
FARM FOCUSED VET PRACTICE 
with Industry Leading Livestock Services

August 2022

ROUTINE VISITS  |  HEALTH PLANNING  |  VET TECH SERVICES

Training Courses

Smallholders 
8th September

Safe Use of Veterinary Medicines 

General 
16th August, 21st September

Sheep 
4th October

ROMS Accredited 
Mobility Scoring 

19th September

Setting up a Smallholding 
21st September

Cowsignals© 
12th October

Alpaca Husbandry 
18th October

For full details and to book please visit:

www.SynergyFarmHealth.com 
or call Reception

As I write this article in the middle of July, 
all we are talking about is the weather! 
Incredibly hot and humid spells appear 
to be coming more and more frequent 
with the changing climate. The increased 
temperatures bring their challenges for 
all sorts of reasons and one of these is 
the management of our youngstock. 
We often talk about heat stress in dairy 
cattle and are aware of this, but we 
should also consider the affect that these 
hot and humid days have on our calves.  

Upper and Lower Critical 
Temperatures – what are they?
Calves will aim to maintain their core body 
temperature between 10°C and 22°C. 
Either side of this range the calf will use 
energy to restore body temperature back 
to their target range which is known as 
the thermoneutral zone. The thresholds 
of the range are known as the upper 
and lower critical temperatures. When 
a calf reaches the upper or lower critical 
temperature, they will be diverting energy 
that could have been otherwise used 
for growth and immunity to increase or 
decrease their core temperature. The 
thermoneutral range will vary slightly 
depending on the age of the calf and will 
be affected by wind speeds and humidity. 
Above 25°C calves will be at risk of heat 
stress. 

Top tips for managing calves in hot 
weather 
Calves that are suffering from heat stress 
will be lethargic and have increased 
respiratory rates. They will also have a 
reduced milk and feed intake affecting 

growth rates again. During times of 
abnormally warm weather there are 
several things you can do to help your 
calves through the heat. 

Firstly, ensure you are monitoring what 
the temperature is at calf level. Consider 
getting a thermometer and monitoring 
around pens or if using hutches ensure 
you know what the temperature is 
reaching inside of the hutch. If hutches 
are sited on unshaded concrete, check 
if heat is reflecting off concrete yards.  
Consider providing shade to the pen 
outside the hutch to allow calves to 
shelter from the sun whilst maintaining 
maximum ventilation, or move hutches 
temporarily into an empty building. With 
different ventilation the temperature 
can vary in housing. Think about if you 
can improve ventilation without causing 
draughts. 
It is also important to ensure the calves 
have access to plenty of water and that 
this is being changed frequently to ensure 
it is as cool as possible, try to keep the 
water out of direct sunlight. 
Consider reducing the stocking rate as 
high stocking rates will cause increase in 

temperature inside buildings and sheds 
and may make it difficult for calves to get 
access to water.  
Shade should be provided so that calves 
can escape the heat of direct sunlight. Any 
management plans such as vaccinating 
or fly treatment should be rearranged to 
reduce the chance of heat stress. If they 
are absolutely vital speak to your vet for 
further advise on how to manage on the 
day but plan to do any movement during 
the coolest parts of the day. 
With the warm weather will also come 
flies which should be managed to 
prevent diseases such as New Forest 
Eye. Speak to your routine vet at your 
Herd Health Plan about the best way to 
manage flies on your farm either through 
spot on products, or consider use of 
friendly flies, parasitic wasps that aim 
to minimise the fly population  
on farm. 

MANAGING CALVES IN HOT WEATHER
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Ellen Taylor 
Veterinary Surgeon



As temperatures soared to record levels recently there were 
numerous conversations about heat stress. We all personally felt 
the effects of such unprecedented levels of heat and I hope all 
techs, vets and clients took good care of themselves.
But we must take time 
to think of our cows 
too, and do all we can 
to protect these walking 
fermentation plants from 
extreme temperatures. 
Ultimately, we are limited 
as to what we can change 
with the weather but we 
must make sure we keep 
up with good husbandry 
and practice.
With cows standing time 
increasing in these hot 
times it is imperative that we maintain our routine and 100 day 
post calving trims. With hay, straw, 2nd/3rd cut silage, and for 
many, combines rolling it is easy to overlook the more mundane 
day to day tasks. As a consequence of cows standing longer 
the risk of sole bruising and sole ulcers increases. A timely and 
correct trim, with a deep model, drastically reduces solar damage. 
It takes over 8 weeks for a sole ulcer to develop from the initial 
foot bruising, so all the damage done today will not have a visual 
or financial impact for some time to come.

MAINTAINING GOOD FOOT TRIMMING PRACTICE IN THE SUMMER

Andrew Yates
Vet Tech

LESION 
CAUSING 
LAMNESS

MILK YIELD 
LOSS PER 
305 DAY 
LACTATION

INCREASE 
TO CALVING 
INTERVAL

INCREASED 
CULLING

DIGITAL 
DERMATITIS

0-57 KG + 20 DAYS LOW?

WHITE LINE 370 KG + 30 DAYS - 354 DAYS 
LESS IN HERD

SOLE ULCER 570 KG + 40 DAYS - 457 DAYS 
LESS IN HERD

‘LAME COW’ 360 KG + 60 DAYS x 8.4 RISK OF 
CULLING

Different lesions causing lameness have different financial 
impacts on your business, the table below gives some 
indication of the costs.

Using these figures, and without taking into account 
individual cost of production and ppl received, we can 
roughly calculate that a single sole ulcer case can cost 
between £650-£750. A prime example of the old 
adage ‘prevention is better than 
cure’. ORGANIC FLOCK DISCUSSION GROUP  

(*CONVENTIONAL FARMS ALSO WELCOME)
“Tail Docking and Castration in lambs - 

Change is coming!”  
24TH AUGUST 2-4PM

By kind permission of M Raymond, 
Neville Farm, Halstock, Somerset BA22 9QU 

Medicines Update

In recent years, Synergy has attended the 
annual Total Dairy conference along with 
clients. Total Dairy is aimed at farmers, 
consultants and vets - an opportunity 
for industry stakeholders to engage with 
some of the world’s foremost researchers 
in all things dairy. Topics have included 
lameness, succession planning, nutrition, 
human resource management to name 
just a few – all good stuff! The talks 
have always been first class, with plenty 
of choice. It’s a brilliant opportunity for 
farmers and senior farm staff to get away 
from the farm, take stock and engage 
with some really up-to-date, relevant 
research. 
The mix of Synergy clients and vets 
attending together generates numerous 

opportunities to chat about the talks and 
discuss what others are doing, as well 
as how some of the science might be 
applied on farm. 
The conference on 23rd and 24th 
November costs £250 per person, 
including overnight B&B and the 
conference dinner. 
Several of our vets will be attending 
and we want to take you with 
us.  We can book your tickets and 
organise transport. Look at www.
totaldairy.com to see the programme. 
Want to join us? Please let your routine 
vet know.

Graeme McPherson 
Veterinary Surgeon

TOTAL DAIRY EVENT -
OPPORTUNITY FOR PROGRESSIVE DAIRY FARMERS

Please consult your Vet to 
discuss specific queries.  

For further information please 
call our Dispensary Team 

on 01935 83682.

Alamycin LA Injection 
There is a manufacturing 
problem with Alamycin 
LA Injection, Tetracure  
Injection is to be used as an 
alternative. 

ALAMYCIN LA  
INJECTION
CATTLE WITHHOLD: 
MILK - 8 DAYS
MEAT - 41 DAYS
SHEEP WITHHOLD:
MEAT - 24 DAYS

TETRACURE  
INJECTION 
CATTLE WITHHOLD: 
MILK – 10 DAYS 
MEAT – 31 DAYS
SHEEP WITHHOLD:
MEAT – 9 DAYS 



Recent Events

LARGE FLOCK DISCUSSION GROUP & OUT OF SEASON BREEDING FLOCKS  
OUT OF SEASON WITH DORSET’S “3 TIMES IN 2 YEARS”     21ST SEPTEMBER 6-9PM     

By kind permission of WE Yeates & Son, Manor Farm, Swyre, Dorset DT2 9DN

PREPARATION FOR TUPPING AND 
THE YEAR AHEAD  

Making the right decisions now will pay 
dividends later  

20TH SEPTEMBER 2-4.30 PM
By kind permission of T Eames, Cotley Estate, 

Chard, Somerset TA20 3EP

ORGANIC FLOCK DISCUSSION GROUP  
(*CONVENTIONAL FARMS ALSO WELCOME)

“Tail Docking and Castration in lambs - 
Change is coming!”  

24TH AUGUST 2-4PM
By kind permission of M Raymond, 

Neville Farm, Halstock, Somerset BA22 9QU 

DIGITAL DERMATITIS - 
Reducing risk factors on your farm 

and latest advice on control 
On Farm Workshop run by Gareth Foden, Vet 

and Dave Phillips, Vet Tech  

15TH SEPTEMBER 10AM-1PM
By kind permission of PK Frampton, 

Manor Farm, Dewlish, Dorset DT2 7LR 

 20TH SEPTEMBER 10.30AM-1PM
By kind permission of FAW Baker, Rushywood Dairy,  

Haselbury Plucknett, Crewkerne, Somerset TA18 7PH 
--------------------------------------------------- 

29TH SEPTEMBER 10.30AM-1PM
By kind permission of 

Prospect Farming Ltd, Longlands Dairy, Little Bredy, 
Dorchester, Dorset DT2 9HF

--------------------------------------------------- 
31ST OCTOBER 10.30AM-1PM
By kind permission of N & P Helyer, 

Little Langford Farm, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 4PN 

Our Client Sheep Events

Our Client Cattle Events

MASTITIS - DRYING OFF COWS – HOW TO 
MAXIMISE SUCCESS AND MINIMISE RISKS 
Series sponsored and co-hosted by     
 

0-6 0-6 
YYoungstock oungstock Discussion and Discussion and 

Farm Walk, Farm Walk, 
2727thth July July

HHam Hill am Hill 
Dairy Dairy 

Discussion Discussion 
Group, Group, 

1414thth July July

##TeamSheep at TeamSheep at 

NSA Malvern, NSA Malvern, 

2727thth July July

#T#TeamDairy at eamDairy at Davlea Event, Davlea Event, 

Dowlish Wake, 28Dowlish Wake, 28th th JulyJuly

Farm Walk with Farm Walk with 
Tim White,Tim White,
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News From Our Rounds

NORTH - PETER O’MALLEY
Wow what a scorching July! Driest on record 
and record temperatures.  It reinforces the need 
to ensure we all take sensible measures to look 
after both the animals under our care, ourselves and our 
teams when we experience unprecedented temperatures - 
see the articles in this newsletter for some common-sense 
management advice. Next problem is the lack of grass now 
and maybe into the winter. Rain dances encouraged!
Our North Tom’s have all been busy with Tom Warboys 
running his popular Safe Use of Veterinary Medicines 
training, Tom Angel starting his European Diploma in 
Bovine Health Management, and Tom Woollacott back 
into clinical work having survived Glastonbury Festival last 
month! 
On a personal note, we have just welcomed our second 
little girl into the world – more nappies and sleepless nights 
to come!

CENTRAL - CLAIRE RUDD
July is traditionally a quieter month for clinical 
work and we have been making the most of 
it by organising farm meetings and our usual 
array of training courses. Be sure to keep an eye on our 
website and social media platforms to avoid missing out on 
these (for more details see page 3 of our newsletter too!).  

It was great to see so many at our recent beef breeding 
event in Bere Regis – and lovely to be hosting these 
meetings in person again rather than via a laptop! 
We are all looking forward to the first proper show season 
since 2019 and this month have been doing the last few 
pre-movements on cattle show teams to cover them 
through the rest of season. This is always an enjoyable 
visit and we wish our clients every success in the ring.  
By the time you read this Honiton will have already 
happened; look out for the Synergy stand at Gillingham 
and Shaftesbury, Melplash, Alresford and Dorset County.  
Please do pop along for refreshments and a chat.

EAST - MIKE KERBY
As I drive around the East region, the crops 
are ripening quite quickly and silage and 
straw bales are appearing in neat rows.  Some 
pastures look quite brown and animals may 
pick at other plants. Some odd symptoms may appear 
with poisonings, especially photosensitisation where the 
non-hairy skin becomes inflamed and cracks, whilst the 
non-pigmented (white) areas become raised and then 
“sunburnt” with peeling.
Sudden unexplained deaths increase at this time too so 
please contact us in this event.
Our regional TB meeting at David and Ruth Johnson’s was 
terrifically informative and thanks to Claire, Louise and 
Rachel particularly for this, as well as to Ruth and David 
for hosting. If you missed it and want to avail yourself of 
TB advice and preventative measures then please contact 
us to arrange a TBAS vet to call (the visit is subsidised by 
APHA!).

WEST - KEITH CUTLER
I really enjoyed attending Honiton show for the 
first time and meeting so many clients off farm.  
Our colleague Ben Barber provided official 
veterinary services to ensure biosecurity (did 
we really just have another suspected case of Foot and 
Mouth disease in Norfolk?) as well as making sure all was 
well with the health and welfare of the farm livestock at 
the show.
I had a similar role at the Bath and West show in May.  
The weather was fantastic, sheep numbers were up and 
there were some quality cattle, sheep and pigs on display 
– congratulations to all the exhibitors.  It was obvious that 
these rural shows, displaying the best of British agriculture, 
had been missed; attendance was high and spirits higher!
Veterinary problems at the show were, fortunately, few 
in number and mainly minor but, despite publicity, there 
was still one case of a dog shut in an unventilated car in 
the full glare of the sun in one of the car parks.  There was 
also a missing cat that had been brought to the show by 
one of the commercial exhibitors in his caravan – it was 
never found!  

Meet The Team - Tess King, Receptionist for North Vet Team

Tess is new to the Synergy family having joined us on reception at the beginning of May. She lives with 
her husband on their smallholding which adjoins the family farm where she grew up near Martock. 
Tess is currently establishing a small herd of registered Boer goats. She has a dairy x goat which produces 
milk for the house which she makes into lovely yoghurt. Tess also keeps Shetland ponies and chickens. 
Previous to Synergy, Tess spent fifteen years working for the Department for Work and Pensions, but took 
the decision to change career paths now her three children have left education.  

Show Season!
Please do visit the Synergy 
Team for tea and cake if 
you are visiting any of the 
following shows this season.

17 AUG, GILLINGHAM AND 
SHAFTESBURY SHOW, 14 AVENUE D 
--------------------------------------------
25 AUG, MELPLASH SHOW 
107 CORNER OF AVENUE D 

3 SEPT, ALRESFORD SHOW
--------------------------------------
3 & 4  SEPT,  
DORSET COUNTY SHOW


