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WHAT’S IN YOUR MINERAL BAG?
Everybody is aware that excellent 
nutrition is the cornerstone of dairy 
production. A cow which produces a 
healthy calf, with good milk yield and 
fertility is the aim for all. Whilst farm 
performance is invariably a multifactorial 
issue, with energy and protein provision 
arguably the most influential factor 
from a nutritional prospective, mineral 
provision can have large effects on 
performance and profitability. 
Mineral nutrition is a question of too 
much or too little. Too little and animal 
health is compromised, often in subtle 
ways such as disappointing conception 
rates, reduced oestrus activity, too 
many retained foetal membranes and 
suboptimal energy metabolism to name 
a few (all multifactorial conditions). Too 
much is not only wasteful but may cause 

excessive environmental pollution 
(particularly in the case of Phosphorus) 
and in the case of some trace elements, 
can cause toxicity (classically Copper). 
In addition, excessive mineral provision 
increases the cost of the mineral fed!
A good starting point is to look at 
mineral inputs. This includes analysis 
of forages, which vary in mineral 
content, depending on crop and soil 
type, fertiliser application and farming 
practices. Current mineral supplements 
are also considered. A farm specific 
mineral pack can then be formulated, 
providing the correct amount of macro 
and trace minerals (and vitamins for 
non-organic herds). Consideration 
is given to absolute levels but also 
interactions with other minerals which 
may act as antagonists. This “custom” 

mineral should not 
be confused with 
“chelated” minerals 
(another topic) and 
in many cases can 
work out cheaper, 
for example, reducing the Phosphorus 
content of a mineral by 1% point 
typically reduces the cost of the mineral 
by £50/tonne. 
Other lab based testing we can help 
with includes blood samples and/or 
liver biopsies, which provide useful 
information regarding short and long 
term trace mineral status. 
Speak to your regular vet if you would 
like any more information on 
auditing your mineral inputs.  

Sam Cottam
Veterinary Surgeon

Welcome to our September bumper edition!  It has been a busy summer. Our move 
up the hill to our new premises on Rampisham Down was very smooth, with the 
arrival of our laboratory a few weeks ago the final phase.  The Synergy management 
team worked hard to ensure that there was no disruption to our veterinary service 
provision. Our 13 year tenancy at Evershot is now over and a new chapter in Synergy’s 
story has begun.  We look forward to showing you around - we have already run 
two successful farmer training courses as well an event to celebrate 10 years of our 
smallholder scheme. There is lots more to come – watch this space! Our summer show 
season has certainly been busy, with all shows blessed with large crowds and good 
weather. It has been great to finally get back to normal and see so many clients and 
their families off farm. The extreme weather needs no introduction and elsewhere 
in this issue my colleagues report on the problems we have already encountered, 
and what else might be in the pipeline. The maize harvest wont be far away – let’s 
hope this goes without hitch as forage stocks are clearly going to be an issue for 
many units. This, combined with all the political and economic turmoil at 
home and abroad, could make for an interesting winter and spring ahead.     
Here’s to a kind autumn with rain at the right time,  
Happy reading! Ed Powell-Jackson 

Veterinary Surgeon
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BEWARE PLANT POISONINGS
The prolonged dry, hot weather has 
already seen a spate of poisonings as 
animals scavenge plants they wouldn’t 
normally eat.  Look out for the more 
common troublesome plants in your 
pasture and hedgerows and the clinical 
signs that go with them, though it should 
be stated many present as “sudden 
death” following very short duration of 
the clinical signs.

Hemlock Water Dropwort

Common in ditches and water courses, 
this plant is particularly toxic.  Leaves and 
stalks (which look remarkably like celery) 
are commonly eaten by cattle when 
grass is short, and have been identified 
at post mortem on several occasions this 
summer as the cause of sudden death 
outbreaks.  The roots are very poisonous 
also (and look remarkably like a human 
hand – hence the name “Dead Man’s 
Fingers”).  These may be exposed with 
dropping water levels, or following ditch 
clearance work, and cattle seem to like 
to eat them.  Beware!  

Ragwort
Usually the live plant 
is quite bitter in taste 
and thus is rarely 
eaten. The most 
common presentation 
seen is chronic liver 
damage (weight 
loss, fluid swellings 
under the jaw and 
anaemia/ jaundice) 
following mid to long 

term ingestion of the dried plant within 
silage or hay (which concentrates the 
poisonous alkaloid found within it). 
However, when pasture is sparse, the 
plant can be eaten and usually presents 
as Photosensitisation.  The non-
pigmented, non-hairy areas of skin, such 
as the nasal plane, teats and vulva are 
reddened, inflamed and hypersensitive.  
The white hairy areas of the body are 
typically raised and more sensitive to 
the touch than the black haired areas – 
these white and non-hairy areas usually 
progress to blistering and cracking with 
loss of plaques of skin ultimately.
If seen, bring the animals out of direct 
sunlight immediately and give anti-
inflammatory drugs and apply skin 
emollients.

Acorns
Like many trees 
affected by the 
drought and heat, 
seeds and leaves are 
being shed much 
earlier than usual 
and so acorns are 

already on the ground and more likely to 
be eaten as animals “browse”.
Clinical signs are typically lethargy, 
abdominal pain with either diarrhoea or 
constipation and often the passage of 
blood and mucus, and loss of weight and 
appetite. If eaten in high quantities, then 
death can occur.
Diagnosis is by kidney function tests 
and treatment is supportive via fluids, 
antibiotics and NSAIDS.

Bracken
Greater consumption 
than normal of bracken 
in the more marginal 
pastures is predicted.
Whilst the acute 
form presents as 
lethargy, high fever, 

diarrhoea with changed blood in it and 
haemorrhages from the nose, mouth and 
anus/vagina; the signs of poisoning are 
often more insidious and often several 
months after ingestion. Typically it 
presents as loss of weight and blood in 
the urine.  Long term ingestion tends to 
cause cancerous growths, often in the 
bladder, though they can be found in 
other sites in the abdominal cavity.
There is no specific treatment so try 
and prevent consumption by fencing off 
heavily brackened areas of pasture.

St John’s Wort

This can cause Photosensitisation 
(described above) at any time of the 
grazing season but although unlikely to 
be seen in dry/scorched pasture, will 
grow quite profusely on such pastures 
when re-invigorated by rains when they 
eventually come (it did in well 1976!!). 

The above are the more common plant 
poisonings seen in grazed animals.  If you 
see any plant you don’t recognize and 
wish to check whether it is poisonous or 
not then a good website to visit is www.
poison.org/articles/plant
Or contact one of us/ send us a photo 
of it.

Keep vigilant! 

Mike Kerby 
Veterinary Surgeon

Welcome to David Deane, our new Intern

Introducing our new intern David Deane, who joined us in July. 

“Hi, I’m David, the new intern at Synergy Farm Health. I joined the Synergy team, 
having graduated from University College Dublin in June. I come from a place 
called Belmullet, in County Mayo on the West Coast of Ireland. I grew up on the 
family farm where we keep sheep and grow potatoes and vegetables.  
I look forward to meeting many of you on my travels in the next few months!”
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RECOVERY OF THE DOWNER COW – IS IT ALL ABOUT TLC?

VET TECH THOUGHTS

With the heat waves we’ve experienced 
this summer, we’ve seen more metabolic 
problems due to difficulties in feed 
management and maintaining intakes in 
transition cows. This can present itself in 
different ways: ketosis, difficult calvings, 
or classic ‘down cows’. 

What is a downer cow?
Cows can be recumbent, or ‘down’, for 
many reasons. These causes include:
• Metabolic causes such as milk fever 

and grass staggers
• Musculoskeletal causes  such as 

fractures, dislocations and nerve 
damage after a difficult calving, or 
bulling injury

• Illness such as toxic mastitis
• Other causes such as blood loss or 

bloat

It is important to determine the cause 
for the recumbency to aid recovery. 
Treatment isn’t always straight forward. 
You may have come across a case where, 
despite prompt treatment the cow 
remains down.  

Compartment syndrome – what is it?
Once we have established the primary 
cause and treated accordingly, the cow 
may still not stand despite wanting to 
get up. There may be secondary muscle 
and nerve damage – also known as 
compartment syndrome. This keeps 
them down, and after 24 hours, classifies 
them as ‘downer cows’. 

Working out an accurate prognosis
Bloods may be taken to help establish the 
primary cause, by looking for example at 
calcium or magnesium levels, but they 
can also be used to assess the cow’s 
ability to recover, or prognosis. 
We can check the blood levels of 
chemicals which are released with 
muscle injury – one is called creatine 
phosphokinase (CK).  The amount of 
CK found in the blood has a direct link 
to the cow’s chances of recovery. If the 
CK measured is above a critical value, 
the chance of recovery becomes very 

poor indeed, and calling the knackerman 
might be recommended.

What can we do to manage their 
recovery?
Though we typically know ‘TLC’ as tender 
love and care, it is also an acronym for 
Turning, Lifting, and Comfort, all of 
which are essential in downer cow care! 
Turning the cow from one side to the 
other several times a day evens out the 
time muscles are under pressure. Lifting 
multiple times a day is necessary to aid 
blood flow into the limbs and to utilise 
her leg muscles. Cow comfort can be 
split into the following points:
• Provide good, clean and accessible 

food and water 
• Soft, comfortable bedding such as 

deep straw or out on pasture
• Milk the udder for comfort and to 

prevent mastitis
• Provide pain relief
If a cow is down for several days without 
improvement, despite good TLC, 
creatine phosphokinase (CK) is valuable 
for helping decide whether or not to 
continue persevering with her. 

I am old enough to remember the Summer 
of 1976, back then my heat related 
problems were all beach related; sand in 
my jam sandwiches and the incoming tide 
taking the rockpools away!  Fast forward 
45 years and having to trim feet in this 
heat brings very different problems.
Cows that are grazed now have horn as 
hard as granite that blunts knives in a 
few strokes.  It will be interesting to see if 
the recent extreme temperatures cause a 
spike in claw lesions in the coming weeks 
and months, linked to heat stress that may 
have compromised horn growth.   
The Vet Tech team has recently switched 
to a new blue glue to stick our blocks on.  
This new product sets even quicker than 
Moo Glue, which was very rapid!  I resorted 
to keeping the cartridge in a bucket of cold 
water which extended the setting time 
from 3 seconds to 5 seconds, just long 
enough to position the block correctly.  If 
you are using this new glue, I recommend 
ordering a new green applicator gun from 

dispensary as they are much quicker at 
pumping glue through the tips.
Rock hard feet and glue setting too quickly 
are merely an inconvenience, compared 
to the severe problems our clients are 
facing.  I hope by the time you read this 
the weather will have broken and the rain 
has arrived.  
I was very grateful to have a colleague 
to share the shearing with this summer.  
Some of you will have met Sam Edwards 
who joined the Vet Tech team recently.  
Sam has been a contract shearer in 
Cornwall, so is more proficient and quicker 
than me.  Having only previously sheared 
alone I really enjoyed shearing next to 
another.  We are hoping next near, as well 
as smallholders, we may be able to help 
slightly larger flocks.  We entered a charity 
shearing competition in August, as I write, 
before it happens, it will be the first (and 
last) for me. The wooden spoon 
is mine!

Medicines Update

Please consult your Vet 
to discuss specific queries.  

For further information please call 
our Dispensary Team on 01935 83682.

Clara Valderrama 
Intern Veterinary Surgeon

Matt Board 
Vet Tech

Calcibel replaces Calciject No.5 
due to supply issues
There is a continued manufacturing 
problem with Calciject No.5, 
Calcibel is to be used as an 
alternative product. 
(Calcibel flutter valves can be 
supplied free of charge upon 
request)
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TeamSheep has had a busy quarter! Having missed our farmer 
meetings during COVID we have come back with a bounce! 
Over 100 attendees at our farm walk with Tim White and we 
had a packed stand at NSA Malvern - it has been fantastic to 
see so many of you from across all regions of the practice. We 
are particularly excited about the events coming up between 
now and Christmas. Our large flock discussion group meeting 
is very different this year ‘Out of Season Breeding (3 times in 
2 years)’ with Martin Yeates at Swyre.  As a unique system we 
look forward to a broad agenda for this talk. A slightly indulgent 
one for the Poll Dorset aficionados within TeamSheep!  If you 
are curious about the system, do let reception know to book 
you a space (see page 14). 
We are equally excited to announce the training dates for our 
EID fortnight (see below). This industry first will bring together 

experts in the technology you have on farm and small training 
groups to help you get to know and use your equipment more 
on farm. We are expecting high demand so do get in touch as 
soon as you can to register your interest.
I’d also like to draw your attention to our joint Forage 
Competition with TeamBeef. We all appreciate the importance 
of good forage - for ewe health and lamb growth but also 
for cost control by reducing dependency on concentrates 
(pertinent now more than ever). See page 9 for information on 
the classes, how to enter and what Sam Cottam (our judge!) is 
looking out for. 
Wishing you all the best for tupping!

Emily Gascoigne
Veterinary Surgeon

For those of you who attended the lamb survival meetings 
in December, you will recall we covered EID and its use on 
sheep farms. There was a quiz held at each event with the 
following key findings:
• 58% of flocks had an EID on farm
• 28% of those flocks did not know how to download 

data such as weigh data from their reader
• 44% weren’t sure how to send data (if they could 

access it) to their vet or consultant
• Just 29% had ever been given a demo on how to use 

the equipment
• 72% wanted to know more about their equipment but 

for many knowing where to find that input wasn’t clear
For TeamSheep data (or the lack of) is often the rate limiting 
step in many investigations, but can also be the magic tool 
which unlocks our understanding of what is happening on 
farm.  Growth rates are a nice example.  We also see lots of 
great equipment on farm on our travels, but knowing how 
to unlock the potential is key.
TeamSheep has developed a programme with external 
consultants based on the most popular weigh heads and 
software found within the practices’ sheep population. 
Days can be mixed and matched. The information has 
been emailed out and we have already have multiple 
bookings. Spaces are strictly limited to ensure maximum 
learning opportunities, so please book now to avoid 
disappointment.
In this instance, these days are designed for those 
who already have this equipment but do let us know if 
you would like more information about the capability 
of the equipment prior to purchase. Secondly, if you 
have another weigh head or software not represented 
here but would be interested in a similar programme, 
do let us know.

EID FORTNIGHT – ELECTRONIC IDENTIFICATION 

TRADE. UPGRADE. SAVE.

£50 OFF 
Your upgrade

to an SRS2 

£100 OFF 
Your upgrade

to an XRS2 

TRADE IN YOUR 
OLD SRS READER

TRADE IN YOUR 
OLD XRS READER

£200 OFF 
Your upgrade

to an XR5000

£150 OFF 
Your upgrade

to a JR5000

TRADE IN YOUR OLD:
XR3000 • ID3000 • JR3000

£50 OFF 
Your upgrade

to an S3

TRADE IN YOUR OLD:
EZIWEIGH 2 • EZIWEIGH 5

£150 OFF 
Your upgrade

to  HD5Ts load bars

TRADE IN YOUR OLD:
HD800 • 1010 LOAD BARS

Trade in digital weigh scale indicators from other brands,  
and earn £100 off a Tru-Test Alternative! 

Talk to your trader or Datamars Account Manager for more 
details and other great deals on weigh head and load bars.

To get started, scan the QR code.

Matt Blyth (Blyth Livestock Advisory Services) made us aware of a 
current trade in offer available for the below pieces of  equipment. 
Contact Matt for more information on 07768 026 380.

EID TRAINING FORTNIGHT 
27TH & 28TH SEPTEMBER AND 11TH & 12TH OCTOBER 2022

For full details please visit  
Client Events on our Website
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Despite the dry season, there has still 
been significant challenge for many 
flocks with regards to worm burden 
in lambs. For many this has been the 
dreaded Haemonchus but for many 
others the usual worms (the general 
Strongyles) have also been rearing their 
heads. As a consequence we have still 
been able to do multiple resistance work 
up panels already this season, with more 
anticipated.
Put simply, anthelmintic (or wormer) 
resistance is the ability of a parasite to 
withstand a dose of an anthelmintic 
product which is normally designed to 
kill it. This trait is then passed onto its 
offspring which increases the number of 
resistant parasites present, both within 
the sheep and on the pasture. Over time, 
this means the product used to treat the 
worm burden will no longer be effective.  
98% of sheep flocks have some level of 
resistance. The question is - do you know 
what is happening on your farm?

There are several ways we can assess 
how well a wormer is working.

A post-drench check
At least ten faecal samples should be 
collected from the group that has been 
treated. This should be done 7 days (for 
yellow group wormers) or 14 days (for 
all other groups) after treatment. Counts 
must be at least 95% reduced from the 
pre-treatment FEC. 

A faecal egg count reduction test 
(FECRT)
Ten lambs are assigned into each group 
of wormer to be investigated. Individual 

faecal samples are collected from the 
lambs pre-treatment to provide a FEC 
for each wormer group. Post-treatment, 
individual faecal samples are collected 
and a post-treatment FEC is recorded. The 
percentage reduction between the two 
group FECs (pre- and post-treatment) are 
then calculated.  We sometimes repeat 
these at different times of year to reflect 
the changing worm species present at 
different times.
We have been conducting FECRTs 
in several of our flocks, triggered by 
previously disappointing results from 
post-drench checks. Results from one of 
the flocks is included below: 

From these results we can see: 
• Widespread white wormer 

resistance, in-line with many other 
reports throughout the world 

• Widespread clear drench resistance 
(Ivermectin)

• Some activity with Moxidectin (such 
as Cydectin®) in the summer, but 
less in the autumn

• Post-drench checks will be crucial to 
ensure efficacy each time a wormer 
is used 

• 100% efficacy of the new derivative 
wormer family (Orange- Zolvix®) – a 
reminder of its importance as a mid- 
season knockout and quarantine 
treatment

For some looking at these results, these 
might be a cause for concern (how would 
I feel if my results were similar?). For many 
farms in this situation who confirm it, it is 
often a relief. The most dangerous and 
costly resistance status on farm, is where 
it isn’t understood. The flock above 
and many others who identify multiple 
drench resistance categories, can focus 
on grazing strategies, monitoring, general 
health and targeted use of wormers 

including the new classes. But knowing 
your status is key to beginning this 
discussion.
If you are interested in assessing the 
resistance status of wormers on your 
farm, please get in touch with a member 
of TeamSheep!  Remember, we can get 
our Sheep VetTech team involved in 
helping you sample lambs and submit 
samples to the lab - saving 
time and maximising sample 
success.

WORMER TESTING – WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO ME?

Anthelmintic resistance is seen 
when faecal egg counts fail to 
reduce by 95% or more 

“Knowing the resistance status of my flock is 
really important and has helped develop a plan 
for wormer use in the future. It also allows the 

lambs to maintain a good DLWG and if they 
don’t, it enables us to look at other problems 

like trace element and mineral deficiencies, as 
we know worm burdens aren’t the issue. We are 
also looking for alternatives to reduce wormer 

reliance too including forage crops in the winter. 
Using the Synergy Vet Tech service was really 

useful for collecting samples and weights. 
It also helped free up other farm staff.”

LARGE FLOCK CONSULTANCY PACKAGE MEMBER

Nicky Ogden
Veterinary Surgeon

A reminder of the value of teasers for advancing your breeding season 
and promoting ewe lamb fertility - if you have any spare entire ram 
lambs or shearlings not suitable for breeding - remember to allow 6 
weeks post surgery before they can be used. They are recommended 
for use for 14 days, before removal and the fertile ram introduced).  
Book Ram Vasectomies now to avoid running out of time.
The cost of Ram Vasectomies are as follows:-
• Pre-planned Visit Charge £25.00 plus VAT
• Ram Vasectomy 1st Animal £112.05 plus VAT
• Ram Vasectomy Subsequent Animals £99.63 plus VAT
• Price excluding medicines and disposables
*Flock Health Advisory Package Members receive an additional 10% discount. 
For details of our Flock Health Advisory Packages, please contact the Practice.

SEASONAL TOP TIPS
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The end of July marked the National 
Sheep Associations flagship show 
‘Sheep 22’. What a fantastic show we 
had. Synergy was there in force with the 
Hospitality Unit and our Mobile Plunge 
Dipping lorry. The day was spent talking 
to clients that had made the journey and 
to prospective clients from across the 
country, interested in what the Dipping 
lorry can do for their flocks. The lure  
of refreshments, freebies and Synergy 
branded cupcakes was just too much to 
resist! Being on the stand, it was very 
refreshing to listen to the positivity and 
buzz surrounding the sheep industry at 
the moment. There was a real sense of 
optimism and cautious forward thinking 
going on.  What better place to be 
than at a show dedicated to what is a 
fantastic industry, showcasing all the 
latest technology and equipment there 

is to help us become more efficient and 
make our lives easier?

The show hosted a variety of seminars 
and workshops, as well as displays and 
competitions to inform and engage 
people from across the industry. A 
seminar I thought stood out was the 
DEFRA Animal Health and Welfare 
Pathway, a scheme still in development 

and yet to be launched, to help us all 
get the most out of our flocks. The 
Sheep Health Pathway Programme 
will provide funding for Flock Health 
Plans and investigations so farmers and 
vets can work together to investigate 
health issues within their flock, and 
work towards eradicating or controlling 
these issues. The initiative is still being 
developed with a pilot scheme (of which 
we are a pilot practice - please contact 
us if you are interested in being involved 
in the programme) and cross industry 
bodies working together to make sure 
the scheme, in its released form, is as 
helpful and achievable as is hoped. A 
thriving industry is an optimistic one 
and one that we should all be 
proud to be part off. 

One of our main considerations when 
recommending  anthelmintics is 
preservation of the product for future 
use and the prevention of further 
anthelmintic resistance, as well as 
immediate effective use. This will 
be through use of monitoring worm 
burden through Faecal Egg Counts, 
appropriate dosing of the product used 
and appropriate spectrum of action of 
the anthelmintic selected. The time of 
year will also affect decision making with 
which anthelmintic is most suitable.   
Autumn is a good time to consider if a 
mid to late season knock out drench may 
be required for your flock, or you may be 
getting ready to buy in new replacements 
and are considering what to use for your 
quarantine drench. One product that 
may be of use, is a dual active wormer.
Dual active wormers are products that 
contain two classes of broad spectrum 
anthelmintic within one product. 
These are different to a combination 
product, as combination products may 
target Trematodes (fluke) and Cestodes 

(tapeworm) as well as Nematodes. 
Dual active wormers will just target 
Nematodes.
Startect, the dual 
active product 
currently on the 
market, which 
is now available 
prescribed by 
your Vet and via 
Special Import 
Certificate, was first introduced to 
the UK in 2012. The product contains 
Derquantel (5-SI group) and Abamectin 
a Macrocytic Lactone (3-ML). The 
aim of the dual active products is to 
slow the development of resistance to 
anthelmintics and to enable control of 
anthelmintic resistance on farm, in certain 
situations. As the product contains two 
compounds this combination aims to 
ensure any worms that could be resistant 
to one product such as the Abamectin, 
are susceptible to Derquantel due to 
their different mechanisms of action. 
This will then minimise the survival 

of worms with resistant genes and 
therefore aim to reduce the number of 
resistance genes passed on in the next 
generation of worms. There is evidence 
from New Zealand to suggest that with 
judicial use of dual actives, we can 
preserve anthelmintics for future use. 
Refugia, or maintenance of a susceptible 
worm population, is also an important 
concept to remember, to ensure we are 
not selecting for parasites with multiple 
resistance genes and that in fact we 
leave behind a susceptible population of 
worms for ewes and lambs to pick up. 
Due to this we would recommend being 
aware of your resistance pattern on farm 
before use of any dual active through 
use of Faecal Egg Count Reduction 
Test, FECRT. When using a dual active 
a post -drench check should be done 
at 14 days. The product is imported so 
allow one extra day for collection. Speak 
to your vet about possible 
applications for dual actives on 
your farm. 

TEAMSHEEP AT NSA MALVERN 

A REMINDER ABOUT DUAL ACTIVES 

Sam Edwards
Sheep Vet Tech

Ellen Taylor 
Veterinary Surgeon

Recommended listening

With thanks to the recommending Shepherd, 
our recommended listening whilst out checking 
sheep is the nextgen Agri podcast “Head 
Shepherd” hosted by Mark Ferguson.  Based 
in Australia, he interviews farmers, advisors, 
agronomists, lamb traders, geneticists, vets. 
They cross the water to also reflect on the NZ 
sheep industry. Themes of wool, making money 
from grass, maternal breeds, recording and 

traits amongst others - it’s what I (Emily) have 
been listening to between calls. Download for 
free from Spotify and follow them on Twitter.

Episode recommendation: Turning grass into 
money with Nigel Kerin (November 2020) - 
some interesting themes about grass budgeting 
and mobilising stock in drought conditions.
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As the days shorten and nights grow 
longer, thoughts turn to bringing animals 
back indoors for the winter period and all 
that it entails.
A common problem seen in housed 
cattle is lice. A low level infestation 
rarely causes a problem, but given the 
ideal environment, usually high density 
of animals kept in close contact, lice can 
breed rapidly.  Suddenly you can have a 
major issue, which can lead to significant 
production losses. 

The main signs that you have a lice 
issue are animals that are scratching and 
rubbing - leading to hair loss. Constant 
scratching will also cause damage to the 
surface of the skin which could lead to 
secondary bacterial infections occurring, 
or infection with ringworm.  If crusty or 
oozing lesions are seen then these should 
be investigated by one of our vets.

There are two types of lice which can 
infect your cattle. The first, and most 
common, are Chewing Lice. These lice 
feed on the hair, skin and debris on their 
host and are not particularly fussy where 
on the animal they dine. These lice can 
live for up to ten weeks on the animal, so 
it does not take long for the population 
to grow, turning what was a minor 
infestation into a major one very quickly.
The second type are Sucking Lice. These, 
as their name implies, feed on the blood 
of their host but, unlike their chewing 
relative, are a little more fussy where they 
feed, mainly being found on the head and 
neck of the animal. Where large numbers 
of Sucking Lice are present, especially 
where calves are concerned, the animal 
maybe become weak and anaemic due 
to blood loss.
To prevent/control 
a lice infestation, 
we first must 
understand the 
louse lifecycle. 
The females 
lay eggs once a 
day, attaching 
them to the animal’s hair.  With 
high infestation the eggs can make 
the animal’s coat appear matted.   

Nymphs hatch between 5- 10 days; 
these immature lice resemble the adult 
and will become fully mature within 1-2 
weeks.
Prevention is better than cure, so 
it’s best to treat cattle for lice at the 
time of housing. There are a range of 
treatments available to do this, the 
most popular being a pour on synthetic 
pyrethroid, such as Spotinor. These 
products are effective against both the 
Chewing and the Sucking species but 
are not active against the eggs, and so 
reinfection can occur if the residual 
efficacy of the treatment is less than 
two weeks. However, it’s also well worth 
remembering that lice infestations are 
less frequent when cattle are well fed and 
are kept in housing with good ventilation 
and adequate space and bedding. A lice 
infestation can often be an indicator of 
other underlying problems, which should 
be investigated and addressed by your 
vet.
For more information or advice and how 
best to keep your animals lice free this 
winter, speak to one of our highly trained 
RAMA team, they’re here to 
help.

LICE CONTROL IN CATTLE AT HOUSING

Jean Gibson
RAMA

Clinical signs of a significant louse infestation with 
hair loss on the head, neck and shoulders. (Nadis)

Cattle Winter Housing Products*

ENOVEX 2.5LT POUR ON
£37

MEAT WITHHOLD: 28 DAYS 
DO NOT USE IN ANIMALS PRODUCING MILK FOR 

HUMAN CONSUMPTION OR WITHIN THE LAST 60 DAYS 
OF PREGNANCY

FASINEX 240
0.8L £80

2.2LT £168    5LT £310
MEAT AND OFFAL WITHHOLD: 52 DAYS. MILK: 

FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION MAY ONLY BE 
TAKEN FROM 48 HOURS AFTER CALVING. 

NOT INTENDED FOR USE WITHIN 48 DAYS OF 
CALVING. SHOULD A COW CALVE EARLIER THAN 
48 DAYS AFTER THE LAST TREATMENT, MILK FOR 

HUMAN CONSUMPTION MAY ONLY BE TAKEN 
FROM 50 DAYS AFTER THE LAST TREATMENT

SPOTINOR
250ML £25   500ML £45

1LT £59  2.5LT £115
SHEEP MEAT WITHHOLD: 35 DAYS 

CATTLE MEAT WITHHOLD: 17 DAYS 
MILK WITHHOLD: 0 DAYS

BIMECTIN PLUS INJECTION 
250ML £42
500ML £60

MEAT WITHHOLD (CATTLE): 66 DAYS 
CANNOT BE USED IN CATTLE PRODUCING 

MILK FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION 
DO NOT USE IN NON-LACTATING DAIRY 

CATTLE OR PREGNANT HEIFERS WITHIN 60 
DAYS OF CALVING

EPRIZERO POUR ON
1LT £69

2.5L £138   5L £189
MEAT WITHHOLD: 10 DAYS 
MILK WITHHOLD: 0 DAYS
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REMEMBER YOUR QUARANTINE PROTOCOL
Whenever you bring new animals onto 
your farm there will always be the risk 
of adding more than just the animals 
you’ve bought into your flock. As we 
head into the main sheep sale time of 
year it’s always worth remembering now 
is as good a time as any to take extra 
care over your quarantine protocols.

 

Worm resistance is without doubt 
the greatest risk to productive sheep 
farming in the UK today. It is estimated 
98% of farms currently have resistance 
to Group 1-BZ wormers (white 
wormer), 68% have resistance to Group 
2-LM (yellow wormer) and 51% have 
resistance to Group 3 Ivermectin (clear 
wormer). It is important to note that 
it’s the active ingredient within these 
three groups that the worms have 
become resistant to, therefore there is 
nothing to be gained from switching to 
a different class of wormer! 

There are three basic steps (as set out by 
SCOPS) to ensure the risk of introducing 
resistant worms, Scab and Fluke on to 
your farm are kept to a minimum and 
they are as follows:
Treat – on arrival all animals should 
be treated with Zolvix a Group 4-AAD 
(orange wormer). It’s advised to also 
treat with a Macrocyclic Lactone such 
as Cydectin 2% or consider plunge 
dipping. Fluke risk should be assessed 
on a flock by flock basis- if unclear 
consider treating with triclabendazole 
followed by closantel 6 weeks later to 
remove resistant liver fluke.  Speak to 
your vet to consider screening at the 
point of purchase for sheep scab and 
fluke.
Yard – all new animals should be kept 
isolated on a concrete or other hard 
surface for a period of 48 hours. This 
will allow any existing worm eggs to 
pass through the animal and be cleared 
away before the animal is let out to 
pasture. Being kept in a yard or shed for 
48 hours is also a good time to observe 
the animals for symptoms of other 
diseases which may pose a threat to 
your flock.
Quarantine - turn the sheep out 
onto a dirty pasture, preferably one 
recently grazed by lambs. This allows 
any surviving resistant worms eggs to 
be diluted down by worm eggs already 
present on the farm. If possible, the 

quarantine field should be one that 
next year will not be grazed until cut for 
silage or hay, or a field earmarked to be 
ploughed up. It is advised to WFEC at 
least 10% of the new arrivals 14 days
 after quarantine dosing. After discussing 
results with your routine vet animals 
can then join your existing flock.

And so, to sum up, quarantining your new 
purchases properly is very important as 
it’s protecting your flock from further 
introduced diseases. But, without 
doubt, what is a far more important 
reason to follow quarantine protocols 
as closely as is humanly possible is to 
protect the future profitability of your 
business.
For more advice or information don’t 
hesitate to speak to one of our RAMA 
team in the dispensary. 

Rachel Light 
RAMA

CYDECTIN 2% INJECTION
200ML £74

500ML £160
MEAT WITHHOLD: 104 DAYS 

CANNOT BE USED IN ANIMALS PRODUCING 
MILK FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION

ZOLVIX 2.5% DRENCH
500ML £103

1LT £160   2.5LT £395
MEAT WITHHOLD: 7 DAYS 

CANNOT BE USED IN ANIMALS PRODUCING 
MILK FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION

Sheep Quarantine Products*

SOLANTEL DRENCH
1LT £32

2.5LT £58    5LT £87
MEAT WITHHOLD (SHEEP): 42 DAYS 

CANNOT BE USED IN ANIMALS PRODUCING 
MILK FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION

Meet The RAMA - Mikey Yard R-SQP, Dispenser

Mikey Yard joined Synergy in 2012, prior to this he worked on the farm sales counter at Mole Country 
Stores (formally Scats) for just over 10 years, where he became a qualified RAMA in 2006.  When 
not in the dispensary advising on everything from poultry and pigs, to cattle and sheep, taking meds 
orders from clients and booking the medicines out, or delivering client orders to farm, he can usually 
be found walking the bridlepaths of Dorset and beyond, camping with his family or in the kitchen 
baking cakes.

Sheep Scab Mite under the Microscope
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The view from many windows has recently best been 
described as crisp! Ewes sharply weaned, sucklers buffer 
fed, dairy cows brought in - grass growth for many has 
slowed with some herbal leys hanging on. For many, thinking 
about “winter forage” may feel a distant concept. Some 
may have it yet to make, some may be feeding it now.  
TeamSheep and TeamBeef wanted to give you advance 
notice about a competition we are hosting.
TeamSheep has been doing an increasing number of sheep 
feeding plans based on forage analysis over the last few years.  
Forage analysis has enabled rationalisation of concentrates 

bought and fed (in some instances reducing costs) and early 
identification of gaps. The same principles are applied to 
beef suckler nutrition with TeamBeef receiving an increasing 
number of requests. 

Our aims:  
• maximise ewe and cow health
• maximise lamb and calf vitality at delivery 
• optimise colostrum production and neonate thrift and 

can be done in advance of Spring

Grass silage analysis: 
£13.54 excl VAT

Hay/Haylage analysis: 
£18.66 excl VAT

Dietary minerals and iodine: 
£44.27 excl VAT

There will be four classes:
a.) Beef suckler silage
b.) Beef suckler hay/haylage
c.) Sheep silage
d.) Sheep hay/haylage

To enter: 
You can either submit pre-done analysis (for example already analysed 
through your feed merchant) or submit a sample through our lab. 
Samples need to be submitted to our lab by 28th October for analysis 
or paper copies sent to us by this date. The entry form is below and is 
available on our website.
Samples will be assessed by our in-house nutrition Vet Sam Cottam 
(for anonymous judging) and prizes will be awarded for the winning 
samples in each class.

Four Prizes up for grabs
each worth £120

Category winners will receive a 20 minute 
pre-lambing/calving visit to take metabolic 
bloods in advance of calving - to include 10 

BHBs of either cows or ewes.  
 

Additional testing can be performed in accordance with your 
vet at your cost.

We will be hosting meetings in November to 
announce the results and discuss planning ahead 
for Spring feeding of expectant mums. 
We look forward to receiving your entries.

A WORD FROM JUDGE SAM COTTAM
“Quality forages are the backbone of 
profitable rationing for any ruminant 
enterprise, and an area for improvement 
on many sheep and beef farms.
So what are we looking for? Well 
aside from the main headline values of 
Metabolizable Energy (ME) and Protein 
values, we will be considering intake 
and palatability factors including pH and 
fermentation profiles (for silages), sugars 
and fibre levels.”  

Client Forage Competition:

To promote discussions about forage quality, targeted feed usage and cost control 
Teams Sheep and Beef are running a Client Forage Competition

The rules:
1. Forage must be 2022 made
2. Forage can only be entered 

into one class which should 
reflect how you will use it

Note: All submissions will come back with comments from your routine veterinary surgeon about overall 
quality and feed value. Further work may need to be done to prepare precise diets. For comprehensive diet 
preparation, mineral analysis is also recommended, however, this will not be assessed in the competition.

Turnaround time of forage 
analysis is within 3-4 days of 
arriving with the external lab. 

Mineral analysis results typically 
available within 9 days

    BEEF AND SHEEP FORAGE COMPETITION ENTRY FORM 
Client name: ____________________________________  Routine vet: ___________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________      Postcode ________________ 

Email address: ____________________________________________   Date sampled: _______________________ 

Sample description i.e. type of silage/hay/haylage: _____________________________________ 

Month/Year cut: ____________________ 

Please tick which apply below: 

1. Attached is:           Forage for analysis   Pre-done forage analysis (on paper)   
2. Which one of the following classes within the competition is this sample for: 

Beef suckler- silage    Breeding ewe- silage 
Beef suckler- hay/haylage   Breeding ewe- hay/haylage 

T&Cs apply- please see above for more information 

For office use only: Results sent to vet (for forage analysis via Sciantec only)   Forage result submitted for competition 

Please submit samples (paper or fresh samples) FAO the Synergy Laboratory based 
at Rampisham where they will be processed and collated. Samples can be dropped 
off at any Synergy Farm Health Base, please contact Reception who can advise. 
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Offers from Dispensary* 

TRUSTI FEEDER 
SPARES AVAILABLE 

£55

AMBIC STANDARD  
DIP CUP  

£7.75

LONG ARM GLOVES 
- AI/EXAMINATION 

GLOVES, SIZE LARGE  
£7.50

CASTRATION PLIERS 
AND 100 RINGS 

£7

CASTRATION RINGS 
PACK OF 100 £2
PACK OF 500 £8

RITCHEY RED CALF TEAT 
(CROSS), MEDIUM
PACK OF 5 £6.50

CALF CHOICE TOTAL 
COLOSTRUM

700G £34

LUBRICATING GEL
500ML £2.99

LIFE AID XTRA SACHETS 
PACK OF 48 £65

IODINE 10% 
2.5L £42   5L £70  

RITCHEY MARKER SPRAYS 400ML
RED/BLUE/PURPLE/YELLOW/

ORANGE/GREEN
£4.50

TAIL TAPE
£5.50

DRYTEX PARLOUR 
LONG-SLEEVED TOPS  

SIZES S-XL £40 
SIZE XXL £50

DRYTEX OVER 
TROUSERS           

SIZES S-XL £30 
SIZE XXL £38

*Prices correct on printing 01/09/22. Offers end 31/11/22. All prices ex VAT.To order please call Dispensary on 01935 83682



BEEF NEWS

One case I’ve seen several times in 
the last month is “misalliance”, or 
unintended pregnancies. Whether 
it be caused by an escapee such as 
a neighbouring bull or a determined 
heifer (I’ve treated one that swam most 
of the Levels!), a bull left in with his 
daughters, or a known (or unknown) rig, 
misalliance is unfortunately a relatively 
common occurrence.
There are many reasons why 
preventative measures are worthwhile. 
If the pregnancies are not detected 
before full term, there is the cost of 
difficult calvings or caesareans and 
associated complications. There are 
also comebacks from markets or buyers. 
Even if pregnancies are detected in 
time, treatment costs, hassle and the 
loss of calves can be significant.

Treatment
If misalliance is discovered, there are 
two options: 
1. Allow the pregnancy to continue, 

taking into account the risk of 
calving difficulties in smaller heifers 
and infectious disease spreading 
from the calves, such as BVD or

2. Abort the pregnancy
Providing the animals are in the first 
third of pregnancy, prostaglandin 

injections are administered by the vet. 
Three very important considerations 
with this are:
1. It won’t work in pregnancies under 

7 days old
2. It is not reliable in pregnancies over 

3 months old, without additional 
steroid treatment 

3. The injection only works 90% of 
the time 

Therefore, the recommended protocol 
in this situation is to wait 5 weeks 
after the bull/rig has been removed, 
then scan the animals to be certain 
who is or isn’t pregnant and get a good 
guide of the age of any pregnancies, 
so the appropriate treatment can be 
administered. We must also re-check 
any pregnant animals given aborting 
injections to check that the pregnancy 
has been terminated. 

Prevention
Maintaining farm boundaries is the 
most important method of preventing 
misalliance caused by escapees - it is 
also important for controlling infectious 
disease spread through the contact, 
even if nothing gets in calf. 
If you have a three month calving period, 
there is a chance that early heifer calves 
have been running with the bull for 
some or all of the next service window. 
Making sure the bull comes out on time 
can reduce the risk of any calves being 
fertile and can ensure any pregnancies 
are at least early and therefore more 
easily treated.
As for rigs, Synergy Farm Health’s policy 
is not to castrate them. Because there 
is no guarantee the retained testicle 
is infertile, it is better to leave the 
descended one as an obvious marker of 
an entire animal, rather than remove it 
and forget. Regularly check young rigs 
as testicles may drop later on; however 
after 10 months this is unlikely. It can 
be easy to incorrectly apply a castration 
ring, especially if in a rush with a calf-
proud cow bearing down on you and 
a lively calf leaping around, but taking 
a bit of time and using any available 
restraint facilities will pay 
dividends later on.

MISALLIANCE
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Tom Warboys 
Veterinary Surgeon

TBAS advisors can help you reduce 
the risk or spread of TB using practical 
solutions, make your farm more 
biosecure and help eliminate TB from 
your herd.  This service is free and was 
initially set up back in 2018 by the EU 
and DEFRA, to run alongside the badger 
cull. The first funded period finished in 
2021. TBAS visits consist of two visits 
delivered on farm, with a vet who has 
been trained as a TBAS advisor.  Luckily 
Synergy have several TBAS trained vets!

These visits were so successful that 
DEFRA has authorised another round of 
fully funded visits for farmers to access, 
starting now.  This time it’s not just to 
cattle owners but to all livestock owners 
affected by TB.  The only difference 
is there are two visits 6 months 

apart, so that the recommendations 
discussed at the first visit can be 
followed up and any progress can be 
seen. It isn’t every day that you get a 
Veterinary Advisor for free and you get 
them twice in 6 months! Don’t worry, 
though, if you haven’t got around 
to acting on the recommendations - 
you are not going to be told off! The 
recommendations are not compulsory, 
and they will be discussed in detail and 
agreed on at the time of the first visit.

The only commitment is that you allow 
your advisor to come back in 6 months 
for the follow up visit, so that DEFRA 
will release the funding. If you have 
already received a TBAS visit in the past 
you can still have these visits.

Please call the office to arrange a TBAS 
visit. Dealing with TB has always felt 
like you are at the mercy of a TB test, 
but let’s change that and put the power 
into your hands and get this disease 
under control.

WHY SHOULD I HAVE A TBAS VISIT?

Jenny Clayton 
Veterinary Surgeon
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It is difficult to make any money out 
of farming, particularly beef suckler 
farming, certainly if you believe all of the 
comments I hear from farmers!  If this 
is the case, it makes it vitally important 
that you are able to make informed 
management decisions and run an 
efficient enterprise.  This is not possible 
without knowing the reproductive status 
of your cows; without knowing which of 
your cows are pregnant and which are 
not, how can you make decisions about 
which to keep and put back with the bull 
next year and which to cull? And how do 
you know what to feed them over the 
winter?
For most spring-calving herds with a 
three-month service period over the 
previous summer, late October or 
November (six to eight weeks after the 
bull has been taken out) will be peak 
time for PDing suckler cows.  It’s useful 
to collect other data at the same time, 
such as body condition scores, to guide 
management decisions. And what about 
collecting some blood samples to run a 
health or mineral profile?

Once empty cows have been identified, 
sensible decisions can be made about 
their future management.  If they are 
older cows, or have a poor breeding 
history, it might be sensible to send them 
for slaughter, if in good body condition 
and if the price is right. Do this before 
they spend the winter indoors, eating 
your expensive conserved forage 
(especially if it is in short supply!) or even 
worse, concentrates and grain. And how 
much extra will it cost in straw to bed 
up your sheds if they are full of empty 
cows!? 
If they are not in such good condition, 
perhaps they could be included in a 
fattening group and fed maize silage, 
if any is available, in order to get 
them fit for the Christmas beef trade.  
You might choose to retain younger 
empty cows (depending on why they 

have not conceived) and return them to 
the bull, either now (is this wise if you are 
aiming for spring calving?) or next year. 
It may be easier if your herd has a split 
calving pattern.
It also makes sense, especially at housing, 
to group pregnant cows according to 
body condition.  Thinner cows can then 
be fed a higher energy-density diet 
early during the housing period to allow 
the herd to be in a uniform ‘fit-not-fat’ 
condition by calving.  This will avoid 
calving difficulties (which have a knock-
on effect on future fertility), maximise 
calf survival and ensure colostral quality.
PDing suckler cows does not need to 
take long, depending on your handling 
system – we (both our vets and our vet 
techs) can do it almost as quickly as you 
can run them up the race.  This makes the 
information gained a very cost-effective 
guide to help manage your herd.  Please 
ring the practice or speak with any of our 
vets or vet techs if you would like to take 
advantage of our services! 

WHY SHOULD I PD MY SUCKLER COWS? I’LL FIND OUT WHICH ONE’S IN CALF IN TIME!

Keith Cutler 
Veterinary Surgeon

Many of our farmers are finding it useful 
to have their forage analysed before 
the winter period (be it hay or silage), to 
better plan a winter ration for their sheep, 
cattle or youngstock. We are all aware 
that forage quality and composition can 
vary dramatically year on year, as well as 
between fields and cuts. Knowing the 
quality of your forage has two benefits:
• Ensuring cattle, sheep or youngstock 

are getting the nutrients they need 
(energy and protein, as well as 
minerals and trace element) for the 
stage of the production cycle they 
are in.

• Ensuring farmers are purchasing 
only additional feed that is required 
and therefore being as economically 
efficient as possible!

Taking a forage sample is a quick and easy 
process, but as with taking any sample, 
it is important the correct procedure 
is followed to get the most accurate 
results. (For information on sampling 
other feedstuffs, please speak to one 
of our vets who can contact the testing 

laboratory for specific guidance).
The tools you will need for taking a 
sample are:-
• Bucket / plastic sheet for mixing the 

sample
• Plastic, sealable sampling bags 
• Marker pen
• Sampling tool such as a corer (for 

clamp silage)

Baled hay/haylage or silage
Take a sample from three or more bales 
– these should be bulked together and 
well mixed. From this mix remove 0.5Kg 
and place in a plastic bag (plastic freezer 
bags or large sandwich bags work well) 
with the air removed. Please ensure you 
label the sample.
If you have bales from different cuts or 
distinctly different leys (e.g. herbal leys 
Vs ryegrass), take separate samples from 
each. This means more information can 
be utilised in your ration plan.

Clamp silage
To assess the face (i.e. what the cows are 
eating now) take five samples in a ‘W’ 
shape from the clamp face. Core samples 
should be taken from a minimum of three 

sites within the clamp, ensuring the corer 
reaches the bottom of the silo. Silage 
sampling should not be carried out within 
6 weeks of sealing the clamp, as it is 
important to wait for stable fermentation 
to occur.

NB:-
• Do not sample mouldy or damaged 

areas of a bale or clamp
• Store sample in a fridge before 

sending to the laboratory ASAP– do 
not freeze

We are able to provide forage analysis 
for our clients at a very reasonable cost 
– please talk to your vet. There is a basic 
option for energy and protein analysis 
and then a more in-depth analysis if 
you want to look at trace elements etc. 
We strongly recommend getting forage 
analysed (for prices please see page 9) as 
early as practical and our vets would be 
very happy to discuss your winter ration 
planning with you.
For more information on our forage 
competition, please see page 9.

Louise Silk 
Veterinary Surgeon

HOW TO TAKE A GOOD FORAGE SAMPLE
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Claire Rudd 
Veterinary Surgeon

Lungworm infection in growing beef 
cattle can cause widespread production 
losses and potentially deaths. A severe 
outbreak can result in losses of up to 
£100 per head, and potentially more 
if there are fatalities. Outbreaks are 
highly unpredictable and often occur 
suddenly without prior clinical signs.
As with most other internal parasites, 
infective larvae are ingested from the 
pasture after migrating from dung pats 
onto herbage. Both migration and larval 
development to the infective stage is 
influenced by weather conditions, with 
warm wetter weather accelerating the 
process.

After ingestion, larvae travel to the 
lungs where further development 
takes place, with adult worms residing 
in the airways and giving rise to clinical 
signs. Eggs laid in the airways are 
coughed up and swallowed, with the 
larvae developing to the infective stage 

within the intestinal tract and being 
passed in the dung. Infected cattle 
develop a persistent cough and may 
also display open-mouth breathing, a 
protruding tongue and an extended 
neck. It is important to remember that 
not all infections will result in clinical 
signs and that at this stage infective 
larvae may be passed on to the pasture 
unbeknown.
A good immunity occurs after infection, 
hence young newly turned out calves 
are most at risk. Occasionally older 
calves and adults can succumb to 
disease.
 This can occur in one of two ways:
• Exposure of previously immune 

cattle to a massive challenge (the so 
called ‘Re-infection Syndrome’) e.g. 
through grazing pasture recently 
grazed by a heavily affected calf 
group

• Older animals who failed to develop 
immunity naturally in previous 
years due to insufficient challenge 
and who are then exposed

Suggested preventative strategies 
include:
1. Graze first season calves on the 

cleanest pasture (note that with 
lungworm, there is no such thing 
as low risk permanent pasture). 
Carrier animals, particularly 
2nd season youngstock, can 
contaminate grazing in the spring 
rendering naive calves susceptible 
in their first year. Thus, never graze 
young calves on land recently 
grazed by 2nd season animals.

2. Remember that larvae can over-
winter on pasture during a mild, 
wet winter and young calves may 
still succumb to infection even if 
they are the first to graze a field 
that year.

3. Treat all newly-purchased stock 
with an appropriate wormer to 
avoid carrier animals introducing 
infection. 

4. Where lungworm is a known issue 
on a farm, vaccination of young 
calves prior to turnout is extremely 
effective in preventing clinical 
signs. However, it is vital that the 
data sheet is followed correctly and 
that long-acting wormers are not 
used concurrently. Also remember 
small numbers of infective larvae 
may still reside, with pastures 
remaining contaminated, so 
autumn-born calves should be 
vaccinated in the same way if they 
are to go on to previously grazed 
pasture. Please contact us for more 
information if this is something you 
would like to consider.

5. Strategic early season anthelmintic 
treatments or bolus anthelmintics 
in first-season grazers are 
appropriate, but bare in mind 
over-use could result in such a 
small larval challenge that cattle 
are susceptible in their 2nd year.  
Again, please contact us for more 
information so that we can decide 
the most appropriate 
regime for your farm. 

LUNGWORM PREVENTION STRATEGIES: REDUCING THE RISK TO YOUR HERD

Adult lungworm 
larvae recovered 
from the 
respiratory 
tract on a post 
mortem exam.

Adult lungworm 
larvae seen in the 
bronchi on post 
mortem exam.

Independent Vet Tech Livestock Support Services
For the more labour intensive or specialist livestock husbandry procedures on farm. Our highly qualified team have extensive 
agricultural experience and arrive on site with all the required handling equipment, tools and technology.

MOBILE FOOT 
TRIMMING

RoMS ACCREDITED 
MOBILITY SCORING

LAME COW SERVICE  
for swift relief and treatment 

for improved prognosis

FREEZE BRANDING 
for large quantity, 

alterations or new stock

CALF DISBUDDING 
Knock Down – 
using sedation, 

local anaesthesia and 
pain relief

ARTIFICIAL
INSEMINATION 

Beef and Heifer 
Synchronisation and AI. 

Control and tailor calving 
patterns

CATTLE PREGNANCY 
SCANNING 

helping farms achieve 
high level of reproductive 

efficiency

MOBILE PLUNGE  
SHEEP DIPPING 

thorough ingress of dip into 
fleece for Fly Control, 
Sheep Scab, Pre-Sale

VACCINATION 
SERVICE 

for youngstock vaccines, 
service free up to 6 months 
of age. Whole herd boosters

For full details of each Vet Tech 
Service please visit:  

www.SynergyFarmHealth.com
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WHAT’S ON

NEXT

SHOW The DAIRY SHOW 
Bath and West Showground 

Wednesday 5th October
VET TECH STAND: 89 AVENUE B

VET STAND: 208 QUANTOCK PAVILION

Crewkerne YFC Ploughing Match 
Saturday 1st October  

Longacre Farm, Cudworth

Training Courses with Synergy Farm Health

Safe Use of Veterinary Medicines 
General 

21st September, 18th October
16th November

Alpaca Husbandry 
for Smallholders 

18th October

Two Day Foot Trimming 
24th - 25th October

Milksure Course Part One 
7th November

Sheep Welfare and 
Emergency Dispatch 

6th December

Three Day DIY AI
15th - 17th November

One Day DIY AI Refresher
17th November

Cowsignals© Dairy Farming 
12th October

Setting up your Smallholding 
21st September

EID ‘Sheep’ Training 
27th & 28th September 

11th & 12th October
For full details and to book please visit:

www.SynergyFarmHealth.com or 
call Reception on 01935 83682

LOOK OUT IN NEXT NEWSLETTER FOR DATES FOR THE FORAGE COMPETITION MEETINGS

DIGITAL DERMATITIS - 
Reducing risk factors on your farm 

and latest advice on control 
On Farm Workshop run by Gareth Foden, Vet 

and Dave Phillips, Vet Tech  

15TH SEPTEMBER 10AM-1PM
By kind permission of PK Frampton, 

Manor Farm, Dewlish, Dorset DT2 7LR 

 20TH SEPTEMBER 10.30AM-1PM
By kind permission of FAW Baker, Rushywood Dairy,  

Haselbury Plucknett, Crewkerne, Somerset TA18 7PH 

--------------------------------------------------- 
29TH SEPTEMBER 10.30AM-1PM

By kind permission of 
Prospect Farming Ltd, Longlands Dairy, Little Bredy, 

Dorchester, Dorset DT2 9HF

--------------------------------------------------- 
31ST OCTOBER 10.30AM-1PM
By kind permission of N & P Helyer, 

Little Langford Farm, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 4PN 

Our Client Cattle Events

MASTITIS - DRYING OFF COWS – HOW TO 
MAXIMISE SUCCESS AND MINIMISE RISKS 
Series sponsored and co-hosted by     
 

Women in Dairy Meeting
Thursday 6th October 11am - 1:30pm
Synergy Farm Health, Rampisham

Tour of the facilities and 
Synergy Vet Claire Rudd 
will be doing a workshop on 
‘Cow First Aid’ and down 
cow care. Lunch Provided.

To find out more and to book visit: 
www.womenindairy.co.uk/events 
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LARGE FLOCK DISCUSSION GROUP & 
OUT OF SEASON BREEDING FLOCKS  

OUT OF SEASON WITH DORSETS  
“3 TIMES IN 2 YEARS”      

21ST SEPTEMBER 6-9PM     
By kind permission of WE Yeates & Son, Manor 

Farm, Swyre, Dorset DT2 9DN

PREPARATION FOR TUPPING AND 
THE YEAR AHEAD  

Making the right decisions now will pay 
dividends later  

20TH SEPTEMBER 2-4.30 PM
By kind permission of T Eames, Cotley Estate, 

Chard, Somerset TA20 3EP

Our Client Sheep Events

Recent Events

HHoniton Show oniton Show 
44thth August August

GGillingham & illingham & 

Shaftesbury Show 
Shaftesbury Show 

1717thth August August

SSmalholder Club 10
malholder Club 10thth Anniversary Party 

 Anniversary Party 

at Synergy's new HQ, Rampisham 
at Synergy's new HQ, Rampisham 

1515thth August August

##TeamSheep at TeamSheep at 

Axe Sheep FestAxe Sheep Fest

2020thth August August

Organic Flock Discussion 
Organic Flock Discussion Group at Organic 

Group at Organic Sheepskin Tannery
Sheepskin Tannery2424th th AugustAugust

Melplash Show 
Melplash Show 

2525thth August August

NSA Farm Walk    Sunday 18th September 2pm 
by kind permission of M and J Mouland and Sons, Cricket St Thomas, Chard, Somerset TA20 4DE

Join NSA South West Region for a farm walk followed by food and refreshments.
Please contact Ian May (ian@nationalsheep.org.uk or 07913 043234) if you plan to attend.
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CENTRAL - TOM CLARKE

NORTH - TOM ANGEL 

WEST - ESME MOFFETT

EAST - MARTIJN T’HOEN

My farming career started with a Saturday job aged 15, milking 160 Holstein Friesians alongside completing my 
GCSEs. I went on to study at Kingston Maurward College for my ‘Level 3 Diploma in Agriculture’ and started 
working full time. I continued my training, doing courses in foot trimming and AI. At 20 I took a short break 
from milking to have my daughter, now three. Eventually I went back to milking cows. Juggling childcare and 
4:30am starts for just over a year proved harder than I thought, so I applied and got the job at Synergy. I now 
run our on farm “Hotel Fridge” medicines delivery service. Outside of work I enjoy walking, going out with 
friends and spending quality time with my daughter and our new Jack Russell puppy, Pippa!

It’s been a busy Summer! It’s great to have both 
Pete back from paternity leave, and Graeme 
after his trip to Australia to see family. We have 
also welcomed David Deane into the team as our new 
intern, who is settling in brilliantly. 
In September it’s time to start thinking about what Autumn 
and Winter have in store. Calf respiratory disease season 
will soon be upon us and having preventative measures in 
place early will pay dividends in reducing case numbers and 
maximising growth rates. Calf housing including stocking 
density, ventilation and moisture control is of utmost 
importance, as well as colostrum management, vaccination 
and prompt detection and treatment of disease. Blood 
sampling to monitor calf colostrum intakes is a great way 
to ensure protocols are being followed, we can also help 
with housing design and diagnostics to guide vaccination 
and treatment decisions. Don’t forget about our vet tech 
vaccination service too – a great way to ensure correct 
transportation, storage and administration of vaccines, 
giving you one less thing to worry about over the busy 
months ahead!  For details contact reception or ask your 
routine vet.

The East region of the practice is, despite 
some tantalising teasers of rain, still very much 
parched. With it comes challenges, cattle 
have roamed far and wide following their keen sense of 
smell. This has however meant they can be escaping and 
grazing land or utilising water courses in less agreeable 
and normally shunned areas. Drying up and stagnant 
ponds can become breeding grounds for dangerous algae 
or concentrate heavy metals. Decaying birds or wildlife in 
such ponds can pose a risk for botulism. Animals can also 
become stuck in mud as they need to venture deeper down 
banks to reach water. Ensuring an adequate and constant 
potable water supply is therefore pivotal.
It is worth noting that 
a thirst is a far stronger 
motivator than hunger 
and therefore in dry 
conditions water will 
become often the 
limiting factor for dry 
matter intake.     

Cows appeared to cope remarkably well 
through the dry heat. Fertility in AYR calving 
herds has been surprisingly resilient compared 
to previous summers, this may be tested as 
now, although temperature highs are less dramatic, there 
is more humidity in the atmosphere and cows find this 
harder to cope with. A number of farms have invested in 
heat abatement technology, a tricky one to cost the return 
on investment but with more prolonged hot spells it has 
certainly been beneficial to cows (and vets!) in the barns. 
Most commonly fans with directable fins are placed over 
the collecting yard but now more sheds are having fans 
aligned over the cubicle rows. 
There has a been a small spike of LDAs with intakes in 
transition dropping in the severe heat. I have seen a number 
of gut upset/acidosis episodes in individual cows likely 
caused by “slug feeding”, when cows eat less in the heat 
of the day and then make up for it with big feed intakes 
at night.  Treatment is usually oral fluids/electrolytes and 
yeasts plus some NSAIDs to calm gut inflammation. 

It’s impossible to review the last month without 
mentioning the weather. I was lucky enough to 
be on holiday for the majority of the heatwave, 
but returning home felt like we’d arrived in the Serengeti 
and not Devon! As well as the obvious challenges of having 
to work through a heatwave without melting, the extreme 
weather has presented some odd clinical cases likely 
related to heat stress and lack of food. On the bright side, 
the small amount of rain that we have had has certainly 
made things green up, even if the grass isn’t really growing 
yet, so Mother Nature can recover – keep up the rain 
dances!
Honiton and Melplash Shows sounded like a huge success 
with plenty of people in attendance, I’m sure many of 
you were pleased to 
see normal service 
resumed and I hope you 
had an enjoyable day 
out, whether you were 
showing or spectating. 


