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BIRD FLU UPDATE:

Due to the escalating number of cases of bird ‘flu (in both farmed and wild birds) across the country, APHA have introduced
mandatory housing measures to protect poultry for all keepers of over 50 birds, and all flocks who sell or give away eggs
(even if they keep fewer than 50 birds). These measures come into force on Thursday 6" November. Strict biosecurity
measures remain mandatory. Please check GOV.UK for the latest information.

KNOCKDOWN DISBUDDING - LATEST RESEARCH

Sedating calves for disbudding, often
referred to as knockdown disbudding,
is now common practice across the
industry. There has been lots of interest
and questions from clients, following a
recent article in the Farmer's Weekly
which discussed a recent research study
where sedated calves appeared to have
lower growth rates than those not
sedated for disbudding.

Synergy were very involved in the study,
so we wanted to clarify the findings,
and our interpretation of them, to help
answer any questions you may have.

Firstly, let's address the topic as a
whole. Disbudding is an essential task to
eliminate risks associated with horned
animals, both to the animals and farm
staff. However, it is a painful procedure
for calves, and a stressful one for both
calves and the people performing it. We
mitigate this pain and stress through use
of local anaesthetic and giving pain relief
(usually Metacam). Both have a large
body of research demonstrating their
benefit.

Another strategy we use to reduce the
stress associated with disbudding is
to sedate the calves, knocking them
down. This is a service Synergy has
offered for many years and is well
received by our clients who appreciate
the reduced labour requirement, and a

much smoother process for the calves,
farmers, vets and techs involved! In
some countries, it is a legal requirement
to use sedation for disbudding.

The study highlighted in the Farmer’s
Weekly investigated whether sedating
calves leads to a growth rate benefit
for calves undergoing this procedure.
This was found previously when pain
relief (Metacam) became a mandatory
requirement. The study followed dairy
beef calves at a large scale rearing
unit, for six weeks, measuring growth
rates and health events for disbudded
calves. Half of the calves were sedated
for disbudding, and the other half were
disbudded “standing” with no sedation.
The key findings are as follows:

e Over the entire six week period,
there was no difference in growth
rates or health events between the
groups.

e However, in the first three weeks
following disbudding, the sedated
calves did not grow as well as

those that underwent disbudding
standing.

e On the basis that growth rates were
equal over the six week period, we
can assume these calves caught
up with their counterparts and did
not suffer from health events like
pneumonia as a result of being
sedated.

From this study, we do not know exactly
why these calves experienced a short-
term decline in growth rate. Other
studies point to a possible short-term
reduction in feed intake immediately
after being sedated (which is not a
surprise)! We should always aim to time
knockdown disbudding so that calves
have a decent amount of time to wake
up, ready for their afternoon feed, to
mitigate any potential drop in milk
intakes and subsequent growth.

There is also research from the United
States that has found benefits to sedation
includinglower levels of stress hormones
(cortisol) and faster resumption of play
behaviours compared to non-sedated
calves. This, coupled with the improved
experience for farmers, techs and vets
leaves us with no doubt that we can be
confident in continuing with
this service!

Tom Angel
Veterinary Surgeon
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COLD WEATHER CALVES

At lower environmental temperatures,
calf energy expenditure is concentrated
on staying warm rather than on growth.
Unless we provide them with additional
energy, daily growth rates will be slowed
and likely accompanied by concurrent
disease. Calves have a thermal comfort
zone, the lowest end of this is the
Lower Critical Temperature (LCT). If
ambient temperature drops below the
LCT, additional feed should be given to
maintain energy requirements.

The LCT varies with air speed and age
of calf; for calves less than 3 weeks of
age, the LCT is 15°C, for calves older
than 3 weeks, the LCT is 10°C. The
recommendation is to give an additional
50g per day of milk replacer, or 0.33
litres/day of whole milk, for each 5°C
temperature drop below 15°C (if < 3
weeks), or below 10°C (if >3 weeks).
(AHDB Calf Management Guide; Calves
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BIMECTIN PLUS INJECTION
250ML £55

500ML £70

MEAT WITHHOLD (CATTLE): 66 DAYS
CANNOT BE USED IN CATTLE PRODUCING MILK
FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION
DO NOT USE IN NON-LACTATING DAIRY CATTLE OR
PREGNANT HEIFERS WITHIN 60 DAYS OF CALVING

FLUKIVER 5%

2.5LT £86 5LT£110

MEAT AND OFFAL WITHHOLD: 42 DAYS. MILK WITHHOLD: DO
v NOT ADMINISTER TO EWES PRODUCING MILK FOR HUMAN
: CONSUMPTION, INCLUDING IN THE DRY PERIOD.
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in cold weather). Always ensure milk
is still warm at the point of feeding,
and that concentrate, or creep feed, is

offered ad lib.

As well as providing additional energy,
as the temperature drops it is a good
time to focus some attention on the
calf shed. Deep straw bedding with
good drainage will mitigate the impact
of colder weather. Good ventilation is
essential to reduce airborne pathogen
challenge at the calf level, but draughts

Autumn Dispensary Products”

ENOVEX 2.5LT POUR ON

£39

MEAT WITHHOLD: 28 DAYS
DO NOT USE IN ANIMALS PRODUCING MILK FOR
HUMAN CONSUMPTION OR WITHIN THE LAST 60
DAYS OF PREGNANCY

will increase air speed and lower the
ambient temperature further. Having
a couple of thermometers at different
points in the shed is a good idea. Your vet
can also help you perform a ventilation
assessment and highlight any areas that
might need adapting.

Calf jackets are another great option
in younger calves if the temperature is
predicted to fall below the LCT overnight.
So long as the calf and the jacket are
dry, it will preserve and insulate body
heat (any moisture and it will become
trapped). It's essential these jackets are
kept clean, if not they can contribute
to the spread of scour pathogens
(particularly Cryptosporidium).

Anna Hardcastle
Veterinary Surgeon

EPRIZERO POUR ON
1LT £75

2.5L £145 5L £220

MEAT WITHHOLD: 10 DAYS
MILK WITHHOLD: 0 DAYS

FASINEX 240 24%
0.8L £87
2.2LT£180 5LT £340

FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION MAY ONLY
BE TAKEN FROM 50 DAYS AFTER THE LAST

TREATMENT (SEE DATASHEET)

*QOther products are available so please
don’t hesitate to discuss your requirements
with our Dispensary Team.

Prices correct at time of print. Offers end

30.11.25. All prices ex VAT.
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**Medicines Updates™

Spirovac Vaccine

Following a
manufacturing supply
issue during the summer
we now have Spirovac
(Bovine Leptospirosis
vaccine) back in stock.
This is available in 25
dose and 5 dose bottles.

Practical
Lambing

(£) £114ex VAT

2"December @ Lympstone
12 December @ Rampisham

Safe Use of
J Veterinary
Medicines (General)
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(£) £87 ex VAT
239January Q Rampisham

Please consult your Vet to discuss specific
queries. For further information please call
our Dispensary Team.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK PLEASE VISIT:
www.SynergyFarmHealth.com or call 01935 83682



CattleLameness
ACADEMY €)

It was great to see so many of you for
the recent Cattle Lameness Academy
meetings held at Yeovil and Dorchester
Rugby clubs. The theme of the
meetings was a farmer approach to
tackling lameness, and was inspired by
the launch of the Lameness Manifesto,
an industry initiative to help farmers
improve cow mobility. The key aim of
the manifesto is to help farmers reduce
their lameness by 10% year-on-year,
regardless of their starting point, with
a 20-year goal that over 95% of herds
will have a lameness prevalence below
5% (e.g. >95% herd mobility score O or
1 at any time).

The meetings focused on four areas
that most herds are already doing in
some form or another, with the hope
of sharing tips and tricks and checking

whether we could be doing things
better. The four areas discussed were
foot-bathing, foot-trimming, making
the most of mobility scoring and the
importance of detecting lame cows
early and treating them promptly.

Lameness meetings by Synergy's Cattle
Lameness Academy a great success!

There was some ‘homework’ for those
in the room to go home and check their
footbath and trimming protocols (I've
put together a ‘calculator’ tool to make
it simple), but the overarching message
was talk to and work with your foot-
trimmer and vet to see what you could
or should be doing to improve the
mobility of your cows.

Josh Swain
Veterinary Surgeon
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Massive congratulations
to North vet Tom Angel
% on completing his three
years of study and
successfully passing
his European Diploma
" exams this summer!
Tom is now one of the few vets in the country to
hold this prestigious qualification, and joins our elite
group of RCVS recognised specialists (other Synergy
Cattle specialists are Jon Reader, Alastair Hayton and
Keith Cutler, our Small Ruminant specialist is Emily
Gascoigne).

Congratulations Tom! )\% I
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@ LAMB SURVIVAL MEETINGS - ALLST.

Team Sheep is very pleased to invite you to our annual Lamb Survival Meeting series, where we will discuss
the results from our 11" lamb loss survey and give flocks the chance to benchmark their performance
against other commercial flocks within the practice. We will also be thinking about rearing orphan lambs,
and with lamb prices remaining strong across the sector, how to make the best out of this investment.

THERE ARE AVARIETY OF VENUES TO CHOOSE FROM:

RT 6.30PM

MON 24™NOVEMBER

KINDLY

SPONBSSRED i :“ KRIKk,

Dewflock Farm, Dorchester

_____________________________________________________________________________________ b e e e e e
v

KINDLY

SPONSORED @ MSD
BY

Animal Health

TUES 16'™"DECEMBER
The Ley Arms, Kenn

..........................................................................................................................................................................

SPONSORED WED 19™ NOVEMBER .
> The Wheatsheaf, Lower Woodford |
TUES 2'\° DECEMBER
> The Sidmouth Arms, Upottery
TUES 16™ DECEMBER

The Limekiln, Langport

PLACES ARE LIMITED, RSVP ESSENTIAL -

PLEASE VISIT:

www.SynergyFarmHealth.com



News From Our Rounds

NORTH - TOM WARBOYS

Autumn has arrived suddenly and provided some &
extra silage. Tough grazing conditions over the |5

summer have left some beef herds leaner than E=
usual. Many clients report that cows will calve more easily after
drier, leaner summers. This could be a sign that those animals
were over conditioned in other years!

That said, it is important to remember that successfully cleaning
up post-calving, lactating, returning to cyclicity and conceiving
again all require decent body condition and nutrition. It is
important to avoid the temptat‘lon to feed up over winter, to
get cows in better condition '
for the spring. In the final
three months of pregnancy,
animals partition a lot
of their energy intake to
the calf, and well-meant
supplementary feeding may |
result in cows staylng in |

some very Iarge calves!

WEST - JENNY CLAYTON

It has been a month of variety. We have seen acorn |
poisoning, grain overload, red water, grass staggers &

and an earlier than usual onset of pneumonia. E. coli

was identified on a dairy farm in very young calves which meant
calving pens needed cleaning more- regularly. On another,
Salmonella was found as a cause of scour in calves with the
farmer noticing that they had seen a few abortions in the hot
summer months.

On several suckler units we have had disappointing PD results
and this has led to more bull fertility checks. One bull failed
so badly - it was the worst sperm morphology | have seen in
17 years! More bull fertility checks will. be done in the coming
weeks, but it is always better to check the bull before they are
relied on.

LYMPSTONE - ROSE YOUNG AND SYLVAINE LACROSSE

Rose and Sylvaine are both moving on from the Lympstone team this winter, and would like to say
goodbye and thank you for the happy years working with clients and colleagues in the area.

CENTRAL - ELLEN TAYLOR

Dorset County Show was a great opportunity
to thank Andrew Davies for his many years with
the practice and celebrate his retirement with &
lots of familiar faces. Thank you to everyone that visited
our stand - congratulations to everyone who entered the
livestock classes with lots of success across the region!

Many clients have been busy using Animal Health and
Welfare Pathway funding over the summer. Examples of
visits include calf feeding discussions for dairies, lameness
management discussions/
farm walks, wormer
resistance testing and
planning for sheep flocks,
plus trace element testing.
Please get in touch if you
have any questions about
how to apply and how to
utilise this funding!

EAST - LOUISE SILK

By the time this newsletter is printed our east 1
team will be well into beef PD season. It will be
interesting to see how the cows have performed.
The hot dry summer has left its mark on cow condition and
the general feeling is that will have had some effect on
fertility. Autumn rain has resulted in a definite spurt of grass
growth over the last month or so but the ground in this
region is still very dry.

Ram MOTs have been done and, like with the cows, ewe
condition is variable. It was nice to see show success for our
clients at Wilton Sheep Fair recently! The number of cases
of Bluetongue has increased steadily in September and
October but thankfully many clients have vaccinated their
animals and we have seen little of it clinically.

Sylvaine adds "September 15t marked my 10 years at Lympstone and what an incredible journey it's been.

It has been a fab chapter in my life and it's been very emotional saying goodbye. | just wanted to say a massive thank you to the
Lympstone team and farmers who welcomed me as an excitable new graduate! And in that time, I'll treasure the friendships
that have been made and the many great (and hilarious!) memories I've had on farms and at the practice.”

Elsewhere in the region, a mast year for many tree species has resulted in a huge acorn crop with several cases of acorn
poisoning this month, and one particularly severe case in a large suckler herd utilizing moorland grazing. Watch out for cattle
looking off colour in high risk pastures. Rapid and thorough veterinary intervention is needed to try to save affected animals.
All affected calves had been in a smaller group given limited access to creep feed, which we suspect may have played a partin
their enthusiastic acorn consumption.
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