORTHY e HONITON ¢ LANGPORT
LYMPSTONE ¢ NEWTON ABBOT ¢ RAMPISHAM e SALISBURY ¢ SOUTH MOLTON

** Medicines Update **

Smartrace Boluses

Meet the Team:
Jade Ellis RVN
K-RAMA,
Dispensary
Manager

Jade joined Synergy in 2017,
following 12 years of veterinary
nursinginsmallanimal practice.She
completed her RAMA qualification
in 2018 and enjoys discussing parasite management with our
clients. Jade finds her role as Dispensary Manager rewarding
and ever changing, with no day being the same.

Away from work, Jade enjoys spending time with her family
and a menagerie of animals to include ponies, goats, dogs, and
chickens!

We stock Smartrace boluses for cattle and sheep.
They are a controlled and sustained release bolus
delivering minerals to your animals over a defined
period of time.

Please consult your Vet to discuss specific queries.
For further information please call our Dispensary Team.

Winter Products”

SPOTINOR
1LT £62 2.5LT £115 ENOVEX 2.5LT POUR ON
WITHHOLD: CATTLE - MEAT AND OFFAL 17 £39

DAYS. MILK ZERO HOURS. SHEEP - MEAT

AND OFFAL 35 DAYS. NOT AUTHORISED

FOR USE IN EWES PRODUCING MILK FOR
HUMAN CONSUMPTION

MEAT WITHHOLD: 28 DAYS
DO NOT USE IN ANIMALS PRODUCING MILK
FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION OR WITHIN THE

LAST 60 DAYS OF PREGNANCY
0T gg"ﬁgg’;zos SOLANTEL DRENCH
25 25LT 2.51T£63 5LT £97
MEAT WITHHOLD (SHEEP): 42 DAYS
MEAT AND OFFAL WITHHOLD: CANNOT BE USED IN ANIMALS

0 DAYS. NOT AUTHORISED
FOR USE IN ANIMALS
PRODUCING MILK FOR HUMAN
CONSUMPTION

PRODUCING MILK FOR HUMAN
CONSUMPTION

*Other products are available so please don’t hesitate to discuss your requirements with our Dispensary Team.
Prices correct at time of print. Offers end 28.02.26. All prices ex VAT.




USING VACCINES SAFELY AND EFFECTIVELY IN CATTLE

Herd health plans are keeping many
vets busy, and now is a good time to
review your vaccination schedules.

Vaccination is one of the most cost-
effective tools beef and dairy farmers
have to protect herd health, improve
productivity, and reduce the reliance
on antibiotics. However, vaccines
only work as well as they are used.
Understanding how to store, handle,
and administer them correctly is
essential to ensuring good immune
protection across the herd.

The first step in any vaccination
programme is reading the product
data sheet carefully. Each vaccine
comes with specific instructions
regarding dosage, administration route,
timing, booster intervals, and storage
requirements. Although many vaccines
may seem similar, their protocols can
differ significantly. Taking a few minutes
to review the label and data sheet
helps prevent common errors such as
incorrect dosing or administering by
the wrong route (intramuscular and
subcutaneous often are confused).
Check the vaccine’s expiry data before
administration.

Using the correct dose is crucial.
Under-dosing does not “stretch”
a vaccine—it reduces the animal’s
chance of developing a strong immune
response. Over-dosing offers no
additional benefit and wastes product.
Always use calibrated equipment, such
as well-maintained automatic syringes
or single-dose syringes, and check
that the needle size is appropriate for
the age and size of the animal. Replace
needles regularly to reduce tissue
damage and prevent contamination -
a good reminder is “change the bottle,
change the needle”. This will need to
be more regular in the face of a blood
borne pathogen such as the Bluetongue
virus.

Timing is another key factor. Vaccines
need to be given far enough in advance
of disease challenge to allow the immune
system to respond—typically two to
four weeks, depending on the product.
For diseases that affect fertility, such
as BVD or leptospirosis, heifers should
complete their full primary vaccination
course before breeding. We'd advise
that all new stock entering the herd—

whether purchased or home-reared—
should be vaccinated according to the
farm’s health plan well before joining
the milking group. This ensures both
individual protection and improved
herd immunity. Buying in new cows or
heifers? Even if the market catalogue
states that they are vaccinated, it is
advisable to restart a primary course
for peace of mind.

Not all vaccines can be given together,
so start planning now to allow enough
time before spring turnout/the next
service period. When multiple vaccines
can be used together, choose sites
with different draining lymph nodes.
Keep injection sites consistent for each
vaccine so that if a reaction occurs, you
can link it to the correct vaccine.

Correct storage and handling are
essential to preserving vaccine potency.
Most vaccines must be kept refrigerated
between 2-8°C and must never be
frozen. A dedicated vaccine fridge with
a thermometer or temperature logger
is ideal. Vaccines should be removed
from the fridge only when needed,
mixed according to the instructions (if
applicable), and used within the stated
time once opened. Avoid keeping
bottles in direct sunlight or warm
pockets, and never return partially used
product to the fridge unless the label
explicitly permits it.

Half open bottles
cannot be kept and
reused - however

tempting! Watch this
youtube video for a E
great explanation:

A 2018 study in the South West put data
loggers in 19 farm fridges. None stayed
within the required range of 2-8°C

during the study period. A temperature
data logger can be as inexpensive as
£20. Fancier models can alert your
phone if there is a problem.

Domestic  fridges cannot  bring
temperatures up so freezing can occur
which inactivates vaccines - worth
considering where your fridge is
situated now Winter is upon us!

Transport the vaccine to the cow using
a cool box and ice pack. This helps to
keep the vaccine equipment clean
as well as cool and protects it from
sunlight.

Good injection technique further
ensures safety and effectiveness.
Administer vaccines via the
recommended  route—intramuscular,
subcutaneous, or intranasal—and at
the correct anatomical site. Restrain
animals safely to prevent injury, clean
injection sites if dirty, and use sharp,
sterile needles. Don’t vaccinate cows
in the rain as needle contamination is
more likely.

Finally, record-keeping ties the whole
programme together. Documenting
batch numbers, expiry dates,
administration dates, and the animals
vaccinated helps monitor coverage and
trace any issues.

When used correctly, vaccines are
powerful allies in maintaining herd
health. By paying attention to data
sheets, dosage, timing, storage,
handling, and accurate records, dairy
farmers can maximise protection and
keep cows performing at their best.

Caroline Perry
Veterinary Surgeon

Interested in learning more? Why not join us for one of our ‘Safe Use of

Veterinary Medicines’ Courses - please see pages 14-15 for more details




BEEF NEWS

BUYER BEWARE PREPARE

You're planning ahead for next
breeding season. You know you'll need
a new bull or some heifers and you've
got a shopping list. A given breed, a
given age, a given budget and you're
looking to buy direct from farm. You
might have further requirements- a
particular  bloodline, performance

recorded perhaps. Hopefully, when you
have narrowed down your choice, the
source herd is CHeCS accredited and
the vendor has already put in the work
to make the sale as smooth as possible.

But sometimes that isn't the case. A
lack of accreditation may be a particular
challenge when looking at some of the
more traditional breeds increasingly
required by grazing schemes. All
animals have a “health status” but what
is key as a potential buyer is that YOU
understand whatever that health status
means for each given disease. Knowing
the risks can enable you to make an
informed decision and implement
an appropriate testing/quarantine
protocol. So where do you go from
here?

Where the source herd isn't a member
of any formal schemes, a conversation
needs to be had pre-purchase about
herd history, but at the coal face, it can
be a really tricky conversation to have.
Some quite blunt questions may need
to be asked. If we take IBR alone- to
establish status you might need to ask
the seller- “Do you screen for IBR- and

what were the results?”, “Do you buy in
any cattle, or, is it a closed herd at the
perimeters?”, “Have you ever vaccinated
for IBR?" etc. Let's call a spade a spade-
these are tricky questions, the answers
may be complex and you may require
further testing depending on what
you would like to achieve. And this is
just one disease posing a risk to your
business post-purchase.

There is a clear benefit to purchasing
virgin bulls when it comes to venereal
disease: how often do we know, or even
ask, whether the bull we are purchasing
is a virgin? And remember: a bull that
has only been put with a couple of cows
to make sure it works is not a virgin!

TB is always a contentious issue. It
would make sense, before purchasing
a new bull, to look on ibTB to confirm
the status of his herd of origin and also
of the status of other herds in that
locality; the closer a herd is to a current
breakdown, the more likely it is to have
problems evenif it is currently OTF. Itis
also worth asking how long the herd has
been OTF for and what its purchasing
policy is. The longer it has been OTF
and the fewer animals it buys (and the
longer the interval between purchases),
the lower the risk. Even then, a post-
movement test should be considered to
reduce the risk of nasty surprises in the
future. Whilst considering all of this,
it might also make sense to ask about
how the bull has been reared, including
how much concentrate he has been
fed, as this can affect his ability to work.

There is an alternative to these difficult
conversations. It is not uncommon
for clients to request that we ring the
seller’s vet directly to have a vet-to-
vet discussion of all diseases relevant.
It is extremely common in the equine
world and important not to lose sight
that the value of the bovine sale, plus

the consequences of a disease being
introduced into a naive beef herd, could
easily exceed the value of a lame equid.

The process

1. The buyer (you!) asks the vendor if
they are happy for the respective
vets to speak directly about health
status.

2. The vendor will have to inform
their own vet that this discussion
has happened and give consent
to their vet to share confidential
information.

3. You also need to speak to
your routine vet, who has an
understanding of your health
status and goals, and they can then
contact the vendor’s vet.

Take care not to make assumptions
about vendor health status- after the
above discussion, the debrief between
you and your vet may mean that you
require further testing of the animals
to be purchased before they leave the
source farm. If this testing includes
fertility testing, remember that it is
usual for the cost of this to be added
to the final bill. Getting your routine
vet involved helps reduce risk further
and leave you free to focus on other
elements of animal selection.

The more breeders that go down
this route, the clearer the incentive
becomes for the vendor to be proactive
and consider schemes such as CHECS
in the future. And the more these
conversations take place, the smoother
sales can be- since expectations and
can be met and answers given in good
time by the seller- and both sides can be
prepared to discuss important (if tricky)
details in more comfort.

Emily Gascoigne
Veterinary Surgeon

A big thank you to our client Bernard Fry of Shute, nr Axminster for hosting our
beef suckler farm walk in September, and for sharing his knowledge and experience
producing renowned Aberdeen Angus bulls.

It was a fantastic day discussing bull selection, herd health, breeding strategies
including Al and of course the opportunity to see some excellent cattle and stock
bulls. Thank you also to ourin house beef expert Keith Cutler for leading discussions
and sharing his own wealth of knowledge with the group. What a great day !
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FLUKE IN BEEF CATTLE

As warmer temperatures allow for
extended grazing seasons, there is a
greater risk that livestock are being
exposed to high numbers of liver
fluke. Fluke (Fasciola hepatica) eggs
are excreted from ruminants via dung;
the egg hatches and the parasite must
undergo multiple stages of development
until they reach the infectious stage. It
is the same species of fluke that affects
sheep and cattle, meaning co-grazing
can pose a risk.

When the egg hatches, a miracidium
is released, this form of fluke can only
live on the pasture for a short period
of time. To continue development, it

i must find a mud
‘ - I 1-:‘ | snail intermediate

e
- A

& host, within which
#5840y it can mature (this
%2 is why fluke is
usually associated
with land that

- is wet, because
of the large numbers of mud snails
present). The nearly mature fluke stage
is called a cercaria, which won't exit the
snail until the temperature and moisture
levels are correct. Once conditions are
appropriate, the final infectious stage
will encyst on pasture and can remain

here for months until ingested by cattle
or sheep.

The duration of the process is highly
weather-dependent and changes to
the climate, alongside adaptations of
the parasite itself, make it difficult to
predict when cattle are most at risk.
After dry summers such as this year’s,
some farms can- oddly enough- be at
greater risk, since herds will have spent
more time on the remaining green (i.e.
wetter) areas of the farm and have
come into more contact with mud snail
habitats.

We know there is widespread
resistance to Triclabendazole (the
active ingredient in products like
Fascinex and Triclamox). This is a real
concern as reliability of commonly-
used products is dropping, while at
the same time the unpredictability of
the disease increases. Fluke testing is
therefore beneficial:

1. To minimize unnecessary flukicide
use (saving money!)

2. To help prevent the development
of resistant fluke

3. To monitor patterns of the parasite
throughout the seasons.

There are various testing options, and
it's best to check with your vet about
which would be most useful to use on
your holding. Blood testing homebred
animals can demonstrate exposure by
measuring antibodies, or dung samples
can be taken to look for the parasite
itself. There is also a new cow-side
lateral flow test which can be done by
a vet or a farmer. If you would like to
discuss this further, feel free to give us
a call or speak to your vet.

Anna Hardcastle
Veterinary Surgeon

NEWS FROM THE ROUNDS - OPERATING ON A RIG

Last month, | visited a small herd of
pedigree Irish Moiled cattle with the
intent of castrating their 6 month old
suckler calf. Sadly, the calf was a rig,
with only 1 testicle being palpable in
the scrotum. The client was concerned
that the animal would soon reach
puberty and start inbreeding within the
herd. There were also concerns about
managing an entire bull in the group.

In another scenario, this animal could
have been managed by selling him
early, or by segregating him. Neither
of these were options in this case. The
only remaining option was to carry out
abdominal surgery.

Given the unusual nature of the surgery,
Synergy’s surgical expert Mike Kerby
took on the challenge. After sedating
the calf and carefully numbing its flank,
Mike went searching. Thankfully, he
found it quickly, sitting just behind the
rig's right kidney. After pulling it into
view, he tied off its blood supply and
removed it. The calf was then stitched
up and the other ‘normal’ testicle was
removed.

Rigs can be very problematic in the beef
herd, so early identification is key. For

those of you using ring castration (<7
days old only), it is important to leave
an animal entire if it is not possible to
feel both testicles. This is to ensure that
they are easily identifiable as entire in
later life (and not forgotten!)

Imogen Rogers [&

Veterinary Surgeon L
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MYTH-BUSTING RINGWORM IN CATTLE

Ringworm in cattle is a common skin
condition—but despite how widespread
it is, misconceptions still surround it.
This article aims to bust some of the
more common myths about ringworm
in cattle.

Myth #1: Ringworm is caused
by worms

Despite the name, ringworm is not
caused by aworm. It’s a fungal infection
caused by dermatophyte fungi—most
commonly Trichophyton verrucosum in
cattle.

The name “ringworm” comes from the
ring-shaped lesions it causes, not the
organism responsible.

Myth #2: Ringworm only affects
calves and young animals

While calves are more susceptible due
to their developing immune systems,
cattle of any age can contract ringworm,
especially if they are stressed, their
nutrition is sub-optimal, or if housing
is poorly ventilated and damp. A high
stocking density and a lack of exposure
to sunlight are also risk factors in the
development of the disease. Outbreaks
may also be linked to concurrent
immunosuppressive diseases such as
BVD.

Myth #3: Ringworm isn’t
contagious

Ringworm is highly  contagious,
spreading through direct contact with
infected animals or contaminated
objects like halters, feed troughs and
fencing.

Spores can survive for many months in
the environment. Disinfection can be

used to kill environmental spores but
is a challenge, particularly on wooden
surfaces.

Myth #4: Ringworm is just a
cosmetic issue

While many cases are mild and self-
limiting, ringworm can impact cattle
welfare and farm economics. Infected
animals may lose weight due to stress
or decreased feed intake, and show
or sale cattle can be disqualified or
devalued due to visible lesions.

Additionally, ringworm can be
transmitted to humans (a zoonotic
disease). Children, the elderly or
immunocompromised  people are
especially at risk.

Myth #5: Blue / purple spray
will treat Ringworm

Blue spray (oxytetracycline, an
antibiotic) or purple spray (usually
containing Gentian Violet or
Chlorhexidine - both with anti-
bacterial properties), will not tackle the
fungal cause of Ringworm.

Although ringworm often resolves
on its own over 6-12 weeks, topical
treatments such as enilconazole
(Imaverol) or iodine may be appropriate
in individual cases.

Myth #6: Once it’s gone, it’s
gone for good

Unfortunately, ringworm can recur.
Prevention relies on reducing the risk
factors and improving environmental
conditions:

e Reducing humidity

e Increasing sunlight exposure

e |solating infected animals

e Disinfecting equipment regularly

e Improving airflow and reducing
over crowding

There is also an
effective vaccine
available which
provides up to 5
years protection
- please speak
to us at the
practice if you
would like to
discuss this.

Claire Rudd |
Veterinary Surgeon

W Our Beef Events TO BOOK PLEASE VISIT: WWW.SYNERGYFARMHEALTH.COM

FERTILITY IN THE BEEF HERD

WED 7™ JANUARY, 6.30PM
The Drax Arms, West St, Bere Regis, Wareham

KINDLY SPONSORED BY

A\

BH20 7HH

Synergy Farm Health warmly invite you to their winter beef meeting.

We will be discussing synchronisation and Al as a breeding tool in beef
herds, and breeding decisions and management of beef heifers.
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2026 TRAINING COURSES (JANUARY-MARCH)
FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2026, OR TO BOOK PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

BASIS

Dairy Pra @ = Rampisham @ =On Farm

Practical Lambing

Designed for those both new to sheep keeping or for
experienced shepherds looking to refresh their skills or review
the latest evidence

(£) £114 ex VAT |
12" December 10™ February
Q@ Rampisham

p

Safe Use of Veterinary

Medicines (General)

CERTIFIED
STANDARDS

Learn how to get the most from medicines on farm and l
how to use them to maximum effect, in a fully compliant
manner. Red Tractor compliant, for all experience levels.

(£) £87 ex VAT
239January Q Rampisham

Lamb Survival and

- @ |
Advanced Lamb Care . |

(including Lamb Post Mortem Examination)

Following published research produced by our Sheep Team, |
our course has been designed for shepherds interested in
advancing their knowledge of lamb care, troubleshooting
lamb health issues and working towards maximising lamb
survival on farm. The session is a combination of classroom
and practical elements involving neonatal lamb post-
mortem. |

(£) £109 ex VAT () 27" January Q Rampisham i

Sheep Worm Egg Counting

Learn how to undertake sheep worm egg counts for your i
flock using the Modified McMaster Technique E

(£) £114 ex VAT
31 February
Q@ Rampisham :

Did you know? :
Bespoke training courses are available and can be

delivered on farm for your staff - speak to Emma
in our Marketing Office for further details

www.SynergyFarmHealth.com or call 01935 83682

Q = Crewkerne Q = Lympstone

DIY Artificial Insemination, |sasis
Three Days

Understand regulations governing Al,
theory of safe semen handling and Al technique.

(£)£505 ex VAT gt-11th February
Q@ Q OnFarm & Rampisham

Refresher DIY Al, One Day
(£) £168 ex VAT 1*February QOnFarm

Practical Calving

The opportunity to use our bespoke calving simulator forms
part of our comprehensive day to build skills and knowledge
of how to calve a cow

(£) £114 ex VAT
20™ February @ Crewkerne

RoMS Accredited
Mobility Scoring

Learn the ins and outs, to target
cattle lameness on farm

(£) £168 ex VAT 10" March @ Rampisham

MilkSure Part One nr

The technical essentials for farmers to safeguard
residue-free milk

(&) £49 ex VAT 19™ March @ Rampisham

Lantra First Aid For Feet Plus
Two Days - Foot Trimming

Covering lameness detection, basic anatomy of the foot,
lesion identification and best treatment. Introduction to
routine hoof trimming.

(£) £392 ex VAT 231-24™ March

Q@ OnFarm & Crewkerne

Lantra First Aid For Feet
- Foot Trimming

Aimed at beginners as well as those requiring competency in the
early identification and treatment of newly lame cows.

(£) £263 ex VAT 239 March @ Crewkerne

13
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FLEXIBLE TRAINING

Available 24/7, start and stop any time with
bitesize videos

ONLINE COURSES NOW AVAILABLE:

Safe Use of Veterinary Medicines (General)
Safe Use of Veterinary Medicines (Sheep)
Downer Cow

synergy

Fa M  online Flexible Courses,
Training created by Vets for Farmers

RELEVANT CONTENT
Designed by farm vets to provide practical
and up to date training

www.SynergyFarmTraining.com

Synergy Farm Training offers a
solution with its

INDUSTRY
ENDORSED

BASIS
Dairy Pra

CERTIFIED
STANDARDS

SIMPLE TO USE
Free dashboard to add multiple users, monitor
performance and store certificates

COURSES COMING SOON:
Youngstock Management Foundation

CowRecovery™ System going from strength to strength
after recent awards and national recognition!

oy

CowRecovery”

Improving the lives of cows
and those that care for them

We are delighted that our Cow Recovery™ system for
downer cows, developed in conjunction with Dorset dairy
farmer and client James Yeatman, has been on a winning
streak with many recent awards and recognitions.

Firstly, CowRecovery™ were honoured with the 2025
Cream Awards - Award for Innovation, a highly respected
recognition within the
UK dairy industry. This
ve1 award celebrates forward-
thinking solutions that have

--M . made a tangible impact on

.~ dairy farming. Winning this
J‘-,‘ category highlighted our
| ability to deliver practical,

scalable innovations that address dairy challenges faced by
producers

Later in the year, we were also Highly Commended in the
New Product Award category at UK Dairy Day 2025. UK
Dairy Day is one of the leading events in the British dairy
calendar, bringing together industry professionals, suppliers,
and producers. Being recognised in this category affirmed
the value and relevance of our latest product development,
which introduced a positive approach to livestock monitoring
and management. The commendation acknowledged the
product’s potential to improve operational efficiency and
animal wellbeing, and its alignment with the evolving needs of
modern dairy farms.

Following on from this, just /ast week we were announced
Gold Winner in the Livestock and Dairy Innovation of the
Year category at the LAMMA Innovation Awards 2026, which
we will be attending in the new year. This award celebrates
groundbreaking advancements in machinery and farm
technology!

Beyond formal awards, the Cow Recovery™ system has also
featured in leading agricultural publications, and showcased
at national and regional farming expos. These platforms
have helped showcase the system and fostered valuable
partnerships across the livestock and dairy industry.

Together, these achievements demonstrate our ongoing
commitment to driving progress in the dairy sector. We are
proud of the recognition we've received to date, and we
remain focused on delivering solutions that support the future
of livestock and dairy farming — improving animal welfare, and
supporting sustainable farming practices.

enquiries@cowrecovery.com 03304410 466

www.CowRecovery.com >




Celebrating 12 fantastic months of supporting our local community!

QUMY —
SHOW & SALE

—

@ DEVON YOUNG FARMERS
1.

F

TLIG OF WAR TEAM 2025

We have thoroughly enjoyed supporting our local young farmer clubs, charities and
community events over 2025 - please feel free to get in touch with your next event!

PLEASE KEEP AN EYE OUT ON OUR WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS FOR OUR LATEST EVENTS

SOCiaI Synergy ﬁ @SynergyFarmHealth 'E" ynecgyfarmbentth

; synengyfarmhealth B ey

QeQ D 7V [

@D Lied by kitkatdoble and others

Qe v

WP Lty bksdobie st athers

synerglarmivestth & Sponsor Alert - Salisbury Marke] W i 7 ] .

Christmas Show and Sale! & CrQ %Y Sw & ™ [ mymargrarTaheasith 19 wink i busiy waeks Kor west ved fom
B Lied by kitkandobis snd crhees Cool &3 he deivened not o but Tin Johne's meetings
rrgyter kst U AP AT EETANT B2 5w by bivkandoble snad oihens foir g dairy dincusaion gronpe in the West of 1he

Ty v vl dlefighna] 16 sponscar Class 3 = The Best
Handed Baby Bewl a7 the Salisbury Marbet Christmas
Ghow snd Eafe, hosted by Southern Counies
fiuctioreos W

Tt 4 wymergytarmbaatih i m Pare s Cargd s b the Pctice W
O PDefTL CARgES 1O T leations
30 [MBA) g shared wome
Raiad] DensC e king oduls =

Our vt Claing, slong with Rached rem s Saksbury
o, wins in atiendance, Thess was k
sicci on show and we were pleased o
chienis around the ring. This special Christma
part of the regulad market schedobs and IS dhwwys
Fartagtis day 6! compasition and feithae chean




News From Our Rounds

NORTH - TOM WOOLACOTT

2025 has been a mast year and especially for
acorns, with oak trees producing an unusually
high number. Dendrology is certainly not my
forte, but | have learnt that masting ensures acorn survival
and the growth of new trees! A glut of acorns overwhelms
predators, and the sheer abundance means some will
remain uneaten and germinate. Good news if you're a
squirrel, but acorn toxicity has caused dismay recently
amongst many of our clients, proving fatal for livestock.

Acorn poisoning has been seen particularly following a
period of feed restriction, such as a lack of available grazing,
forcing hungry animals to eat the acorns. The drought,
paired with the bumper crop of acorns, and some stormy
weather has increased the risk of mass consumption in
cattle and sheep. Mortality rates have been as high as
70%. As winter housing approaches, please remain vigilant
of livestock looking off-colour whilst grazing high-risk
pastures.

WEST - TOM COOK

The weather has truly set in now with fields
soggy and muddy. Dry stock can still be grazed
on deferred grass stockpiled through the
autumn and bale grazing, these systems use temporary
fencing moved regularly and can save on wintering costs.

It was great to see so many of our west clients at our regional
dairy discussion groups. The focus was the next stage of
the National Johnes Management Plan. All herds will need
to generate an ‘average test value' for their herd with an
aspirational target of 5.5 representing control of Johnes in
the herd. The national herd has made good progress from
2020-2024. Risk of spread of johnes is different on each
farm so talk to your vet about where effort is best spent
and how to optimise your control strategy.

Lastly, | saw my first sea trout spawning in a local river
recently, as with most wildlife encounters it was a surprise.
It put a smile on my face.

LYMPSTONE - CHARLOTTE LEPPARD-PADULA

We've had some changeable weather lately, from the torrential rain to suddenly temperatures dropping to freezing
point. These fast changing weather conditions can be especially challenging for young calves, and we've seen an
increase in pneumonia cases because of it. If you're finding more cases of respiratory disease than normal on

EAST - EMILY FRASER

| type this having just returned from Australia [+
where it was decidedly warmer than the cold
snap | have returned to in the UK! | had a br|II|ant '
time at the International sheep vet o

congress presenting work on a
lamb survival project (see page 8 in
Sheep News for more details!)

Back in the office the diary has
been busy with PDs for the spring &
calving suckler herds. In many flocks, the rams have done
their work for the year and now attention is turning to
preparing for lambing. The first step in ensuring a successful
lambing is getting ewe nutrition right! This is vital for easy
lambing, lamb vigour and colostrum quality. Now is the time
to get forage analysed and plan feeding regimes. We can
provide forage analysis and a ration planning service so
speak to a team sheep vet today.

CENTRAL - VIKKI WYSE

The recent rains have resulted in excess grass |§
growth and we've seen spring time issues such |4
as magnesium deficiency and Nematodlrus
But winter feed is still likely to =
be short, so while cull prices are
good now is the time to get rid of
passenger cows. Lower stocking
density will benefit those you keep.
For the rest of the herd, consistency
is key - it takes the rumen 3 weeks B2
to adjust to a new diet so constant
tinkering will impact vyields. As the
rains continue think about fixing . )
drains and downpipes to prevent water ingress and damp
bedding, especially for calves. If it gets colder it's best
to feed calves more milk rather than increasing the milk
powder concentration.

your farm, please phone your vet so we can help. From adapting your current housing set up, to advising on tailored vaccine
protocols, we can help to build up healthy calves. Building up strong, resilient calves will put them in the best position to fight

off infectious respiratory disease.

This month we have also said goodbye to Rose and Sylvaine - I'm sure everyone will agree that they will be very much missed,

and we wish them the best of luck in their new adventures!

The Synergy Team would like to wish all our clients a...
“ Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! ‘*

Headquarters - 01935 83682
office@SynergyFarmHealth.com
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