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Looking back over 2021
As a new year begins, it is a great opportunity to look back and take stock of the past year.

Congratulations to our clients who won awards in 2021:
Mark & Belinda Raymond and Jenny Rearden: South
West Farmer Awards Sheep Farmer of the Year 2021

Max Davies, Davlea Holsteins, Higher Farm: Holstein
Junior 3 Year Old in Milk at the UK Dairy Day 2021

Sam Vincent, Rookery Farm: Farm Carbon Toolkit’s
Livestock Soil Farmer of the Year 2021

Amy Wonnacott, New Park Farm: Any Other Breed
Champion with her Ayrshire Pansy at The Dairy Show
2021

Did you
know?
Synergy Farm
Health had Five
Weddings and
Six Babies born
to the team
in 2021.

© FWA 2021

Sophie Gregory, Home Farm: ‘Women in Dairy’ Dairy
Industry Woman of the Year Award 2021

Tim White, Maiden Bradley:
Farmers Weekly Sheep Farmer of
the Year 2021 and Innovator of
the Year 2021

TBAS: the TB Advisory Service
I’m delighted to report that there is a new
round of funding becoming available for
further government-funded TB Advisory
Visits. Just over two thousand of these visits
were performed by specially trained vets
(including Synergy’s own Paula Hunt, Keith
Cutler, Jenny Clayton and myself) between
2017 and June 2021. 98% of farmers
reported that these visits were useful (92%
saying ‘very useful’) and 96% said the service
they received from TBAS was excellent or
acceptable (90% Excellent). Funding has now
been released for a further 2,400 paired
visits (initial and follow up), covering the
whole of England and applicable to all
farmed species.
The visit is entirely funded and involves an in
-depth TB discussion and farm-specific risk
assessment with an experienced vet with a
specific focus on TB control. This includes an
opportunity for a farm walk, including
building and sett surveys if applicable. Four
recommendations are then generated,

which you and the vet agree to be the most Hopefully, this
cost-effective ways of reducing your risk of opportunity for
TB.
you
taking
control
might
A follow up visit is then arranged six months include a much
down the line, to identify which measures wider
have been implemented (and if not, what opportunity for the use of private testing
are the barriers to this) and allow the farmer with novel validated TB tests by Defra, such
to give feedback on the process, the advisor, as the Enferplex test which Alastair Hayton
the recommendations and the service as a and Keith Cutler and the Surefarm team at
whole.
Synergy have been working on for some
years now in conjunction with the wider
Many farmers feel the TB situation is industry.
hopeless, or that it is just a lottery. Heaven
knows I sympathise with that point of view, Also don’t forget CHECS accreditation and 6
but we want you to use TBAS as a means of monthly testing exemption if applicable.
taking back some control and directing your
energy and ingenuity towards a positive Watch this space for more information and
outcome. Despite its unique challenges and please contact us to arrange an
legislation, TB is fundamentally an advisory visit.
infectious disease of cattle - like BVD or
Johnes - so we have an opportunity to start
Peter Siviter
dealing with it in a similar way.

Veterinary Surgeon
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Spotlight on Johne’s Disease
Currently many milk buyers are
introducing
increasingly
stringent
requirements with regard to Johne’s
disease in dairy herds.
Now seems a
good time to refocus our attention on this
disease…

found in milk and colostrum, but the
numbers are tiny when compared to the
huge numbers in faeces. The new-born
calf is extremely vulnerable, so much so
that it may only take a few individual
bacteria to cause an infection.

What is it?

Control measures?

The Johne’s bacteria belongs to the same
family of bacteria as Bovine TB. This
means it is slow growing and able to live
inside cells within the host animal,
evading its immune system. It targets the
cells of the final part of the small intestine.
In certain individuals the bacteria
overcomes the animal’s ability to contain
the infection, resulting in long term gut
inflammation and diarrhoea. Essential
nutrients are poorly absorbed, resulting in
low blood protein. This may lead to the
‘bottle jaw’ symptoms that develop in
clinical cases, along side condition loss and
profuse diarrhoea.

Many of you will be familiar with the
control measures that concentrate on
keeping infected faeces (and colostrum)
away from heifer calves that will one day
enter the herd as milking animals. These
measures may include:

How do animals get it?
The principal route of infection is through
ingesting Johne’s bacteria when cattle are
very young calves. Johne’s bacteria are
found in massive numbers in the faeces of
a shedding cow. Johne’s bacteria can be

bacteria to grow more than 10,000
colonies of Johne’s bacteria in a
laboratory. Given that a new-born calf can
be infected with just a handful of bacteria,
having a super-shedder on your farm
makes it nigh impossible for even the best
hygiene measures to contain the
infection. If you have a super-shedder, the
wellies, hands and clothes of farm workers
will have enough bacteria on them to
infect calves. In other words, your
‘biocontainment’ measures will fail.

•

Identifying Johnes infected
through quarterly milk testing

•

Keeping infected cows out of the
How
calving yard

cows

•

Breeding infected cows to beef

•

Culling infected cows

•

Excellent hygiene when collecting
colostrum and during administration
to the new-born calf

•

Maintaining clean and hygienic calving
yards and facilities

•

Only
feeding
colostrum
to
replacement heifer calves from cows
that have never had a positive milk
test.

What is a Johne’s Super-Shedder?
A small number of Johne’s disease
infected cows are what are called supershedders. Each gram of faeces from a
super shedder cow has enough Johne’s

can
shedders?

you

identify

super-

It is not easy to identify the supershedder. However, the percentage
positivity on your quarterly milk sample
results will identify who the super shedder
could be. It is well worth sitting down with
your routine vet each quarter to review
your Johne’s results and make an action
plan for each infected cow. It may be, that
if a cow is a potential super-shedder, then
the best course of action is to get her
removed from the farm as soon as is
possible.
Keep an eye out for our planned series of
meetings on Johne’s disease
control coming in early 2022.

Graeme McPherson
Veterinary Surgeon

African Swine Fever (ASF): READ THIS if you keep a small number of pigs
ASF is a devastating disease that is currently spreading across mainland Europe. It causes disease in 100% of pigs in an affected
holding, and death in 30-50%. A truly biosecure perimeter will halt the spread of this disease, so commercial pig farms that
survived national outbreaks of PRRS, PMWS and Foot & Mouth in the 2000s may be able to weather the storm, but small groups
kept in a more relaxed system (i.e. couple of weaners for the freezer) are at risk and will be the entry point for ASF to the UK,
especially because this virus survives in pork-products.

What can you do:
•
•
•
•

AVOID feeding catering waste at all costs. There are a few specific
exceptions, if in doubt: do not feed it to pigs if it resembles human food.
Report any unexpected deaths to your vet, especially if there are animals
bleeding from their orifices, sick pigs with very high temperatures or if the
proportion of affected animals is high.
Purchase pigs with caution
Engage in good biosecurity practices, even with small numbers of pigs.
Consider boundaries, contacts, shared equipment and, again, any risk of
contamination by catering waste.

Please speak to us if you would like any further information or advice

Peter Siviter
Veterinary Surgeon

Vet Tech Lay Scanning
The last few months have been a very
busy time of year for the vet techs within
the team that are trained in Ultrasound
pregnancy scanning. This is due to many
Suckler herds getting their PDs done
before the winter housing and feeding
months, and autumn calving dairy herds
busy serving batches of cows and heifers.
Pregnancy scanning is an excellent
management tool which is all too often
under used for many reasons. The power
of knowing can drive profitability on farm
by informed decisions being made sooner
and more efficiently. Decisions relating to
breeding,
housing,
culling,
feed
availability, current beef prices can all be
best made off the back of this knowledge.
By pregnancy testing, you are in a position
to make the best possible decisions.

For Beef herds PDs are very important to
identify the non-pregnant cows so
management decisions can be made. But
also identifying calving patterns in the
pregnant ones. Early/late calvers can
make calving time easier to manage.
For Dairy herds, scanning groups of
heifers at 35-40 days can give results for
sexed semen services giving early results
for expected heifer calves for the
following year. This can help make the
decision to stop serving dairy bulls and
start with the beef semen sooner. Block
calving herds which would normally do a
large scanning session after the service
period has finished, could benefit from
some mid service period scanning visits to
see how things are going and whether
there would be any benefit of any earlier
vet intervention.

Our vet tech team can deliver a very costeffective Lay Scanning Service for groups
of animals. This is especially good for
groups of cattle that perhaps would not
normally get pregnancy tested.
If you would like more information on this
service, please call and ask to
speak to the vet tech reception
on 01935
83682.
Dave Phillips
Vet Tech

Dispensary Seasonal Offers
HEPTAVAC P PLUS
25 doses £23
LIMITED STOCK!
50 doses £44
125 doses £97
250 doses £180

SOLANTEL
POUR ON
1L £105
2.5L £193
5L £345

*Prices correct on printing 08/01/22. Offers end 31/01/22. All prices ex VAT.
For a full list of promotions, please call Dispensary on 01935 83682.

SOLANTEL
SHEEP DRENCH
1L £32 2.5L £58
5L £87

OVIVAC P PLUS
50 doses £34
250 doses £137

News from our Rounds
North

East

Rachel Hayton

Mike Kerby

As of January 1st, only MilkSure Registered Vets
are allowed to deliver MilkSure training on dairy
farms. We have been working hard to train up
as many of the Synergy team as possible, to
allow where possible your routine vet to deliver your training.
This will make the training much more relevant to your
individual unit, as well as reducing the bureaucracy for
farmers (a rare trend!). Furthermore the registration fee has
also been culled!

The New Year is both a time to reflect on the past
year and look forward to the one ahead and my
overriding conclusion is that the forages made in
2021 are going to majorly impact the first few
months of 2022.

Also a small plug from me for the AHDB Medicine Hub. The
cattle and sheep industries need this national database up
and running to show our responsible medicine use to the
wider world. More details to follow in future issues but you
can register today on www.medicinehub.org.uk

Milk quality is very good but most herds are 1- 3 litres below
their usual yield mainly due to the variable protein and energy
levels especially in first cut silage. Hopefully dairy cow fertility
shows a rise as a consequence.
It is also vital that beef herds check both growth rates of
rearing cattle (ideally daily liveweight gain) but also cow body
condition score to ensure rations fed are both adequate and
being appropriately balanced.
And for sheep flocks, the same is true but also check on
mating rates and return rates, as there have been some
murmurings that there is an increased risk of Schmallenberg
virus due to the mild and relatively dry Autumn.

News from our Rounds
Central

West

Ben Barber

Tom Clarke

2022 and it can only get better! Some recent
visits to dry cow yards of our Spring-block
calvers, reminded me of how important it is to
have the right start. A group of block calving
cows show particularly well the unfortunate
general trend of increasing SCC as a lactation progresses
through the year. Therefore, a group with high SCC straight
after calving are likely to be a challenge throughout. Try to
consider the dry cow period not just as a holiday with minimal
inputs needed, but also as the time to prepare them for what
is to come. Straw yard stocking rates for dry cows should be
5m2 at a minimum, doubling this to 10m2 per cow when close
to calving.

The damp and sometimes still atmosphere,
combined with changeable temperatures, has
inevitably led to pneumonia being an issue on
multiple units over the festive season. It is
worth discussing these outbreaks with your routine vet investigating the bugs involved is relatively easy to do. Blood
tests, or a PCR test (no need to explain what this means these
days!) on tracheal washes on live calves (or on post mortem
lung samples) will usually yield useful results. Choice of
vaccines can then be tailored to the farm specific problem,
combined with other preventative advice on housing for
example.

I’m hoping this coming year will be of particular significance
for me as it’s the year I complete my Epidemiology Masters
course - if I pass the exams that is! Epidemiology is considered
to be the ‘analysis of the distribution, patterns and
determinants of disease’... practically this means lots of
numbers and statistics. It is a cornerstone of human health, as
you might have all gathered from the last few years and is
becoming an increasingly essential part of the veterinary
service provided to farmers – ranging from mastitis
interventions to genomics much of our role now stems from
epidemiological thinking.

We have seen some mastitis after drying off with teat
sealants. It is highly recommended you do “dry off” refresher
training with your vet, especially if you have new team
members drying cows off. Using cotton wool soaked in
surgical spirit to clean teat ends is best practice and I am an
advocate of the “clean one, insert one” technique – cleaning
one teat end and without letting the teat go, insert the tube
immediately before moving on to the next teat and repeating
the process.

**SPECTAM SUPPLY ISSUES**
We have been made aware that there are availability issues If you purchased Spectam in 2021, you should
with Spectam Scour Halt, which is the only licensed antibiotic expect a phone call from your routine vet early
for the prevention of watery mouth in lambs.
in the New Year to discuss your farm-specific
watery mouth prevention plan. A good place
As a “Synergy flock”, representing around 65,000 ewes in the to start is to submit forage for analysis as
South West, we are relatively low users of preventative early as possible, as we know that
watery mouth treatment and last year only 6% of our
nutrition and subsequently colostrum
“Synergy lambs” were treated with Spectam. However, we
quality is critical in the prevention of
recognise that watery mouth poses a serious production and
watery mouth. As vets we can prescribe
welfare concern for many of our sheep flocks and our primary
aim is to support and guide you through lambing 2022, antibiotics “off-license” and rest assured
that in emergency firebreak situations, we will prescribe
without the availability of Spectam.
alternative product to treat high risk lambs (triplets, orphan
In recent years we have become increasingly aware that it is lambs etc), but this needs to be done in discussion with a vet.
inappropriate to use preventative antibiotics and many flocks If you have any questions please do not hesitate
up and down the country have made great leaps in reducing to ring your routine vet or one of the sheep team.
their reliance on Spectam, through good ewe nutrition,
Charlotte Mouland
colostrum management and lambing hygiene.

Veterinary Surgeon

Medicines Update
Zeleris
There has been a manufacturing problem with the 100ml bottles – we do now have 50ml bottles in stock.
Vitamin B Complex
This is now being used as an alternative to Introvit and will be supplied in 100ml bottles. This product
must be kept within the fridge at 2-8°C.
Please consult your Vet to discuss specific queries. For further information please call our Dispensary Team on 01935 83682.

WEST HILL BARNS, EVERSHOT, DORSET DT2 0LD
office@synergyfarmhealth.com

01935 83682
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