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Year award!

Synergy's winning streak continues...

The Synergy team are This follows on from last month's Cream ‘Awards where we
extremely proud to share that were crowned 'Dairy Vet Practice of the Year'! This was a
our vet Pete O'Malley was fantastic achievement for every single member of our team,
crowned the 2025 Farmers whose commitment, enthusiasm and expertise received

Weekly Livestock Adviser of national recognition!
the Year at last week's awards
ceremony in London! What a
well deserved achievement!

deserved!

We were delighted that our Cow Recovery™ system for
downer cows, developed in conjunction with Dorset dairy
farmer and client James Yeatman, won the award for 'Dairy
Congratulations to our client Chris Berry on winning Innovation'.
the Grassland Manager of the Year category, and to

| Plus congratulations to our client Dillington Farms, whose
Matt Hancocks on winning the Young Farmer of the

success in the 'Dairy Sustainability' category was richly
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We urge all our clients to remain vigilant -

Bluetongue has been diagnosed by our vets in recent days

These photos are from a suckler cow in South Somerset - showing typical signs of a crusty nose, mouth ulcers, drooling,
and sore/painful teats. Other cases have been less obvious -

Cardiff #Bristol e ]

lethargy and a high fever is common.

As you can see from the APHA map, there has been a significant increase in confirmed cases from all over the south west.
Should you notice anything of concern in your livestock please contact us at the earliest opportunity - there is a legal
obligation to report such cases. We consider it really important to support APHA by helping track the spread of Bluetongue,

as well as building our knowledge of the disease. At the current time, confirmation of Bluetongue infection will not place
your holding under APHA restrictions.
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MANAGING THE FAR OFF DRY COW

The dry period sets the cow up for a
successful lactation. The last 3 weeks of
the dry period, known as the transition
period, is a well discussed topic on
most dairy farms. During this time cows
receive a balanced transition diet to
prepare the rumen for the upcoming
lactation ration. 85-100cm of feed
space per cow should be available to
allow space for cows to get good access
to feed. Housing is made comfortable
with a clean, dry cubicle or bedded
lying area of 1.25m?/1000 litres of milk
produced per year. This will reduce the
risk of cows contracting environmental
mastitis.

The far off dry cows are often managed
in a more relaxed way while enjoying
their break from milking. Most of us
love some extra good food and gain a
few pounds while on holiday, but far
off dry cows are best kept away from
such luxuries - weight gain should be
avoided!

At drying off, a cow’s body condition
score should be 2.5 to 3 and this should
stay stable until calving. A far off dry
ration only needs to provide 80-90 MJ
ME per day for a Holstein type cow (or
1.2 times maintenance). Overfeeding
energy at this stage will exacerbate
insulin resistance caused by positive
energy balance in late lactation. These
cows will then be slow post calving with
diminished appetite and they will be at

an increased risk of metabolic disorders
such as ketosis, fatty liver and LDAs.

Far off dry cows need a high fibre,
low energy ration made up of stemmy
forages, straw, hay or late cut silage
with low starch and sugar contents. This
will ensure adequate rumen fill without
giving too much energy. They are often
put out to grass, due to lack of shed
space or to give them a chance to enjoy
the outdoors. However, grass with a ME
over 10MJ/kg will be too high in energy.
Lush regrowth after late summer rainfall,
as we saw this year, is not appropriate.
Such grazing should be restricted with
extra forage of low nutritional quality
fed in a ring feeder. It's important to
regularly check rumen fill in this group.

e

Dry cows are most likely to pick
mastitis pathogens during the first two
weeks and last two weeks of the dry
period. Housed far off dry cows should
be kept clean and bedded down just
as well as the transition group. When
outdoors, plenty of shade should be
available to avoid cows congregating

for example under a single tree. The
two weeks on, four weeks off rule for
grazing paddocks applies

to reduce dry cow new r "[

infection rates.

Charlotte Debbaut
Veterinary Surgeon

Farewell retirement
celebrations for Andrew
Davies at the Dorset
County Show

"Thanks to everybody for my final
retirement send off at Dorset County
Show. It was great to see so many old
friends and relive so many memories
and tales down the years. It meant so
much to share an emotional farewell
with all of you and also my family.
Granddaughter Erin quite liked the
plastic cow as well as the real ones!
Thank you to Synergy for the fabulous
cake and the fizz!! The weather was also
onside to make it a fantastic afternoon.
Diolch yn fawr!!" ANDREW DAVIES
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MEAT WITHHOLD (CATTLE): 66 DAYS

Autumn Products”

ENOVEX 2.5L.T POUR ON

£39

MEAT WITHHOLD: 28 DAYS
DO NOT USE IN ANIMALS PRODUCING MILK FOR
HUMAN CONSUMPTION OR WITHIN THE LAST 60
DAYS OF PREGNANCY ok

BIMECTIN PLUS INJECTION
250ML £55

CANNOT BE USED IN CATTLE PRODUCING MILK
FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION

PREGNANT HEIFERS WITHIN 60 DAYS OF CALVING

STARTECT DRENCH

1LT £130 5LT £505

WITHHOLD MEAT: 14 DAYS
WITHHOLD MILK: DO NOT
USE IN LACTATING EWES
PRODUCING MILK FOR HUMAN
CONSUMPTION

FLUKIVER 5%

2.5LT£86 5LT£110

o MEAT AND OFFAL WITHHOLD: 42 DAYS. MILK WITHHOLD: DO
NOT ADMINISTER TO EWES PRODUCING MILK FOR HUMAN
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Prices

EPRIZERO POUR ON
1LT £75

2.5L£145 5L£220

MEAT WITHHOLD: 10 DAYS
MILK WITHHOLD: 0 DAYS

- ZOLVIX 2.5% DRENCH
500ML £70 e 500ML £120
( ( 2 1LT £184 2.5LT £460
o MEAT WITHHOLD: 7 DAYS
* S5 T CANNOT BE USED IN ANIMALS PRODUCING

MILK FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION

FASINEX 240 24%
0.8L £87

2.2LT£180 5LT £340

MEAT AND OFFAL WITHHOLD: 52 DAYS. MILK
FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION MAY ONLY
BE TAKEN FROM 50 DAYS AFTER THE LAST
TREATMENT (SEE DATASHEET)

*Other products are available so please don’t
hesitate to discuss your requirements with our

Dispensary Team.
correct at time of print. Offers end
30.11.25. All prices ex VAT.
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UDDER HEALTH TOPICS

How do you approach udder health
management in your herd? Every day,
dairy farmers implement measures
to manage udder health from CMT
sampling to scraping yards, but is this
effort focused in the right areas? Our
vet team can offer considerable insights
into the pinch points in your system, and
where to focus effort and investment.
Often there are small wins that cost
little!

We can use your herd's data to analyse
the mastitis infection pattern - when
cows become infected for the first
time (first SCC above 200,000 or first
mastitis case), alongside appraisal of
the environment and cow management.
This allows specific tailored advice to
be given to reduce new infections and
sustain long term improvements.

What are acceptable udder health
parameters for your farm? NMR run

» _

a study of 500 herds, which provides
benchmarking related to UK dairy herds.
This study provides the targets in the
herd health monitors we produce. The
latest report shows the average SCC
in the top 25% of herds is under 134,
while in the worst 25% of herds it is
over 212. Where does your herd sit in

this range? For mastitis cases (these are
likely underreported through NMR) the
top 25% of herds report 15 cases per
100 cows per year, and the worst 25%
over 33 cases per 100 cows per year.
Remember for ease of analysis, you
should record all cases electronically
or give them to the milk recorder each
month.

We continue to offer milking visits, to
assess how the parlour is working in
conjunction with the animals and people
involved. There are often opportunities
to improve udder health and milking
efficiency. Which other piece of farm
equipment touches every cow 2 or 3
times per day? Please ask your vet if you
are interested in this service and how we
can help you!

Tom Cook
Veterinary Surgeon

UPCOMING TRAINING COURSES

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
www.SynergyFarmHealth.com or call 01935 83682

Safe Use of Veterinary
Medicines (Sheep)

CERTIFIED

STANDARDS

Two Days - Foot Trimming

(£) £392 ex VAT 20%-215 October
Q@ On Farm & Crewkerne

Lantra First Aid For Feet
- Foot Trimming
(£) £263 ex VAT 20™ October

f2Y>  Our Dairy Client Events TO BOOK PLEASE VISIT: WWW.SYNERGYFARMHEALTH.COM

GETTING THE MOST FROM YOUR FOOT
TRIMMING VISITS

A farmer approach to reducing lameness

Join us for an informal evening of discussions on reducing lameness on farm, led by the vets and vet techs
from Synergy’s Cattle Lameness Academy

MilkSure Part One

(£) £49 ex VAT
16" October @ On farm, near Lympstone
6t November @ Rampisham

Q Crewkerne

CattleLameness
ACADEMY €)

THURS 23RP OCT, 6.45PM WED 29™ OCT, 6.45PM
Yeovil Rugby Football Club, Church Lane, Dorchester Rugby Football Club, Coburg Road,
Yeovil BA22 9TR Dorchester DT1 2HX

KINDLY

SPONBS;)RED zge tis

For full details of all our Vet Tech
Services please visit:
WWW.SYNERGYFARMHEALTH.COM/
VET-TECH-SERVICES

SPONBSYORED ‘ {1 KRKR

Dld YOU Our Vet Tech team can support farms with the more labour

know... intensive or specialist livestock handling procedures on farm




News From Our Rounds

NORTH - CHARLOTTE MOULAND -"'r"‘*-'-[

It has been a busy September on the sheep side
of the practice for annual disease screening,
vasectomies and reporting worm egg counts galore.
Cull ewes are a useful cohort of sheep to monitor the presence
of performance-limiting diseases such as MV and Johnes in the
flock. These diseases can cause premature wasting and general
poor performance so if these diseases are present in your flock,
the culls are the most likely place we will find them.

Vasectomised rams (or teasers) are
used to gear up the ewes before
the stock rams are introduced and
can help to tighten your lambing
period, particularly in ewe lambs or
out-of-season lambing. Teasers can
be run at a ratio of 1 to 100 ewes
and need six weeks recovery after
surgery before being put to work.
We tend to recommend performing
vasectomies on rams that are 1-2 years of age and otherwise
fit and well.

WEST - NICKY OGDEN

| have been having lots of on-farm discussions
about post-weaning ewe condition and worms in
lambs. The dry summer put obvious pressure on the
grazing platforms for most flocks, but the race between worm
populations and grass growth, when the rain finally started
to come, has been difficult to predict. In many cases we are
starting to see worms about, but | would really encourage you
to faecal egg count before reaching for the worming gun as
scour may also be associated with improved pasture quality
rather than worms themselves.

When worming, it is really important to check how well these
wormers are working. If you haven't done any anthelmintic
testing on farm within the last two years | would encourage you
to discuss this with your vet. Time and time-again we are told
that farmers using ineffective wormers is one of the biggest
annual losses in the sheep industry < please make suire-its-not
happening on your farm.

LYMPSTONE - KATIE SCOTTER

Our prayers were finally answered and some much needed rain finally fell over §
the last couple of weeks. A relief to many of our clients who have been farming |
deserts and buffer feeding all summer. With the onslaught of rain we have had
some unusual diseases crop up. Dermatophilosis, also known as “Rain scald” or “Lumpy
wool” is a bacterial skin infection | have seen in sheep and cattle. It has typical paintbrush
hair plucks and scabs which grow out with the fleece/hair once healed. The lesions can
be quite extensive, but quickly resolve with a course of antibiotics.

We have also seen some listeriosis cases, presumably from soil ingestion from fresh

CENTRAL - JOSH SWAIN

Congratulations to Annabel Cobb and the rest
of the Holstein Young Breeders, representing
GB in Belgium, with a fantastic top 10 finish for
Annabel!
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I~ ; “I've recently visited family in
New Mexico. Cattle ranching
is the main industry there,
although the indigenous Navajo
rear sheep, producing wool rugs
and garments dyed with plants
from the surroundlng desert.

the plains. Halloween is a big deal, with some
interesting decorations available to purchase
in the local Tractor Supply Co. (the equivalent
of Mole Valley). Sadly there wasn't room in my
suitcase for this chicken!!

EAST - SIONED OWEN

Since joining the East Team in August, it's been §
great meeting many of you and I'm looking
forward to working with more of you over the
months ahead! With autumn calving in full swing, we've
certainly been kept busy.

Lately, I've dealt with a number of problematic eye cases in
cattle, including New Forest Eye. Some chronic cases have
required removal of the damaged eyes. The longer fly season
this year has been a reminder of the importance of keeping
fly treatments up to date as the warmer weather persists
into autumn.

On the sheep front, I've been busy performing ram MOTs
and vasectomies. At home I've been preparing my own flock
forthe autumn sales. In early September, | blood tested some
of my late born hill lambs and found low cobalt levels, so |
decided to bolus, hopefully giving them all a boost heading
into winter.

grass or silage and several suspect staggers cases. Bluetongue has reached our corner of Devon with several cases in sheep
confirmed locally. So far we haven't seen any detrimental effects on fertility in our spring calving dairy and suckler herds. There
have been some fantastic scanning results in some herds.
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